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ENERGY ECONOMICS 


ELECTRICITY RATES UP 20 PERCENT; BEC REVENUE LOSSES CITED 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 13 Nov 82 p l 


[Article by Rosemarie Johnson] 


[Text] 


TO OFFSET operating 
losses the Bahamas Electricity, 
Corporation has announced a 
20 percent increase in charges, 
including the. fuel surcharge, 
for all New Providence 


consumers. 

“BEC cannot continue to 
incur losses of the present 
magnitude and must regretfully 
advise consumers that a general 
increase in tariffs will come 
into effect on the next billing 
period after November 14,” 
said a statement released by 
Administrative officer BE 
Campbell yesterday. 

The Family Island Fuel 
Surcharge presently fixed at $4 
per unit (compared with over 
$9 per unit in New Providence) 
will becoame variable from 
month to month after the first 
meter reading following 
November 14, BEC said. 

“The amount of the 
surcharge will be set initially to 
recover the cost of fuel at 
current prices. At present cost 
of fuel oil of $297 per ton the 
surcharge would amount to 
991 per unit though this 
amount may vary by the time 
it is first introduced.” 

For the year ended 
September 30 the Corporation 
incurred a  ‘‘substantial 
operating loss” and a further 
substantial loss will likely be 


declared for 1982. (no figures 
were given by BEC). 


“Consumers who have seen 


world oil 


to its fnel ‘spdles 
cure — for fuel oil.” 


ee ca 
capital costs 
B re basic unit 


rates and hem asic rates have 
 gaaarnreae since 1973 BEC 


good 

by the New Providence Retail 
Price Index have risen by 100 
percent,” the BEC statement 
pointed out. 

Before the dramatic increase 
in fuel prices and in the fuel 
surcharge in 1979, the 
Corporation was able to 
depend upon a steady growth 
in demand and this gross 
margin (income less fuel .cost) 
to offset the effects of 
inflation on operating 
expenses. 

“But over the last three 
years this has not been the 
case. Demand and gross margin 
has stagnated whilst the costs 
of labour materials and debt 
eervicing have continued to 
rise,” the statement said. 
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Following N er 14 
consumers will, recefve one 
more bill at the old rates and 
thereafter will be billed at the 
new rates, ~ ¢. 

Although the increases. in 
Family Island tariffs are 
“substantial t * properly 
reflect the costs of operating in 
those islands and will still be 
amongst the lowest rates 
charged by any of the smaller 
independent Family _ island 
oT franchises,” BEC 
ex . 


e Corporation said it is 
installing new fuel-efficient 
generation facilites and 
anticipates that thc new plant 
will be fully operational by late 
1983. New Providence 
consumers “can look forward 
to a reducation in their net 
electricity rates at that time.” 

However in the 
Corporation’s annual report for 
the year ended September 
1980 which was tabled in the 
House of Assembly in January, 
it was said that %a significant 
reduction in the fuel surcharge 
can be ‘expected towards the 
end of 1982 when the 
(generation) plant comes on 
stream.” 

The report in January said 
shat the Corporation had 
undertaken a large capital 
expenditure programme to 
instal generation plant which 


3298 /186 


would reduce fuel costs both 
by opefating more efficiently 
ang by using cheeper feel, 
‘Thus ‘a ant’ 
reduction in the fuel surcharge 
can be expected towards she 
end of 1982 when the plant 
comes 9 stream. ‘ be 
Corporation hopes that, 
be possible to defer any 
increase in the basic tariff until 
that time when its effects can 
be mitigated by a reduction in 
the fuel surcharge.” 


For the year ending 1980, 
BEC made a $128,000 net 
profit as compared with 
$1,471,000 for the previous 


year. 

After tomorrow the 
residential rates will be 
increased from $5.36 to $8.36 
per unit. 

For “small commercial” 
consumers the new rate will be 
$11.75 per unit for the first 60 
units per month. The present 
rate is $8.75. 

Those paying $6.25 per unit 
can expect to pay $9.25 per 
unit — next 2,140 units per 
month. All additional will be 
$7.25 per unit. 

For large commericial 
consumers the increase will be 
from $4.25 per unit to $7.25 
per unit — the first 100;000 
units. All additional will be 


$5.95 per unit. © 











COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


ARGENTINA, EL SALVADOR RATIFY TRADE AGREEMENT 
\ 
San Salvador LA PRENSA GRAFICA in Spanish 3 Nov 82 pp 2, 13 


[Text] Ratification of the $15 million trade agreement will be made today by 
the Argentina-El Salvador Mixed Commission for which high officials of that 
South American republic are in this country. 


It was learned that Dr Jose Melero, minister of international trade and economy, 
who presides over the Argentine Trade Commission, has held meetings since Sun- 
day, 31 October, with Engineer Jose Benedicto Morataya, minister of foreign 
trade; undersecretary of the same office, Dr Jorge Ernesto Recinos; Minister 

of Planning Mr Manuel Antonio Robles; Undersecretary Mr Nicolas Rigoberto 

Monge Lopez; Minister of Finance Dr Jorge Eduardo Tenorio; officials of the 
Central Reserve Bank; Minister of Economy Dr Jose Manuel Pacas and Undersecre- 
tary Mr Ricardo Alvarenga Baldivieso, 


The aforesaid trade agreement with Argentina was signed for our country by the 
minister of foreign affairs of the republic, Dr Fidel Chavez Mena, last June 
when he visited Argentina and he is presently negotiating economic and financial 
trade cooperation and better utilization of the credit line for the $15 million 
contained in the agreement, which are now being depleted, is being talked about, 
but which are renewable, the embassy confirmed. 


They pointed out that the aforegoing indicates that El Salvador can import up 
to $15 million worth of products from Argentina; talks on the freight aspect 
are being held in order to arrive at an agreement and to take merchandise from 
El Salvador to Argentina, since trade exchange in both directions is beneficial 
for all, it was said. 


"The credit line about which we were chatting before," the embassy added, "is 
flexible and has long terms facilitating the purchase of products that El Sal- 
vador needs for industrial development, since in the main it is capital goods 
that it is getting,” it went on to say. 


"The energy of this people and government of Central America, El Salvador, is 
one that offers the Argentine people and government full trust as regards the 
agreement under current negotiation, since the dynamism of the Salvadoran peo- 
ple has recognized merit beyond its borders and is the best guarantee for a 
group of negotiations like the present one,” spokesmen accredited to our coun 
try from the Argentine Embassy said. 








The trade delegation from Argentina is made up by the following: Ricardo Hart- 
stein, international trade minister; Dr Jose Melero, Dr Jose Eduardo Gudino, 
Dr Julio Miller ard Dr Enrique 0. Bauerle, undersecretary for Argentine inter- 


national trade relations. 


(Editor's note: The extensive information that LA PRENSA GRAFICA affords on 
this occasion for its readers concerning this impertant document is due to the 
courtesy of embassy officials to national newsmen.) 


9908 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


CARICOM CONSIDERS INDUSTRY, COMMERCE, UNION CONSULTATIONS 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 18 Nov 82 p 1 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


OCHO RIOS, Wednesday — 
—_ ve been taken here to 
ve 





ideas. ; 

Two executives of the 
Caribbean tion 
Industry and 
(CAIC) have been here 

the idea. The.two are 


president ofthe GAIC, and the 


association’s executive 
director Mr. Pa 


left for 


already had consultative 
status with the CARICOM 
Council of Ministers. What 
was now being sought was a 
similar arrangement with the 
heads of government con- 
ference. 


The heads of ent 
conference of COM is 
currently soggy by rege 
meeting here, ir first in 
seven years. 


3298/172 


It is partly this long break in Seaga the idea to the 
i penne of the other heads and the two CAIC 
M heads of govern- tives, along with 
that has forcedthe CAIC representation from the 
totake the initiative to have JjJPSO, met the ea 
the tripartite consultative idea heads of CARICOM late last 
hours before the official 
‘Mr. Thom said that  Gpening of the meeting of the 
according to information he heads of government. 
hdd received, there was Mr. Thompeon said, “it was 
provision at one stage for such —_14,- onty time that we could get 
ges ate an mechanism. together with them before 
made heads of they began their various 
hg CARICOM sesvions. But because it was 80 





what earlier 
arrangements had been. 


g 
: 
ij 





gz 


' having him 
intervene to arrange a 


possible meeting the 
other 12 heads of government. 


- 
i 
: 
if 











COUNTRY SECTION 


INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


TRINIDAD OPPOSITION LEADER HITS U.S. IN BERMUDA SPEECH 


Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 29 Nov 82 pp l, 6 


[Text] 


Bermuda has been used as 
a “strategic pawn” and 
“convenient plaything” im 
the hands of first the Buro- 


pean and now.the Ameriéan . 


super powers, 

guest speaker Mr. Karl 

Hudson-Phillips Q.C. 
weekend. 


this 
Mr. Hudson-Phillips 


urged Bermuda to break free - 






He questioned, ‘ 
economic value of the 1 
ed States Navy base in 


muda suggesting that it may. 


have been an “economic 

dra g”. 29 ; i 
Mr. Hudson-Phillips was 

speaking at the annual ban 


quet of the Progressive 


Labour Party — just three 
U.S. 


cheap or indentured labour 
from Portugal, India or 
China. We are here for the 
same reasons — economic 
and strategic.” 

The history began with 


the European -rivalry 
Ythe Col 


day 
discovered the Indies and by 


Papal Donation of 1492, 
ee mati aan anit between 


more than anywhiere, was at- 
tacked ger’ defended, 


by warring European 
powers. ‘“‘We were dis- 
covered _in rivalry and 


Geanish, Trench, a ngliak 
and, Carib names side by 


The second wave was the 
American wave. That was 
when Europe went out or 
was forced out and the 
U.S.A. came to prominence 
at the turn of the 18th cen- 
tury.” 

The Americans began to 
take over the Atlantic and 
the Caribbean ‘‘as its own 
particular sphere ‘of in- 
fluence”. The whole area be- 
came “the Mediterranean of 
the Americas”. 

He continued: “The Sec- 
ond World War gave the 
U.S.A. an opportunity to 
further entrench its in- 
fluence in the area. What 
operated was, not a concern 
for the populations of the 
area but rete questions of 
stra 


tegic importance. 
“I speak of the Lease 

















Bases Agreement between 
the U.K. and the U.S. which 
provided a further op- 
portunity for U.S. expansion 
in the area. ' 

“This is no attack on the 
U.S.A. but a statement of 
historical fact which can be 
researched in any library in 
the U.S. not the least being 
the Congress Library. 


‘‘In this agreement, 
Britain, battered as she was 
by -the initial losses at 
Dunkirk and North. Africa, 


Britain was helpless. 
The U.S. did not want 


Why 
should they buy the cow and 
have to mind it if they could 
get the milk. They bought 
the milk — and cheaply.” 

But although Britain was 


and in particular, Bermuda 
‘‘resisted the deal stoutly”’. 

The U.S. got its way. 

“The bases of Newfound- 

land and Bermuda were 
leased as outright gifts — 
there was no consideration 
to support the contract. The 
Caribbean bases were leased 
in return for 50 oldish 
destroyers. Churchill agreed, 
and himself added the 
island of Antigua which he 
said might be useful as a 
base for flying boats.”” 

Mr. Hudson-Phillips 
quoted former Trinidad and 
Tobago Premier Mr. Eric 
Williams on the value of the 
U.S. base. 


Sate 


tion? is to pay it?” 
Said Mr. Hudson-Phi!lips: 
“Change the date to 1982 


and the island from 


questions. 
In Trinidad the base 
brought employment. But it 
also ushered in ‘prostitution, 
for the first time. “It also 
brought racial tensions and 
discrimination of the worst 
ind. The black American 
sailors fought like wounded 
lions in the clubs and dance 
halls whenever a white 
serviceman danced with 4 
black female native. 

“They would not dance 
with her in Georgia and 
South Carolina — so why in 


E 


‘ 


The main point, however, 


ting 
‘Necessary 






i 
4 
g- 
3 
F 


| 


torical pattem of the islands 
‘and their peo being 
merely strategic » CON. 
venient playthings, in the 
hands of metropolitan and 

“We must be masters of 
our own destiny.” 


Williams had to be blunt 
because he was leading his 
country to de- 

the 








CSO: 


peated throughout the 
Caribbean. 


’ “All over the world the 
arguments against indepen- 
dence have always been the 
same. It is either that you 
are too small, too poor or not 
ready. 


“From what I have seen 
here it cannot. be said that 
you are too poor. There may 
be problems with the dis- 
tribution of the wealth, but 
you are certainly not poor 
with the highest income per 
capita in the Western Hemi- 
sphere, if not the worid. 


‘Bermuda is now the larg- . 


est non-independent British 
territory. I discount Hong 
Kong which is held under a 
lease that expires in 1997.” 


“It would be argued that ° 


lots of the newly indepen- 
dent countries are making a 
mess of things. Who are we 
to say that. Before the meses 
was made of them by 
others.” —, : 

The newly independent 
nations are going through a 
period of adjustment, 
similar to the European ex- 
perience as it shed itself of 
feudalism. 


“If you want to talk about 
changes in government just 
look at the number that 


Italy has had since 1945. On- : 


ly three days ago the Irish 
Republic held its third gen- 
eral election in 18 months. 


“Sectarian and religious. 


strife is the order of the day 
in Northern Ireland. 

“The moral indignation 
against Nazi concentration 
camps and the extermina- 
tion of the Jews has not 
stopped Israeli complicity in 
the massacre of innocent 
Palestinian refugees, less 
than 50 years later. 


3298/191 


. “The powerful argument 
for. independence is one for 
human dignity and the con- 
trol of the destiny of one’s 


with other countries will be 

necessary but it is “no good 

getting rid of one colonial 

power to replace it by 
es 


permitted a fair degree of 
gerrymandering and ma- 
nipulation. 

“I understand that you 
have your own problems 
here with the electoral pro- 
cess. I can only hope that 
you will surmount your dif- 
ficulties, so that Lois 
Browne Evans will be the 
first Prime Minister of an 
independent Bermuda.” ‘ 
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JAMAICAN PAPER DESCRIBES TRINIDAD-TOBAGO LEFTIST GROUP 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 19 Nov 82 p 8 


[Article by Wayne Fairley] 


[Text] We have -a new member in the Common- 
wealth of communists haunting the Caribbean 
since the advent-of democratic socialism. It 1s a 
little party called the People’s Popular Movement 
in Trinidad and not unlike the Workers Party of 
Jamaica, it is radically extremist, “worker” 
oriented and subservient to Soviet propaganda. 

The People’s Popular, Movement appeared on the 
Trinidad political scene about one year ago without the 
customary advan¢e publicity,.and has so far avoided 
attracting media- attention; viftually nothing has been 
written about its membership, policies or affiliations. 

The party's chairman, Michael Als is a militant _ 
trade unionist with strong leftist ties. He is president of 
the Bank and General Workers Union, and General 
Secretary of the Council of Progressive Trade Unions... 
The way | undérstand it, this Council, as a political 
pressure group, is not only known for its defient 
bargaining tactics, but also for its extreme leftist and 
anti-imperialist. positions on domestic and political 
issues it Trinidad and Tobago. 

In its limited public announcements so far the 
party has supported Soviet Communist policy positions 
and adopted positions identical with those of the 
Kremlin for irseif. Just as Mau: :¢ Bishop's New Jewel 
Movement in Grenada was influenced by Cuba and has 
since adopted ‘Cuba's concept of social order, the 
People’s Popular Movement supported what they call 
“National Liberation’ Struggles.” Hs oa 

There are other indications of the PPM’s identifi- 
cation with Russian/Cuban Communism. The lead- 
ership refers to itself as the Political Bureau, in real 
Russian style and has chosen the hammer and cutlass as 
its symbol, something of a cross beeween the Russian 
hammer and sickle and the WPJ’s cog and cutlass. 

The People’s Popular Movement has not lost any 
time since its’ inception in living up to its Marxist 
obligations. Not long ago it accused the United States 
of being responsible for aggressions, against Iran, South 
Yemen, Nicaragua, Grenada and Cuba. Copies of these 











accusations were sent to the United Nations, the OAS, 
as well as Grenada and Nicaragua. But somewhere 
along the way, the Movement seemed to lose momen- 
tum and so tailed to get any international newsplay. 

As can be expected, the PPM has already estab- 
lished ties wits: Cuba, Nicaragua and next-door neigh- 
bour Grenada, identitying itself with all uti 
causes. , 

Not unlike what it did previously in Nicaragua, 
(srenada and Jamaica, Cuba now works to assist and 
unite Marxist and leftist dissident groups in Trinidad 
and Tobago. We must remembe? that Jamaica, as stable 
as it was, experienced tha catastrophic results of 
Marxist infiltration and had to stand firm. Nicaragua 
and Grenada, however, succumbed to this penetration 
and changed leadership by the gun. How? With Cuban 
support of course. ‘— : 

These new Le agpaindl core promised to 
correct abuses of the previous governments — and 


abuses there were — but the Sandinistas in Nicaragua | 


and the New Jewellers in Grenada led by Maurice 
Bishop rule by the hand of Marxist domination guided 
by Cuban advisor. 

Trinidad ranks third among Latin American nations 
in per capita income, and has had a relatively stable 
economy. Nevertheless, there are surprisingly some 
influential people who have been attracted to Cuban- 
style ocilan, Among them is a certain Tobagan 
Minister in the Trinidad Parliament who looks to Cuba 
as a model. So is Marxist activist George Weeks, head 
ot the Oil Workers Union, and Raffique Shah, a 
confirmed Marxist, high in the Sugar Workers Union. 
Shah, you will recall, led an army mutiny against the 
Eric Williams government in 1970. 

By all indications, subversions in Trinidad by the 
Grenadian method or by the subtle infiltration as that 
tried in Jamaica has recently increased. Cubans posing 
as students with Venezuelan passports are known to be 
entering Trinidad, and are being closely monitored by 
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the Trinidadian Security Police. Other. students hand- 
picked by leftist groups and certain trade union leaders 
attend classes which have ominous implications for 
Trinidad and Tobago. Security authorities say more 
than 200 Trinidadians have ay! received comman- 
do- training in Grenada. And, dear readers, who do 
you think provided this trainin shortly after the Cuban 
assisted coup that installed Bishop? You guessed it, the 
same technicians that trained the Jewellers. 


Jamaica’s role 

Jamaica, as the leader in the Caribbean, owes it to 
its freedom-loving neighbours to pay more attention to 
security in the region by closely monitoring these 
happenings around us and speak out. For starters, 
Bishop must be called upon to declare his hand. Is he 
going to defend democratic principles by repeating the 
stupid, revengeful, spiteful, and above all, illegal and 
unconstitutional retroactive laws which is alien not only 
to our rule of law, but also to our moral principles, or 
is he going to defend communist propaganda by 
——s an unpopular dicatatorship upon our CARI- 
COM brothers and sisters, and keep people of con- 
science who dare to disagree languishing in Grenadian 
prisons as “political prisoners? 


“Ye ig interesting to note a comment from the Soviet 
envoy to Trinidad, speaking to President Ellis Clarke 
some months after the People’s Popular Movement was 
formed. | quote: “the Soviet Union never thrusts itself 
on countries, because it is the responsibility of the 
people to forge their own destiny.” That is certainly 
true in the Caribbean where Cuba acts as the front for 
the Russians. To quote St. Lucia’s Prime Minister, a 
Compton “once you have the Cuban influence there, 
behind the Cuban influence there is going to be the 
Russian influence.” __ a 

They tried it in Jamatca and succeeded in Grenada. 
Could it be Trinidad’s turn next? 








COUNTRY SECTION 


INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


"GLEANER' EDITORIAL ASSAILS GRENADA'S STAND ON RIGHTS 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 19 Nov 82 p 8 


[Editorial] 


[Text } 


CSO: 


Mr. Bishop has defiantly declared 
that so long as he retains power, he 
will not return to what he calls the 


Westminster type of democracy, 


which means that he has turned his 
ba¢k on elections in which parties 
are free to participate and which 
allow people-to elect the govern- 
ment of their choice. 

“In fact, he poured contempt on 
his’ colleagues at the Heads of 
Government conference when he 
derided the system of government 
by which they came to power. 

In his scornful derision of 
elections, he has characterised 
thém as being “a question of 
whether Tweedledum can fool 
Tweedledee and the person who 
can share ort the most rum and 
corned beef wins”. Yet this is the 
same Mr. Bishop who sought to be 
elected and narrowly lost to Mr. 
Gairy because of alleged irregulari- 
ties in the election, which led the 
good people of Grenada to uphold 
the. Bishop Coup in the hope that 
he would eliminate such irregulari- 
ties, But instead he has eliminated 
elections and democracy. . | 

Mr. Bishops seems to think that 
civil and political human rights are 
non-existent and, as a result, he 
highlights economic human rights, 
but we believe that civil and 
political human rights as well as 
economic human rights must go 
together, for to promote the 


second over the first is to return to. 


slavery, because the slaves were 
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assured of food and shelter. 

In the light of Bishop’s defiant 
and ,contemptuous approach to his 
own people as well as to his col- 
leagues and to other governments, 


‘ it was refreshing to note Jamaica’s 


Prime Minister’s statement that the 
right of people to change a govern- 
ment in elections free and fair and 
free from fear is the most funda- 
mental human right. 


Mr. Bishop bases his objection 
to democracy, as we know it, on 
the ground that it flowed from 
Britain to us when we were 
colonies. Well, so did the laws, the 
university institutions — and 
cricket. Is he going to outlaw these 
too, because they came from 
Britain? 


Incidentally, it is to our mind a 
little alarming that both the P.N.P. 
and its union colleague, the 
N.W.U., . should. have issued 
statements following an article 
along. the same lincs by their 
leader, Mr. Manley, in a Barbadian 
newspaper, suggesting that it would 
have been trivial of the Heads of 
Government gathered here to look 
at the situation that obtains in 
Grenada. iF 

Surely, the situation with 
respect to human rights and 
democracy in Grenada musi be of 
concern to the regional leaders, 
and can hardly be regarded as 
trivial. 7 














COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


BERMUDA-BARBADOS TIES--Premier the Hon. John Swan announced yesteday that 
barrister Mr. Harley S. L. Moseley had been appointed Barbados Commissioner 
to Bermuda. Mr. Harley, 63, is currently serving as Permanent Representative 
for Barbados to the United Nations in New York. Premier Swan said he was 
pleased with the appointment and saw it as a furthering of ties between the 
two Islands. It follows a commitment made by Mr. Tom Adams, Prime Minister 
of Barbados, during a visit to Bermuda in May when he said he would appoint a 
representative. Government got word of the appointment early this month from 
the Foreign and Commonwealth Office in London. Mr. Moseley, a Barbadian, re- 
ceived his qualifications at MIddle Temple Inn of Court, London, in 1954 and 
has served as an administrator and magistrate for the Government of St. 
Kitts-Nevis-Anguilla and as a magistrate. and crown counsel in Barbados be- 
tween 1962-70. He has been in private practise as a lawyer since then. Mr. 
Moseley has served on a number of associations and committees and is a member 
of the National Executive Committee of the Barbados Labour Party. [Text] 
{Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 27 Nov 82 p 2] 
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COUNTRY SECTION ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 


BRIEFS 


RELATIONS WITH AFRICAN STATES--Two front line States confronting racist South 
Africa, are among three African countries which have established Diplomatic 
Relation with Antigua and Barbuda and will appoint High Commissioners. The 
three countries are: Zambia, Zimbabwe, and Uganda. The High Commissioners 
of these countries to Antigua and Barbuda will be on a non-resident basis. 
Equally, Antigua and Barbuda's High Commissioner to the United Kingdom, will 
be the non-resident envoy to the African Capitals. The extension of Diplo- 
matic Relation to include accreditation of High Commissioners marks the in- 
creasing respect which Antigua and Barbuda is being accorded by African coun- 
tries and the international community as a whole. [St Johns THE WORKERS VOICE 
in English 17 Nov 82 p 1] 


INCREASE IN TOURISM--ST JOHN'S, Antigua (CANA)--Antigua and Barbuda tourism | 
officials today reported an increase of just over 2 000 visitors who holidayed 
here during the first 10 months of the year, compared with the corresponding 
period in 1981. Official statistics put the number of holiday makers dropping 
in here between January and October at 71 374, against 69 328 who came last 
year. Except the United Kingdom markets which showed a drop in visitor arri- 
vals, Antigua and Barbuda's two other major tourist markets--the United States 
and Canada--showed an increase over the period under review. [Bridgetown 
ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 19 Nov 82 p 8] 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


PINDLING CRITICIZES 


DICHOTOMY IN U.S. GOVERNMENT OVER CBI 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 2 Dec 82 pp 1, 13 


[Text] 


PRIME MINISTER Pindling 
disclosed last night that the US 
Treasury Department is 


attempting to lure traditional | 


tax haven Caribbean countries 
into liberalizing their bank 


secrecy laws and giving the 


information to several US 
Federal agencies. 

He said that it disturbed him 
that this ‘“‘less publicised” 
initiative was being pursued by 
the United States with hardly 
any apparent consideration to 
the fact that the economies of 
Caribbean financial centres 
depend more on receiving 
business through banking 
secrecy and international 
financial trading than 
Switzerland. 

“lL am somewhat perturbed 
by what I perceive to be two 
competing Caribbean Busin 
Initiatives (CBI), the one being 
pursued by the US State 
Depart ment and the other 
being pursued by the United 
States Treasury Department,’ 
he said last night while giving 
his annual address at the 
Chamber of Commerce. dinner 
meeting at the Ambussador 
Beach Hotel. 

Mr Pindling said that as he 
and the Chamber's president, 
Shervin Thompson. will be 
travelling to Miami next week 
to take part in a broad range of 
discussions on the CBI, it was 
important that Mr Thompson 
be made aware that “the US 
Treasury Department is 
presently altempting to cujole 
4 number of Caribbean 
countries that have 
traditionally been tax havens 
into liberalizing their bank 


1h 


secrecy ‘laws and make this 
information available to the 
Securities and Exchange 
Commission, SEC: the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, FBI: 
and the Internal Revenue 
Service. IRS.” Mr Pindling suid. 


He said that it now seemed 
clear that the ~ Treasury 
Department has a “hit list” 
which includes the Cayman 
Islands, the British Virgin 
Islands, the Netherlands 
Antilles and the Bahamas. 

“What disturbs me,” Mr 
Pindling said, “is the fact that 
this less publicised initiative in 
the Caribbean is being pursu 
by the United States with little 
or no apparent consideration 
of the fact that the economies 
of financial centres in the 
Caribbean are more dependent 
than Switzerland on the 
business they generate through 


banking secrecy and 
international financial 
trading.” 


Mr Pindling said that in June 
of this. year the Treasury 
Department was not successful 
in getting the British Virgin 
Islands to agree to a new 
Double Taxation Treaty, “so 
the Treasury Department 
simply cancelled the old 
treaty.” He said that a similar 
situation may occur in the 
Netherlands Antilles where, he 
said, the Treasury Depart ment 
is threatening to cancel their 
1955 Treaty. 

“Considering that the 
Antilles government relies 
heavily on the $50 million it 
receives annually in tax 
revenues from its offshore 
financial centre, it can be seen 
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why one of its former Tax 
Commissioners said that if the 
country’s Tax Treaty with the 


United States is cancelled © 


economic distress, social 


unrest, political instability and ; 


perhaps even J government 
over-throw by elements with 
leftist sympathies may fallow.” ° 
he said. 

Mr Pindling said thal these. 
however. were the sume 


‘conditions that the jore 


publicized State Department - 
Initiative was designed to 
change. ; , 
“When one considers the 
theoretical objectives of the 
State Department's Initiative 


Initiative, one cannot help but 
wonder whether the United 
State's government's real 
intention is not to make the 


prime beneficiaries of the 
Stated Department $ 
Initiatives,” Mr Pindling said. 
He said that as far as t 
State Department's CBI was 
concerned, there were some 
aspects of that economic plan 
which were of tangible, 
practical importance to Our 
economic progress. 


“But I also maintain that the 


plan, as presently constituted, 
i j 


only ~ equivocal, 


back-handed benefits to. the 


Bahamas,” the Prime Minister ‘ 


will open the United State’s 
enormous markets for twelve 


lan. 
“It seems quite clear that 
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which are prepared to supply 
information on investors to US 
agencies and to countries 
whose economies rely heavily 
on the export of manufactured 
and certain agricultural 
products,” he said. 

Mr Pindling went on to say 
that at present only 11% of the 
Bahamas’ Gross Domestic 
Product, comes from 
manufactured exports, so the 
Bahamas is unlikely to benefit 
from this measure unless “we 


agricultural and fisheries 
sectors.” 

He said that another feature 
of the Econo ecovery 
Pian, which related to ucing 
investment risks to United 
States investors, will probably 
have only a marginal effect on 
the Bahamian economy 
because of our “already liberal 
foreign exchange laws, tax 
exempt status and political 


factors, the Overseas Private 


is ta provide the 
Insurance, cannot provide 
coverage to countries where 
the per capita income exceeds 
$2,900, which effectively 
eliminates the Bahamas,” 
Prime Minister Pindling said. 

Mr Pindling also reminded 
Chamber members that 
because of the status of the 
ee and Bermuda as 
offshore financial centres, they 
were both exempted from the 
Convention Tax Act, “despite 
joint representation at the 
i levet by the Premier of 
Bermuda and myself earlier 
this year and despite the fact 
that the Bahamas and Bermuda 
are the only offshore tourist 
destinations that can 
accommodate any real 
conventions,” Mr Pindling said, 
adding that these facilities 
don’t exist amywhere else in 
the region. 











COUNTRY SECTION 


GOVERNMENT ON COLLISION COURSE WITH CHURCHES OVER CASINOS 


PLP Attack on Churches 


Nassau THE HERALD in English 11 Nov 82 p 3 


[Editorial] 


[Text] 


THIS SOCIETY should be good 
and tired of hyprocrisy and double 
standards. This society should be 
good and tired of those sanctimo- 


nious twerps who oy around in. 


the guise of the r than thou 


and are in fact sweetheartin’ on 
their wife. or husband, or stealing 


on their neighbour or just plain ly- 


ing. , | 

: THIS SOCIETY must be sick and 

tired of those who — speak up 

when it the to -~4 advantage to 

—_ society, partic- 
arly rh pe: people must be 

amused then confused and dis- 


mayed at the difference between 
public postures and private behav- 


iour. 

THESE THOUGHTS lead us di- 
rectly to confront the comments 
made by various church leaders in 
the community about the Govern- 
ment’s announced intention to 

the number of casinos in 
the country. No sooner had the 
Prime Minister made his announce- 
ment than these so called 
guardians of the nation’s morality 
rose up and spoke out against the 


expansion. 
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THE LEADEBS OF THE, 


CHURCH have every right to 
speak, but we also have a right to 
point out certain facts of life to 
them. One fact that Church leaders 
in this country can never escape, 
and for which they should not be 
forgiven is their silence during the 
course of the last general election 


campaign in the face of the 


onslaught of character sniping by 
members of the Opposition. 
NO ONE SPOKE UP from the 


Church when PLP leaders were be-- 


ing called crooks and sissies. No 
one raised their voice until the PLP 
in its own defence struck back. 
Suddenly the sanctimonious guardi- 
ans of our morals struck out to tell 
PLP leaders they must fight on a 
more lofty plain. In that one exer- 
cise, they discredited themselves in 
the eyes of the Bahamian public. 
SECONDLY, it should be pointed 
out to these Church leaders that we 
in this country long ago decided on 
the course which we would follow 
on casino gambling. That was done 
in the 1960’s by the UBP and con- 
firmed in 1978 when the Govern- 
ment established its control and 
ownership of casinos. The fact is 
they are here, and provide employ- 
ment for people. The new casinos 
are likely to provide more employ- 
ment, and also spread more money 
around in the society. 
_ ONE ARGUMENT put forward is 
that the casinos will cause immoral 
and criminal behaviour. There will 
be an increase in prostitution and 
loose living. The Church leaders it 
seems to us have a more funda- 
mental problem. Are they arguing 
that gambling is intrinsically 
wrong? Aren’t they in fact saying 
that Tourism itself is bad because 
the fast money has a tendency to 





breed sexually promiscuous behav- 
iour? 
NONE OF THEM could get their 
members to accept in their heart of 
hearts that gambling is intrinsi- 
cally wrong. Too many of their 
members and too many Ministers 
of the Gospel are busy buying num- 
bers every day. And even if. 
preachers say that they don’t buy. 
numbers or are —s numbers, 
they cannot deny that some of the 
money made from numbers and 
some made by. employees in casi- 
nos makes it way into the collection 
lates on Sunday. What do they do? 
Throw away. the money earned. 
from numbers. ) . 
NONE OF THEM would dare ar- 
= that Tourism should go. They 
0 


it provides the hi ard ¢ 
li we have ever enjoyed in this 
country. Certainly the argument 
that the rich tourist from overseas 
corrupts the r and unexposed 
native does hold some water. 

THE POINT IS THE CASINOS 
ARE HERE. We have already paid 
obeisance to Church opinion by say- 
ing that Bahamians cannot amble. 
That is acceptable, although there. 
is some _—— in that as well be- 
cause any adult ought to be able.to 
gamble if he wishes. In many re- 
spects, the Church leaders are re- 
og old wounds. They are not 

ely to get support on this one 
from those who are unemployed. 

THERE IS ANOTHER DIS- 
TURBING ASPECT TO THIS, and 
that is the fact that the Church 
leaders are ap g more and 
more to think of themselves as 
power brokers. There is an ap- 

earance that they are less 
interested in making moral pro- 
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nouncements. ‘ney appear to be 
more inter in simply meeting 
with political leaders to tell them 
how many people they s for. 
Elections are over, and all Parlia- 
mentarians have their mandates 
both Government and Opposition. 
These leaders in this sense can 
speak for-no one. What they can do 
is give advice to the country and 
the public atlarge. _— 

WE do not want to be unneces- 
sarily anchdritable but there is a 
need for the Church leaders to re- 
examine themselves and their own 
behaviour over the past 15 years. 
They ought to ask themselves 


whether they have truly been inter- 
ested in the morals of the nation. 
They ought to seek to discover 


whether their voices are not the 
voices of convenience. They ought 
to try and find out whether their 
iob is not in fact to help our peo 


ing a hyprocrite, and we submit 
that the Church leaders have no 
case once they concede that Tou- 
rism stuff is good for the country. 


- NOW as to the arguments pro 
and con on Tourism that is for an- 
other time. We, like everyone else, 
would wish there was something 
else. We do not believe that casinos 
are the magic answer to unemploy- 
ment but they will help. We would 
like to see the economy fully diver- 
sified. But at the same time, we 
are not going to deny some more 
unemployed people the chance for 
a job. Ask the town of West End on 
eo Bahama how they feel about 
it. : | 

A-PROMINENT BLACK BAHA- 
MIAN BUSINESSMAN told us this 
week: “Ask these Church leaders, 
when people are unemployed and 
they have no collection to put in the 
Church’s plates what happens 


le 
understand that despite all the slit. 
ter and fast money, . must be 
Christian-like in their behaviour. 
Part of being a Christian is not be- 


then?” Clergymen we await your 
deep and considered replies. 


Baptist Call for Referendum 
Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 15 Nov 82 p l 
[Article by Athena Damianos} 


fExcerpt] A LEADING Baptist Minister told a packed church meeting last night 
that the Church was in a battle and called for a referendum on the question 
of expanding casino gambling in the Bahamas. 


Rev Dr Charles Smith (Zion Baptist), who has been chaplain to Parliament for 
the past 13 years, was speaking at an extraordinary meeting at Salem Baptist 
Church last night. About 27 Baptist churches--all of thsoe in New Providence 
-~-cancelled evening services last night so that Baptists could attend the 
meeting. 


"we are in a battle and the church members at this point need to decide whe- 
ther they are going to be true to what their churches preach or not," Rev 
Smith told over a thousand people who packed the church and spilled into the 
vard outside. 
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"In all political parties almost all the members belong to some church and 
all the churches are against casino gambling," he said. 


"If we are going to have an expansion of casinos, knowing all the churches 
are against this, and as we are a Christian country, then we should have a 
referendum to the people, then the move will smack of dictatorship because 
it is something that the people clearly do not want." 


Anglican Stand 
Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 15 Nov 82 pp 1, 13 


[Excerpt] ANGLICAN Bishop Michael Eldon Sunday night said the Anglican 
Church does not favour the Bahamas’ economy becoming dependent upon gambling. 


He said the Church has "urged the diversification of our economy so that 
eventually casinos could be phased out of our economic and social systems." 


In his charge to the 83rd session of the Synod at Christ Church Cathedral 
last night, the Bishop said that although the Anglican Church does not take 
the position that all forms of gambling are always wrong, it did not favour 
the economy becoming dependent on it. 


"Therefore, at this time," he said, "we are not in favour of seeing our econ- 
omy becoming increasingly dependent on it, since the more it spreads the 
harder it becomes to control and ultimately phase out." 


The Bishop delivered his Charge as he declared the Synod of the Anglican 
Diocese of the Bahamas, Turks and Caicos Islands open. 


Hundreds of people, including religious and government leaders, politicians 
and church members, were present to hear the Bishop. 


Present were Governor-General Sir Gerald Cash, Mrs Marguerite Pindling, wife 
of the Prime Minister, Opposition Leader Kendal Isaacs, Bahamas Christian 


Council president Bishop William Johnson, Home Affairs Minister Clement May- 
nard, Education Minister Darrell Rolle and Senate President Edwin Coleby. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


MINISTER OF EDUCATION CONFRONTS TEACHERS UNION LEADERS 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 12 Nov 82 pp l, 10 


[Text } 


MINISTER of Education 
Dasrell Rolle warned Teachers 
Union executives from the 
House of Assembly Thursday 
that they will find him a 
“politician” if they do not play 
the rules of the game “fairly 
and squarely” with him. 

“I will respond to every lic 
and every statement they make 
giving the wrong impression to 
the public,” the Minister told 
Parliament on the appoint ment 
of a_ select committee to 
consider education and 
training. 

Mr Rolle suid: “I will play 
the rules of the game fairly and 
squarely und if they overstep 
that line thev will find me as a 
politician on the other side of 
the line.” 

Winding up the debate, Mr 
Rolle also attacked as a 
“blatant lic,” a statement by 
BUT exccutives that a rivalry 
between himself and the 
Minister of Youth, Kendal 
Nottuge, was the reason why 
there were no chairs in some 
schools. 

He said that the chairs had 
been in the schools since the 
start of the summer youth 
programme and were still 
there. He said the union’s 
executives could have got that 
information from shop 
stewards. 

He also said that. the 
statement about the rivalry was 
issued by two members of the 
executive and did not have the 
concurrence of the others. 

Since becoming Minister, Mr 
Rolle said that he had 
organized several workshops 
und ‘national educational 





conferences to fully involve 
teachers in the process of 
education. 


A 
drafted by him that became 
the basis for policy 





elicted from him. 

He said he later told 
executives at a meeting to deal 
with him in good faith or he 
would reserve the right to 
respond when attacked on 
political grounds. 

He said that he also invited 
BUT executives along with him 
in meeting with teachers an 
“some .of the  misunder - 
standings 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


GOVERNMENT, UNION IN DISPUTE OVER PHONE SERVICE RESPONSIBILITY 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 21 Nov 82 p 5 


Union Reply to Maynard 


[Letter to the Editor] 


[Text } 


EDITOR, The Tribune, 


Reference is made to certain 
remarks Senator Andrew 
“Dud” Maynard reportedly 
made in the Senate recently 
with respect to the poor service 
provided to telephone 
subscribers by the Bahamas 
Telecommunications 
Corporation. 

The Bahamas 
Communications and Public 
Officers Union has been 
obliged on a number of 
occasions recently, and the 
union is again moved, to set 
the record straight because 
some members of the public, 
politicians and management 
have found it convenient to 
blame the workers of Batelco 
for the equipment maintenance 
problems the Corporation is 
presently experiencing. 

Sen Maynard was quoted as 
saying, among other things, 
that the BCPOU needs to tell 
workers: “You'll got your 
raise. Now get back to work. 
I'm not anti-union, but I am 
anti-lazy and_ indulgeni 
behaviour.” 

He added that. the 
“opposition wants to blame 
the minister. But he don’t fix 
no phones. Management needs 
a beating! They allowed this 
situation to get out of hand. 
Not the board, but those in 
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charge of the day-to-day 
running of the Corporatior.”’ 

To be sure, the BCPOU 
welcomes this belated 
recoghition (such as it is) of 
management’s responsibility 
for this situation, but the 
union takes strong exception 
to the fact that Sen Maynard’s 
sentiments smacks of the 


- buck-passing that has been 


indulged in at the highest levels 
on this question for some time. 

Contrary to the impression 
that may have been conveyed, 
the record would show that 
Batelco’s telephone problems 
are not a new phenomenon. 
There have been persistent 
public complaints over the 
years. They just. did not 
suddenly develop as a result of 
the recent contract dispute. 

As a responsible 
organisation, the BCPOU does 
not . encourage or condone 
‘laziness and indulgent 
behaviour” on the part of 
anyone, te it the worker or 
management. The workers of 
Batelco have not been tola ‘to 
stop working by: the BCPOU, 
nor (to the union’s knowledgc) 
have they stopped working, us 
suggested by Sen Maynard. 

The generally accepted 
definition of management is 
‘the provision of an 
environment within a group so 


BAHAMAS 





Nassau THE 


[Text] 


that the group as a whole and 
the individuals within it can 


achieve their objectives. It 


consists of planning, directing 
and controlling the people and 
the environment.” 

The BCPOU is not 
responsible for the 


the Corporation. The union | 


does not assign workers of 
provide them with the needed 
tools to get the job done. The 
BCPOU’s primary 


responsibility is to promote | 


and protect the welfare of ‘the 
workers. 

Management is responsible 
and being handsomely paid for 
ensuring that the public is 
provided with necessary 
services by the Corporation. If 
the critics are unable to accept 
this proposition, they will have 
to tell the union what 
management’s responsibility is 
and what management is being 
paid for. In baseball and other 
sports, when the team is not 
performing to expectations, 
they get rid of the manager. 

Sen Maynard is also reported 
as saying: ‘In Batelco most of 
the trouble-makers are FNM. 
They (presumably 
management) scared of them 
yelling victimisation! We got to 
get serious and the FNM got to 


get serious.” beacie 

The BCPOU suggests that 
this apparent attempt to 
politicise the problems of 
Batelco is indicative of the 
kind Sf mentality that has 
played a significant role, not 
only in the recent contract 
dispute, but also the situation 
that presently exists at the 
Corporation. 

In fact the affairs of Batelco 
have become so _ highly 
politicised and the degree to 
which political considerations 
influence is .such that the 
Corporation is regarded as an 
employment agency for the 
constituents of certain highly 
placed politicians. 

For its part, as a trade 
union, the BCPOU: has no 
interest in partisan’ politics or 
political games. As a matter of 
principle, the BCPOU is not 
concemed about the political 
allegiances of its membegs, but 
the union will vigorously 
defend their democratic and 
constitutional right as citizens 
to whatever political 
philosophy they may 
subscribe, providing that it 
does not interfere with their 
pet{ormance on the job. © 


BAHAMAS. COMMUNICA. 


TIONS AND PUBLIC 
OFFICERS UNION. 


Nottage Charge 


TRIBUNE in English 20 Nov 82 p l 


YOUTH, SPORTS and 
Community Affairs Minister 
Kendal Nottage last night gave 
the Communications and 
Public Officers Union 
(BCPOU) the responsibility of 
seeing that New Providence's 
telephone service is properly 
restored. 

Delivering the closing 
address at the BCPOU 
three-day convention, Mr 
Nottage, who is also the 
Minister in charge of 
broadcasting, also dismissed 
the idea that the Government 
and the union were mortal 
enemies. 


The BCPOU is the 
bargaining agent for workers at 
Bahamas Telecommunications 
Corporation (Batelco’ and the 
Broadcasting Corporation of 
he Behamas. Earlier this year 
che BCPOU was embroiled in 
an industrial dispute with 
Batelco. 

That resulted in a disruption 
of telephone service. Many 
subscribers, while still paying 
their telephone bills, have been 
without service since June, 

Mr Nottage said he 
recognised that tempers and 
emotions often run very high 
and very hot around the 





bargaining table during 
negotiations. 

“But once the contract. is 
settled, however, it is then time 
for action,” he said. “‘It is time, 
for example; for our 
telephones to get fixed. It is 
time for the workers to gét up 
and get going The union has'a 
responsibility to make sure 
that the workers get the job 
done.” , 

The Government’s 
much-talked about New 
Frontier scheme, he said, 
demanded a modern and 
up-to-date system of 
communications by radio, 
telephone and television. Trade 
union members in_ the 
_— field, he said, have to 

eep abreast of the latest in 
technology. 

‘*Union leaders and 
members, in my view,” he said, 
“should not only be concerned 
about labour relations matters, 
but they must also be 


concerned about. the 
development of the 
technology. — 


“The trade union must 
foster and encourage discipline 
and loyalty among its 
members, Discipline in this 
context includes coming to 
work on time and performing 
an honest day’s work fér an 
horn_st day’s pay.” 

Direct communications 
between the executives of the 
union and the executives of the 
employer, he said, goes a long 
way down the road to mutual 
understanding and _ industrial 
peace. 

. Communications, he said are 
extremely important to the 
nation and its number one 
industry, tourism. Hotels, 


airlines and those businesses in 
related tourist activities, he 
said, depend very heavily upon 
good communications. 

“The banking community 
could not exist without the 
services provided by © your 
union and we could not 


and insurance industries 
without proper communi- 
cations,” Mr Nottage said. 
Members of the BCPOU, he 
said, have a grave responsibility 
in the process of national 
development. The telephone 
operator, he said, is an 
embassador of the country for 
tourism, investment,, banking, 
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msurance and many areas thet 
are important in the national 


‘development plan. 


People sometimes talk as 
though the Government and 
the union are mortal enemies, 


ai Notta Rp but the 
ory of Progressive 
Liberal Party government 


would show that that is not 
true. 

“You need only to look at 
the labour legislation enacted 
by this GoveMmment to know 
that such’s action is untrue,” 
Mr Nottage said. ‘“‘We have in 
fact created a model system for 
industrial relations. 

‘“‘The Government has 
always recognised the need to 
work together with unions and 
employers as partners § in 
the building of this nation of 
ours and we re ise you, the 
working man and the working 
woman as the real resource, the 

bone and sinew of this 


Government enact positive 
labour legislation as well as a 
code of industrial relations for 


‘the guidance of all cases of 


labour disputes. Indeed this 
very union (BCPOU) has taken 
advantage of such legislation in 
athieving your own labour 
relations objective.” 

Ms. Nottage boasted about 
Government’s enactment of 
the Fair Labour Standard Act, 
which, he said, had the. effect 

foviding a floor for all 
Workers in terms of vacation 
pay, days off, holiday pay and 
overtime pay. 

The Government, he said, 
has provided important social 
legislation such as the National 
Insurance Act which provides 
for such contingencies as old 
age, sickness and invalidity, 
injury on the job, maternity, 
permanent disability, and 
children being deprived of 
parental care by the death of 
the breadwinner. 

“You have seen us provide 
wider educational 
opportunities for yourselves 
and your children,” Mr 
Nottage said. “You have seen 
us train and educate yourselves 
as well as others not only 
through our schools but by 
way of vocational and 
educational scholarships. These 
are the actions of a sensible 
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Union Disclaimer 
Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 22 Nov 82 pp 1, 12 
[Article by Anthony Forbes] 


[Excerpt] CHARTERED accountant Franklyn Wilson, financial advisor to the 
Communications and Public Officers Union, said at a banquet Saturday that the 
union alone should not be charged with the burden of correcting the deficien- 
cies in the telephone system. 


Mr Wilson also suggested four questions to those genuinely concerned with the 
telephone system and said that maybe there was need for fresh blood on the 
executive committee of the Bahamas Telecommunications Corporation. 


The resident managing partner of Deloitte Haskins and Sells, Mr Wilson, who 
became the union's financial adviser during the 1979 contract negotiations 
with Batelco, was honoured at a banquet closing out the BCPOU week-long 
conference. 


Hundreds of workers from the Broadcasting Corporation and Batelco, whom the 
union represents, attended the banquet at the Ballroom of the Britannia Beach 
Hotel, to hear union Vice President Keith Archer heap praises on him. 


Also attending the banquet were Minister of Youth, Sports and Community Af- 
fairs, were Minister of Youth, Sports Culture and Community Affairs, Kendal 
Nottage, and former union president Vance Major, who was also honoured for his 
contributions to the development of the union. 


Union president Charles Bethel also paid tribute to Mr Wilson in a toast and 
at the same time criticised the management of the Broadcasting Corporation 
for not having TV cameras at the event. 


CSO: 3298/188 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


"HERALD' TO REORGANIZE, MAKE CHANGES IN COVERAGE 


Nassau THE HERALD in English 11 Nov 82 p 1 


[Excerpts] 


[Article by Everette W. Bannister] 


THE HERALD came on 
the scene after an ab- 
sence of several years in 
March of 1981. At that 
time we announced that a 
newspaper was coming 
back on the scene in sup- 
port of the work of the 
Progressive Liberal 
Party. We said then that 
we hoped-that The Herald 
would become a perma- 
nent. voice in Bahamian 
journalism lending sup- 
port to Prime Minister 
Pindling and the party 
that he leads. I was 
happy to be a part of that 
effort. 


IT is therefore my priv- 
ilege and pleasure to 
announce that the news- 
paper will be taking on a 
new look and attempting 


to broaden its appeat*in: 


the coming weeks. This is 
in pursuance of the objec- 
tives of The Herald to 
become a permanent 
voice in Bahamian jour- 
nalism. We know that 
there is a need for a voice 
out there in the public to 
lend vital support to the 
Progressive Liberal 
Party. 
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- NEXT WEEK when 
The Herald appears it 
will have a new format. It 
ppear in tabloid size 


organization | 
Herald Publishing Com- 
pany will be révealed in 
full to the public. I feel 
that I can say this much, 
that the reorganization 
will reflect the fact that 
the operational costs of 
The Herald have been 
borne by the Progressive 
Liberal Party fer the past 
nine months. I can also 
say that there will be 
more than political news. 
Our features on social 


and efondinic matters. 
and foreign affairs will be 
so‘that our ap- 


peal will be broadened. So 
whereas in the past The 
Herald might have been 
considered a poli- 
tical journal, we .are at- 
tempting tocreatea 
periodical upon which the 
Bahamian public can de- 
pend for news and 
commentary of a special 
nature. IN no way will 
this lessen our support of 
the PLP. 





CSO: 
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moved to, the PLP 

at Gambier 

House and accordingly 
the telephone numbers 


have been changed. The 


postal address remains 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


TOURISM CONTINUES SLIDE FOR NINTH STRAIGHT MONTH 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 18 Nov 82 p 2 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


Barbados recorded its 
ninth successive monthly 
decline in tourist arrivals in 
September, the Government 
Statistical Department 


srivale for Testesnber, 


ember, 1981. 
overall decrease for =~ 


to the Central Bank. 
Barbados registered the 

following drops in tourist 

arrivals this year: January 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


NEW POLICE CHIEF REVIEWS PLANS FOR ASSAULT ON CRIME 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 20 Nov 82 p l 


(Article by Courtney King] 


[Text] 


Cso: 


The Royal Barbados ‘beet 
Force, the 


, under 
of its recently 
Commissioner 


g 
& e 
s 


launch a massi 


assault on criminality 


talking about serious crime as 
it affects agriculture, 

larceny, ‘‘crime affecting 
substantially the economy of 


3298/174 
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BARBADOS 


tod 


hat the streets 
unnecessarily 


“But we are very concerned 
about the inconvenience which 
has been brought to our 
attention by members of the 
public. We are not 
considerate in that regard at 
all, but it is a matter of 
establishing what our 
priorities are at the moment 

making decisions which 
have ta be made,” he added: 














COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS 


BRIEFS 


ROAD REPAIR PLAN--The Ministry of Transport and Works has embarked on a six- 
month road works programme which will see the repair, resurfacing and con- 
struction of roads, the cost of which will be met from the Transport Levy 
Fund. This was disciosed yesterday by a senior official of the Ministry of 
Transport and Works. The official said that the programme contained six ele- 
ments which form part of a comprehensive five-year plan to bring roads in 
Barbados up to an acceptable level, adequate for the requirement of all traf- 
fic, vehicular and pedestrian. The programme started this month and is sched- 
uled to be completed in April, 1983. Elements of the programme include road 
improvements on the outskirts of the City and in the residential districts of 
Redman's Village, Bissex, Colleton Gardens, Six Roads, Sayes Court, Haynes- 
ville, Eden Lodge, St. Barnabas and Bayville. Work in some of these districts 
has already started. There is also a plan for the construction of some tenan- 
try and subsidiary roads and the repair of at least two bridges. Work is cur- 
rently being done on the Swing Bridge and it is envisaged that it will be com- 
pleted in time for the bridge to be used before Christmas. The Ministry is 
also in the process of carrying out a survey of bridges and culverts on major 
roads, with a view to determining their structural strength and load carrying 
capacity and to devise a programme of improvement and reconstruction where 
necessary. The Ministry has already engaged consultancy services and is look- 
ing into the preparation and design of a new bridge at Bridge Road in St. 
Michael. [Excerpt] [Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 16 Nov 82 p 1] 


BWU RECOGNITION--The Barbados Worker's Union (BWU) has been recognised as the 
sole bargaining agent for workers at the Arawak Cement plant. Voest-Alpine 
Montage, one of the leading contractors on the site at Checker Hall, St. Lucy, 
granted recognition to the BWU and negotiations on wages and conditions of em- 
ployment on behalf of workers there are to start soon. The union said yester- 
day it had successfully handled a work stoppage at the plant on Tuesday follow- 
ing an altercation between an expatriate supervisor and a member of the BWU. 
The union said that as a result the worker was dismissed but the Supervisor 
kept on. A meeting has since been organised between the BWU and the company 
to discuss the matter. The BWU pointed out that a decision had been taken that 
the supervisor would be sent off the job and the employee to be paid pending a 
discussion between both parties. [Text] [Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 
20 Nov 82 p 1] 


BWU 'NO'’ TO WAGE FREEZE--The Barbados Workers’ Union (BWU) has reiterated it 
will not be agreeing to a wage freeze for employees in the hotel industry in 











the wake of the increases in remuneration granted to Parliamentarians. The 
union's position was outlined in its weekly statement in which it criticised 
Government for granting the increases which it noted had come at a time of 
lay-offs, redundancies, and calls for workers to tighten their belts and hold 
strain. “After such a display of greed by the Government, the BWU cannot be 
expected to respect calls for any kind of wage restraint by the Government", 
the BWU said. The union said it had no doubt that Government was waiting in 
the wings to support the Hotel Association in its call for an extension of the 
present agreement, to 1984. It said it also knew of the World Bank and the 
International Monetary Fund's (IMF) dictum on the hotel negotiations, and 
that for the Transport Board Workers, both of which were due soon. But said 
the BWU: "The workers surely cannot be expected to demand less than the ex- 
ample set by those whom they have elected to lead them." [Bridgetown ADVOCATE- 
NEWS in English 20 Nov 82 p 1] 


NEW EDITOR--FROM today a new man sits in the editor's chair of the SUNDAY 
SUN. He is noted Barbadian journalist Al Gilkes, who takes over from Tony 
Cozier. Educated at Harrison College, Gilkes joined the then Barbados Advo- 
cate as a reporter in 1961, after gaining his "A" Levels in the upper sixth 
form. He had risen to features editor of the Advocate by 1973, when he left 
to join the newly born NATION newspaper for a similar post. In 1977 he took 
on the responsibility of news editor. Considered one of the leading journal- 
ists in the region, Gilkes, in 1979 won the coveted Caribbean Journalist of 
the year Award. During his career he has covered many major events at home 
and abroad. Before taking up his new appointment, Gilkes acted as SUNDAY SUN 
editor on two occasions this year. [Text] [Bridgetown SUNDAY SUN in English 
21 Nov 82 p 1) 
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COUNTRY SECTION E.RMUDA 


DEFECTIONS HIGHLIGHT DEVELOPMENTS INVOLVING MAJOR PARTIES 
PLP Charge of ‘Racism’ 
Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 23 Nov 82 pp l, 3 


[Text] United Bermuda Party supporters were yesterday accused of “en- 





gaging in racial scare tactics’ to prevent whites from joining the 
Opposition. Both racial and economic pressures were exerted, said 
Senator David Allen, the P.L.P.’s official spokesman. 


comments came after it was annou 


need that P.L.P. member, Mr. Phillip 


Smith, had pledged allegiance to the U.B.P. within a week of the defection of 


former Opposition branch chairman Mr. 


Chief among both their 
reasons was the belief that 
the ruling party had made a 
more concerted effort 
towards racial integration: 

Senator Allen brushed the 
latest swap aside as being 
that of “just an average 
member of the party.” _— 


He added: “This is the 


measure of the U.B.P.’s des- 
peration. We don’t consider 
it any great loss when one or 
two lay members realign 
themselves. I don’t person- 
ally know Mr. Smith.” 

Senator Allen said whites 
had heen active in the 
P.L.P. since its inception 
and gave himself as an ex- 
ample. 

But he said: “One cannot 
deny there has been pressure 
on whites by U.B.P. camp 
followers owzr the years not 
to join the P.L.P. As time 
has gone on more whites 
have taken the plunge and 
demonstrated a high degree 


of courage. 

“U.B.P. followers are en- 
gaging in zacial scare tactics. - 
There has been a great deal 
of pressure on whites. The. 
results are self-explanatory. 
Even so we have a growing 
number of white people in- 
volving themselves.” 

Senator Allen said his par- 
ty did not call news' con- 
ferences every time it won 
new supporters. But he did 
point out that the latest 
P.L.P. newsletter mentioned 
one well-known U.B.P. 
member who had changed 
parties. He declined to name 
him until the-newsletter was 
released. 

Mr, Phillip Smith, 39, was 
two vears ago a real estate 
salesman with the Premier’s 
company John W. Swan 
Ltd. and is a friend of Mr. 
Maxwell Burgess who is still 
employed -there. 

Mr. Smith, now an in- 
surance salesman with 
Manufacturers Life In- 


surangg, Co..- said. be. hag, 
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ll Burgess. - - 


supported the P.L.P. since 
1970 and had been a paid up 
member for the last ‘five 
years. 

Contact with youngsters 
coming out of the integrated 
school system, he said, had 
made him realise that the 
U.B.P. was doing more for 
racial integration. 

“You can’t do anything 
about the past but you can 
do something about the fu- 
ture,” he said. “Look at the 
U.B.P. and it explains 
itself.” 


Mr. Smith said he had 
been impressed with the 
Premier's leadership. “I re- 
alised John has made an ef- 
fort to get to the people and 
see what their needs are.” 


Mr. Burgess is to run for 
the U.B.P. at the next Gen- 
eral Election, but Mr. Smith 
said ‘no similar suggestion 
had been made to him, 
although he would consider 
it if mooted. 








Two-Way Defections 


Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 24 Nov 82 ppl, 3 


[Text] 


Another political defection came to light 
last night — this time from the ranks of the. 
United Bermuda Party. 

Former U.B.P. Under-40 Caucus member 
Mrs. Kathleen Bell has announced that she 
switched her allegiance to the Progressive 
Labour Party. 


The announcement comes less than @ - 
fortnight after revelations that P.L.P. 
member Phillip Smith and former Opposi- 
tion branch chairman Maxwell Burgess had 
gone over to the U.B.P. ‘ 


Mrs. Bell — wife of Bermuds Bar As- 
sociation President and prominent lawyer 
Mr. Geoffrey Bell — conveyed the bomb- 
shell in the latest edition of the P.L.P. 
‘Party Line” magazine. Re oo 

Mrs. Bell, who has attacked aspects of 
Government in regular Letters to the Edi- 
tor of The Royal Gazette, stressed ‘in the 
front page article that she had not left the 
U.B.P. because of any reaction to Govern- 
ment. 

Last night she repeated that when ‘con: 
ert ne te eta 

“I joined the P.L.P. because politically: 
hold Liberal views and my belief ie that the 
P.L.P., under the leadership of: Lois 
Browne Evans, will be a Liberal Govern- 
ment,” Mrs. Bell said. Sia td 

Mrs. Bell has been a P.L.P. membesefes . 


several months and is a delegate for Paget. 


at the party’s Annual Delegates Conference 
which is under way this week. 


News of her defection comes amid some- 
thing of a slanging match between the two 


parties spurred on by the recent switches of 


Mr. Smith and Mr. Burgess. 

P.L.P. official spokesman Senator David 
‘Allen accused the U.B.P. of “engaging in 
racial scare tactics” to prevent whites from 
joining the Oppositior., as well as applying 
economic pressures. | 


His remarks followed the stated beliefs of 
Mr. Smith and Mr. Burgess that the ruling 
party had made greater efforts towards 
racial integration. ; 

Mrs. Bell. who is whité, said in the 
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magazine article yesterday that sne found 
U.B.P. meetings were attended by people 
who were frightened of the Opposition par. 
ty. 


“it has been my experience that the ma- 
jority of those attending U.B.P.. meetings 
do so because they are afraid of thé P.L.P,” 
she said. atakee 


“They are in the unenviable position of 
believing their own propaganda and 4s a 
consequence they have little or no faith in a 
large percentage of Bermuda's population,” 
Mrs. Bell was quoted as saying. 


She went on: “In my _ 
opinion, fear of a particular 
party is not a good reason to 
blindly support another par- 
tie ~ ’ 

“This negative aspect of 
U.B.P. support has not.help- 
ed the present Government 
and has, I believe, helped to 
weaken and detract from 
those of its politicians who 
9 to do their jobs prop- 
erly.” 


_.Mrs. Bell stated: “I did 
not join the P.L.P. as a reac- 
tion to the present Govern- 
ment. I joined because it 
— right thing for me to 

“It is a stimulating, 
interesting party. There 
seems to be a variety of pol- 
itical thought within the 
P.L.P. — audiences at 
P.L.P. meetings are gener- 
ally. politically aware and 
knowledgeable.” 

Mrs. Bell said it was not 
her intention to prompt 
others to follow her lead in 
joining the Opposition par- 
ty. 

Mr. Burgess is to run for 
the U.B.P. at the next Gen- 
eral Election. 





Further Defections 


Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 25 Nov 82 p 1 


i rext ] 


Hamilton 


[Text ] 


The current wave of politi- 
cal defections has surged 
with a reported five former 
United Bermuda Party 
members and supporters 
signing up with the opposi- 
tion Progressive Labour Par- 
ty over the past several 
days. 

P.L.P. spokesman Senator 
David Allen confirmed last 
might that there had been an 
“upsurge in people taking 
out party membership over 
the past two days”. 

Among them is former 
U.B.P. member for the past 
12 years Mr. Michael 
Metin, a taxi-driver who 
campaigned for Dr. the Hon. 
John Stubbs, M.P., during 
the 1980 election. 

It is also believed that 
another former U.B.P. mem- 
ber who was active in U.B.P. 
general election campaigns 
up to 1980 has also switched 
parties. Sen. Allen refused 
to comment on the names of 
any of the people who may 


Clarification on PLP Structure 


have gone over to the Op- 
position. 

Only this week former 
U.B.P. Under 40 Caucus 
member Mrs. Kathleen Bell 
announced that she had 
switched to the P.L.P. 

That announcement came 
a fortnight after former 
P.L.P. member Mr. Phillip 
Smith and former Opposi- 
tion Party branch chairman 
Mr. Maxwell Burgess had 
gone over tothe U.B.P. . 

Those announcements 


prompted Mr. Martin to go 


public with his change of 
Political heart. 

“I went over to the P.L.P. 
because I am involved in 
labour, and I believe the 
P.L.P. is a flexible party and 
will welcome new blood,” 
said Mr. Martin, adding 
that he had been branded a 
“communist” by some of his 
former U.B.P. colleagues. 

“The U.B.P. can put who- 
ever they want up as leader, 
but there is still an element 
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Opposition Leader Mrs. 
Lois Browne Evans last 
night corrected a misconcep- 
tion about her Party's struc- 
ture which existed “through- 
out the length and breadth 
of this Island.” 


The rule of the Progressive . 


Labour: Party, she said, 
filtered up from the bottom 
to the top and was not ruled 
only from the top. 


Mrs. Browne Evans said : 


at the opening of the P.L.P. 
annual delegates conference 
that this break came in 1963 
when “something unique 
was created”. 

The tradition would be 


controlling the party which 
is not prepared to change. 

“But Bermuda is moving 
in a new direction. -We’ve 
seen the last of the people 
thinking of politics in terms 
of the colour of skin. Ber- 
muda is moving in a very 
dynamic direction political- 
ly, and race will not be a 
part of politics in the fu- 
ture.” 

Sen. Allen would. not be 
drawn into naming and list- 
ing the number of U.B.P. 
defections over the past few 
days. But he said he would 
not disagree with five ‘‘defec- 
tions”. 

“‘We don’t believe in hold- 
ing a news conference every 
time we get a new member, 
which is what (Premier the 
Hon.) John Swan seems to 
be doing,” said Sen. Allen. 

He added that all mem- 
bers of the P.L.P. had .a 
right to privacy in addition 
to free choice. 


carried on by the delegates 
throughout the week who 


.would-rgake amendments to 


the Constitution and hold 
elections, The climax =— 
at the party's annua n- 
quet at the weekend. 

“There is a misconception 
in the community by people 
who don't know what goes 
on in here,” she told de- 
legates at P.L.P. head- 
quafters. _ 

“It is not understood by 
other political parties which 
don’t have a delegates’ con- 
ference, but have an AGM 
composed of executive of- 
ficers. Be 


aT ye 


3h 


‘Labour parties are uni- 
versally different. Ordinary 
rank and file delegates are 
supreme. You ‘are per- 
forming the most, important 
task. You are the persons 
who will make the deci- 
sions.” . 

At the end of the con- 
ference de!egates would elect 
officers to administer the 
party in the ensuing 12 
months. 

Mrs. Browne Evans said 
she made the opening com- 
ments ‘because of 
the misconceptions about 
the party’s structure. 








PLP Constitutional Changes 


Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 26 Nov 82 p 2 


[ Text ] 


Constitutional changes 
within the Progressive 
Labour Party this week have 
strengthened the hand of the 
Parliamentary Leader, Mrs. 
Lois Browne Evans. 

An amendment agreed to 
at this week’s annual de- 
legates conference now es- 
tablishes the Parliamentary 
Leader as overall Party 
Leader as well. Previously 
the Parliamentary Leader 
was not an officer of the-par- 


ty. 

The. amendment was part 
of overall changes in the 
corps of party officers, which 
has now been extended to 
include the positions of Par- 
ty Leader, Deputy Party 
Leader, assistant secretary 
general and organiser. 

Existing posts include 


secretary- -general, treasurer, 
public rejations officer and 
membership secretary. 
Terms of office for the six 
central committee members 


..were extended from one to 


two yeare, in line with the 
‘existing terms for party of- 


 ficers. P.L.P. branch officers 


will also serve two years.. 
The conference met for 
three nights of business 
sessions at the P.L.P. head- 
quarters “in Court Street, 
starting on Monday and 
concluding on Wednesday 
with the election of party of- 
ficers and six members of 
the central committee. 
Results of the.w#ating will 


“he ie 4 ncéd at the P.L.P. 


| navau oe te eR Pro cl 


tomorrow night. 


Further PLP Developments 


Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 29 Nov 82 pp 1, 2 


[Text ] 


A major constitutional 
change within the 
Progressive Labour. Party 


now calls for an automatic . 


vote on the party's leader 
within three days of a gen- 
eral election. 

The move was revealed by 
Opposition Leader Mrs. Lois 
Browne Evans at the party's 


annual banquet at the | 
‘Southampton Princess on 


Saturday night. 

Mrs. Browne Evans an- 
nounced, the change as. a 
“point of clarification” after 
the new list of party officers 
and six central committee 


members had been read out.” 


She noted that it had been 
‘“noised abroad”. that the 
P.L.P. constitution did. not 


hours after any general elec- 


”\Thereénstitutionsl change 
‘was voted in at the P.L.P.’s 
annual delegate conference 
last weék, where it was also 
decided to establish the par- 
prem per Ace as the 

leader as well. 


The move increases the 
number ‘of people able to - 
vote for the leader to include 
members of the delegates 
cohference — about 50 last 
week — plus the P.L.P. 
M.P.’s. Previously only. the 
parliamentary group and the 
‘central committée, number- 
ing about 29 members, could 
vote. 

Under the old P.L.P. con- 
stitution a vote was not 
taken for-the leader unless 
the leader’ retired, resigned 
or theré was a call for a vote 
of no confidence. 

The last election was in 





CSO: 


1976 when Mr. Walter Rob- 
inson retired. 

The list of party officers is 
headed by the selection of 
advertising executive Mr. 
Alex Scott as the new chair- 
man. He takes over from 
Mr. Elbridge Simmons who 
chose not stand for re-elec- 
tion following two years in 
the post. 

Deputy chairman is Mr. 
Ernest “Dickie’’ Drew who 
takes over from Senator Jen- 
nifer Smith. 

Mr. Drew is chairman of 
the St. George’s Citizens 
Committee and was an un- 
successful candidate for the 
P.L.P. in St. George’s North 
in the 1980 General Elec- 
tion. 

Mrs. Lovette Brangman, 
wife of M.P. Mr. Walter 
Brangman, stays on as 
Secretary General a title she 
has held for four years. 


Mr. Walter Byron was 
also re-elected as treasurer, 
a slot he has filled for two 
years. Senator David Allen 
was voted back as public re- 
lations officer to continue 
the job that he has been do- 
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— 


ing for the last eix years. 

Accountant Mrs. Sandre 
Adams was chosen for the 
newly-created post of assis- 
tant secretary. She is a 
member of the Hamilton 
Parish branch. 

Mrs. Rita Peniston, from 
the. Pembroke: branch, ; was 
voted to ‘the other newly 
created position of party or- 
ganiser. . ’ 

Mrs. Mary ‘Hayward con- 
tinues as membership 


secretary, a post she has 
filled for the last two years. 





~ Alea announced at the 


banquet were the six.central 
committee members who 
were elected during the de- 
legates conference. They are: 
Mrs. Aurelia Burch, Mrs. 
Leonie Richards, Mrs. Rich- 
ard Daniels, Mr. Everton 
Webson, Mr. Donald John- 
ston and Mrs. Linda Steede. 

They will join other cen- 
tral committee members 
elected by individual P.L.P. 
branches, four. represen- 
tatives of the parliamentary 
group,: P.L.P. Leader Mrs. 
Browne Evans and Deputy 
Leader Mr. Frederick Wade. 








COUNTRY SECTION 


RANCE REPORTS OFFERS PROPOSALS IN BUSINESS SECTOR 


Highlights of Findings 


Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 25 Nov 82 p 27 


[Text ] 


The long-awaited report of the Rance com- 
mittee was released this week together with 


an “initial’’ response from 
Finance. The 37- 
international com 
broad observations 
_ proposals as a basis 


comments. ‘ 


ECONOMIC 
GROWTH 


THe committee is 
against uncontroHed 
growth and believes Ber- 
muda should remain as it 


‘ is now in terms of open 


spaces and the environ- 
ment. 

Finance agrees that 
unrestricted or ‘‘un- 
balanced”’ growth of the 
economy is undesirable. 
It says the 4.5 percent 
GDP growth rate of the 
early seventies would 
now be ‘‘unsustainable”’ 
and, in any event, “un- 
likely’’. 

The report argues that 


Bermuda should jook after - 


companies already here 


and thinks they‘ should. 


have priority .qver Wew 
firme with respect -to 
growth. 

The Ministry’ states 
nothing should be done to 
discourage the ‘‘con- 
trolled’’ expansion of ex- 


» 
a 


the Ministry of 
af Bermuda's 






ypames sector contains 


as. well as specific 
for future talks. Here 
are its main findings and the Ministry's 
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isting companies which 
have already made a 
substantial contribution 
to the economy. But it 
adds that any growth. in 
activity by existing com- 


can no. longer afford to 
provide land = for 
non-Bermudians’ holiday 
homes and suggests that 


new housing be reserved 


for those people who con- 
tribute to the economic life 
of the Island — “Bermu- 
dians and resident employ- 
Bes of international com- 


panies”. 
The Finance Ministry 


agrees and says Govern- | 


ment’s housing program- 
me will be helped as the 
economy enters a phase 
of less rapid growth. 


BERMUDA 














TAXATION 


The committee says that 


despite the publicity given 
to income tax as an 


Ministry, to introduce in- 


earnings of international . 


significant deterrent. 
Taxes, it notes, 


comprise 
less than 6 percent of lo- 
cal spending by inter- 
national companies with 
a physical presence in 
Bermuda. 

The committee says that 
international companies 
view the Government's 
plan to extend payroll tax- 
es to include exempt firms 
as “a complete contradic- 
tion of the exempt com- 
pany status of such com- 
panies with regard to taxa- 
tion”. 

The Ministry points out 
that in some areas a 
and exempt firme are 
direct competition and it 
is difficult to justify a 
more favourable tax 
treatment of foreign com- 
panies. But it adds: 
‘*Nevertheless, the Mini- 
ster is conscious that any 
action which might raise 
further the cost of doing 
business in Bermuda 


must -be carefully con- 
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sidered. No final de-ision 
regarding ‘the eraploy- 
ment tax question has yet 
been taken, pending 
further 


The report urges 

of the Stamp 

Duty: Act which it says is 
“unclear’’ in some areas. 

The Ministry ap- 
preciates that difficulties 
are. being _ experienced 


for improvements and a 
"general tightening of the. 


company Bano ators 


wy -the Bormode 


Monetary Fol ag Thin 
it says, would help enhance 
the Island’s reputation 
overseas. More specifically, 
the committee would like 
to see screening decisions 
taken by “a committee 
composed of industry 
‘representatives and civil 
servants’. It suggests the 
reactivation of the Ad- 
visory Committee on the 
Incorporation of Com- 
panies by Registration 
(ACICR) which could help 
alleviate frustrations 


caused. ir ration 


The Ministry of 
Finance ‘‘sees certain dif- 
ficulties arising’’ if this 
proposal is implemented. 
It points out that the 


‘ACICR is consulted 


where a proposed: com- 
pany does not fully con- 
form’ with established 
guidelines. It also 
stresses that the ACICR’s 
involvement in every 
company formation 
would not necessarily 
speed up the incorpora- 
tion process or make it 
more effective. States the 
Ministry: ‘“The time-con- 
suming elements of the 
present precedures in- 
volve the comprehensive 








vetting of applications 
and this function cannot, 
in practical terms, be 
performed by such 
committees.” 


The report proposes in- 


creases in company 
‘capitalisatian. -require- 
ments. It claims the mini- 
mum share capital of 
$12,000 for ordinary ex- 
empted companies was set 
25 years ago and should be 
brought into line with pres- 
ent day values. These com- 
panies, it says, should have 
a minimum capital of 
$25,000. General insurance 
firms’ $250,000. Life _in- 
surers’ $500,000 and com- 
posites’ $750,000. 


The Finance Ministry 
does not agree with this 
reasoning. In the case of 
ordinary exempted com- 
panies, it feels the in- 
crease would not be prac- 
tical, particularly if ap- 
plied across the board. It 
explains: ‘‘Numerically, 
the most important group 
of exempted companies 
are investment holding 
companies established to 
handle the investments of 
individuals or families. 
To requiré an increase in 
the minimum share capi- 
cal of such concerns is 
probably neither de- 
sirable nor necessary.” 
As for the insurance com- 
panies, Finance thinks an 
increase may be 
‘‘premature’’ so soon 
after the Insurance Act 
has taken effect. And it 
adds: ‘‘That legislation, 
in any case, provides for 
companies to maintain a 
solvency margin which 
has the effect of requiring 
increases in capital and 


the growth of the com- 
pany’s business.’ The 
margins will ‘‘largely 
achieve the objectives 
sought by the commit- 
tee’’. 


GOVERNMENT 


The committee’s report 
urges Government to 


“measure the costs and 
benefits’ of ‘services it 
provides the public and 
avoid ventures which will . 
‘‘strain’’ the country's 
ability to balance its 


Finance says it is 
‘keenly aware” of the 


improvement in some 
areas’’. Even s0, it points 
out that in contrast to 
many other countries, 
Bermude’s public spend- 
ing as a proportion of 
GDP has not increased. 
This, it is argued, has 
helped eliminate the debt 
of central government 
and maintain a low level 
of taxation. x 

The Rance study sug- 
gests that work permits for 
non-Bermudians engaged 
in international business 
should be issued for a 
period of two years and 
that re-entry permits be is- 
sued for the same duration. 
It also thinks that immi- 
gration policy guidelines 
followed by the authorities 
should be made available 
to companies. TeSY, 


stry of Home Affairs is 
studying these proposals. 

The report calls on Gov- 
ernment. to consider estab- 
lishing the Island as an 
arbitration centre. 

The Ministry thinks 
the idea (which is not a 
new one) needs to be ex- 
amined in greater depth. 
It says it may well be 
suited to Bermuda's en- 
vironment but a pre-con- 
dition for its success 


‘would be to ensure that 


the situs of arbitration. 
Other international busi- 
nesses which may be at- 
tracted here include a lo- 
cal industry based on the 
development of software 
systems. 


REGISTRY OF 
COMPANIES 








The Rance team calls for 
an urgent review of this de- 


difficult circumstances”. 
The report also says Gov- 
ernment ‘‘may under- 
estimate the importance of 
this department to the 


regulations and the 
analysis of insurance com: 


The committee . ex- 
pressed concern “over the 
way persons or corpor- 


or 
ait 
RECEE 
gHEES 


Bid 
3 
e 


a 
= 


Bermuda's international 
business “will be damaged 
irreparably unless these de- 
fects are immediately cor- 


of duty, or breach of 
trust, would be void, re- 








Government Rejection of Proposal 


Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 23 Nov 82 p 1 


[Text] 


Exempt company bosses can breathe a 
little easier. 


Government has rejected a Rance com- 
mittee proposal that international firms be 


made to invest larger sums of money 1th 


businesses they set up in Bermuda. 

The Ministry of Finance yesterday made 
clear its opposition to the idea when it 
released a 12-page “initial” response to the 
committee’s detailed study of our foreign 
companies and the business climate in 
which they operate. 

Says the response: ‘While this 
has its attractions. . .the Ministry is not 
convinced it would be practical, particular- 


ly if applied across the board. In respect of 


the proposed higher required capitalisation 
for insurance companies, the Ministry feels 
it may be premature to increase the mini- 
mum limits at this stage so soon after the 
Insurance Act has taken effect.” 

The recommendation is one of several 
from the ten-man committee appointed 
last year under the chairmansh 5 Ber- 
muda Fire and Marine manager Mr. Cyril 
Rance and asked to report on Bermuda’s 
future as an international business centre. 

But it is not the only one to get the 
official thumbs-down treatment. 

The committee’s report, completed in 
May this year, calls for improvementem 
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‘ment should not pursue a 


Government's company screening process, 


‘warns against underestimating the im- 


portance of the Registry of Companies and 
describes planned payroll taxes as a form of 
income or profits tax — all points which 
failed to get the Ministry's backing. 

Some recommendations, however, were 
heavily supported. ; 

The report recommended that Govern- 
licy of un- 
restricted economic growth. - Ministry . 
agrees. 

The report suggested Bermuda be de- 
veloped as an arbitration centre: The Mini- 
atry, agrees “some diversification of inter- 
national company activity may he pru- 
dent”. . 

The report suggested that priority be 
given to the expansion of existing firms. 
The Ministry agrees nothing should he 
done to discourage the controlled expansion 
of existing companies. finan 

The report called for an annual, report 
highlighting developments in. Bermuda’s 
insurance industry. The Ministry accepts 
that one should be published. 


The Rance committee’s work and the 
Ministry response are expected to form the 
basis of further discussions on this sector of 
the economy. ® 








COUNTRY SECTION 


BERMUDA 


PLP SENATORS RUFFLED BY VICE PRESIDENT BUSH'S SECURITY MEN 


Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 25 Nov 82 pp l, 2 


[Excerpts] 


Government was accused of “‘bungling’’ arrangements for the visit 
of U.S. Vice President George Bush during a row in the Senate 


peeteray. 


charge was levelled after Senator Charles Bean was restrained b Sec 
Service man as he tried to make his way upstairs at Cabinet Office for the Senate 


meeting. 


Vice President Bush was 
at, Cabinet Office for a meet- 
ing with Premier the Hon. 
John Swan. 

- Sefiator Bean expressed 


his indignation in the Senate. 


Chamber and argued that 
security officials should have 
been properly briefed who 
was to arrive that morning 


-: Progressive rr a 
colleague Senator David Ak 
len said it was-an insult. that 
Senator Bean should; be 
stopped by Secret Service 
Agents of another country. 


U.8. or Britain or even Mon: 


haye act 


fico,” Senator Allen ssid. 
Both Senators Beafi ¢ 
Allen hit out at the way 


‘visit to Cabinet Office had 


been handled and at the ap- 
t lack of liaisén with 
.L.P. members about the 
effect on the Sena 
ness that 
alec urged that the two arms 
of the legislature be housed 
in one building. 7 
Security for Mr. Bush's 
visit to Cabinet Office was 
extremely tight. The public 
were excluded from the 
Senate debate meeting 


te’s busi- 


which was taking place. up- 


off me.” 
The confusion was quickly 
up but later when 
meeting ‘pened 





at 10 a.m., an upset Senator 
Bean moved that it 48° ad- 
journed straightaway be- 
cause he felt its business 
could not be dealt with ade- 
quately in the short time al- 
loted. ; 

“I’m concerned with home 
first," Senator Bean said. “I 
am not one to give my vis- 
itors the best room in my 
house while members of my 
family sleep in thé shed,” he 
added. 

He argued that the 
American security. men 
should have been briefed 
about Senators arriving. 


And he criticised the way 
arrangements for the meet- 
ing itself had not been prop- 
erly communicated to 
Senators. . 

‘If we have to adjourn the 
meeting to accommodate a 
Number Two man, we 
should adjourn it before 
proceeding with . anything 
here today, no matter how 
important, until we get a 
chance to discuss properly 
and at our leisure,” 
Senator Bean said. 
"Heaven help us if 
President Reagan 
comes," he added. 

The meeting was 
scheduled to be ad- 
journed at 10.50 
a.m. to give Senators 
the chance to meet Mr. 
Bugh. But Senator Bean ex- 
pressed what seemed a gen- 
erally held view that there 
was not enough time for a 
proper debate. 

Senator the, Hon. Quinton 
Edness, however, labelled 
Senator’s Bean’s words as 
‘‘discourteous’’. : 

“I am disappointed with 


his view,” Senator Edness 


said. “We-were all aware of 





cere Senate 
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COUNTRY SECTION BERMUDA 


MINISTER SEES NO THREAT TO UNIONISM IN NEW LAWS 


Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 23 Nov 82 p 6 


[Text] - Trade union fears that pressed that it(the Green 
Government is consideriily Paper) may be the forerun- 
the introduction of ner of what was termed re- 
repressive labour laws were ive Jegislation.” = «. 
yesterday “laid to rest” by The Mistate ould prefer 
the Hon. John Sharpe, Government to maintain a 
Minister of Home Affairs. peace-keeping role, provid- 
- The promised Green ing educational, mediation, 
Paper on industrial relations conciliation and arbitration 
will not be the forerunner of services“to help settle dis- 
tegislation designed to curb putes. 
union freedom, Sir John said “It is obviously preferable 
in the opening address at a for the parties concerned to 
seminar for members of the reach negotiated agreements 
Bermuda Public Services acceptable to both rather 
Association. than jn- ghee: of an 
- “Nothing could be further agreement having one im- 
4rom the truth or intention posed by 9 third party which 
of the Government,” said Sir might.satiefy neither. 

John. , “But what if negotiations 
- The Green Paper had break down-and unions feel 
been prepared as a dis- obliged to resort to strike, or 
— emg yo present- employers to lock-out?” » 
ing the pros and cons of sug- Usual on both 
@estions put forward by the. sides fore ® back to the 
public for control of labour bargaining table. But oc- 
disputes. Casionally, said Sir John, 
Among the suggestions “the battle becomes a war” 
put forward by a concerned  affecting-not only the parties 
public were proposals for ‘concerned . but also 
Se ie — “thousands of innocent on- 
periods, arbitration lookers standing leasly 
secret ballots before a by”. vig 
is called. ; He continued: ae _ 
It was hoped that some possiblity 
kind of consensus would “members of the pub- 
emerge in the debate follow- lic — more in frustration I 
ing the paper’s publication think than in anger — to 
which would help promote demand of Government 
Government's gual of indus- some consideration: of vari- 
trial harmony. ous possibilities which — 
Sir John told the seminar: see as contributing to 
portunity, hopefully to lay to with its poten- 
rest an apprehension ex- tially “Consequences for 


hh 





CSO: 


3298/195 


i 
F 
it 


i 
i 


Hi 
nt 
it 


d 
f 
$4 
g 


: 


in essential se 
present cooling 


un 
i 
A 


: 

é 

3 
rite 
BFE 


ing its: publication, will 
emerge a consensus 
what, if anything, 
public interest, should 
done — perhaps something, 
— except 
increased educational 


avoiding them.” 

The seminar, which going 
on all week at the B.P,S.A. 
headquarters, is being con- 
ducted by Mr. George De- 
Peana of the International 
Labour Organisation. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


GUATEMALA'S RIOS MONTT ADMINISTRATION SCORED 
Havana TRABAJADORES in Spanish 25 Oct 82 p 5 
[Commentary by Juan Dufflar Amel: "The Den of the Kaibiles"] 


[Text] An authentic product of a putschist farce orchestrated in Washington 
and executed with the help of the CIA, General Efrain Rios Montt has won the 
right in the last few months to figure among the collected species of Central 
America's bloodiest and most ferocious leaders. 


His boundless ambition for power, and his visceral fear and hatred of revolu- 
tions have led him to conceive the insane notion that by exterminating the 
Guatemalan population he can also annihilate the popular struggle against the 
opprobrious tyranny of the oligarchic and proimperialist classes he represents. 


In spite of his demagogic claims, Rios Montt made his debut at the head of a 
coup by the military junta last 23 March, when he ordered more than 500 Quiche 
Indians of. all ages massacred, as a warning of what his genocidal regime would 
mean, in spite of having declared himself to be a "charismatic Catholic" and a 
“zealous guardian of human rights." 


Already in his criminal file was the fact that in 1973, during General Arans 
Osorio's administration, he led the massacre of peasant families in Sansirisay, 
in the Department of Jalapa, a feat which earned him his reputation as a 
"butcher." 


Rios Montt has been the main force behind the policy of "scorched earth and 
strategic villages," a monstrous parody of the tactics used by the Yankee in- 
perialists in Vietnam under the cynical pretext of pacifying the countryside 
and eliminating guerrillas as well as their main base of support--the indigen- 
ous and peasant populations. 


In order to carry on the "fight against communist subversion," the ringleader 
of the Guatemalan military junta relies on one of the country's most brutal 
repressive forces: a veritable army of assassins, psychopaths, and drug 
addicts, known by the tragically notorious name of "kaibiles," or tigers in 
the Quiche dialect. 


Trained in counterinsurgency tactics by Yankee military advisors, the kaibiles 
are inculcated with a ferocious hatred against "communists," meaning all who 
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oppose the iuhuman regime that now dominates this long-suffering Central 
American country. 


When the kaibile hordes burst upon an Indian village or peasant settlement, 
they commit atrocious crimes. They rape, murder, mutilate, decapitate, and 
shoot down hundreds of men, women, children, and the elderly in a Dantean 
orgy of bloodletting. 


The hair-raising tales told by witnesses and survivors of such massacres re- 
call the terrible scenes in Cambodia of Pol Pot or Ieng Sary, or the Vietnam- 
ese villages of My Lin or Son My razed by the Yankee marine infantry. 


The terror wrought by the bestial kaibiles has forced more than 370,000 
Guatemalans to flee their homes and take refuge in Mexico, El Salvador, 
Nicaragua, and Belize. Even there the fascist fury pursues them. Numerous 
refugees have been murdered on Mexican soil, near the border with Guatemala. 


It is estimated that Rios Montt has had more than 3,000 Indians and peasants 
executed since seizing power. Today a shaken world opinion is moving to pre- 
vent the extermination of 5,000 Cachikels surrounded by 10,000 soldiers in the 
area of San Martin Jilotepeque in Chimaltenango. 


Incapable as it is of defeating the guerrillas, the regime exercises its impo- 
tent fury against defenseless people, while hunger, poverty, and disease com- 
plete the sinister task of extermination. 


Guatemala is undergoing a deep economic crisis due to low coffee prices, the 
deterioration of the Central American Common Market, and the flight of capital 
to the United States. Unemployment now affects 40 percent of the population. 


These are the causes, along with repression, of the popular struggle against 
tyranny, exploitation, and poverty. 

These are the causes that have put weapons in the hands of the Guatemalan 
rebels, who will no doubt one day penetrate the tigers’ lair where Rios Montt 
now thrives, just as in their own day the Nicaraguan patriots penetrated 
Somoza's bunker. 


9839 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


MARRERO LOOKS AT VARIOUS U.S, POLICY ISSUES 
Salvadoran Politics 

Havana GRANMA in Spanish 28 Oct 82 p 6 

[Commentary by Juan Marrero: “Taboo Words"] 


iText] Like a bolt of lightning, the president of the El Salvador Constituent 
Assembly, Maj Roberto D'Aubuisson (Ret), mnstalled in that post by the grace of 
the electoral farce promoted and approved by the United States in March, has 
categorically rejected the sensible proposal for dialogue and negotiations made by 
the Revolutionary Democratic Front (FDR) and the Farabundo Marti Front for Nation- 
al Liberation (FMLN) to find a peaceful solution to the Salvadoran crisis, Such 

a reaction was to be expected from the leader of the fascist organization called 
the Nationalist Republican Alliance (ARENA), The words “dialogue” and "negotia- 
tions" are taboo to D'Aubuisson, To this “pathological killer," as former U.S. 
Ambassador Robert White called him, there is only one way of establishing peace; 
“leaving not one single subversive alive," We recall that this fascist leader 
declared himself, during the days preceding his taking office as president of the 
assembly, to be in favor of using napalm indiscriminately to solve the problem of 
subversion. This vulture*s record is more than enough for us to know what his 
immediate reaction was going to be to the FDR-FMLN proposal: He is said to be the 
one responsible for the murder of the Salvadoran archbishop Monsignor Oscar 
Arnulfo Romero; he has been linked with the CIA and the Mafia; when he headed the 
National Guard's intelligence agency, he personally tortured political prisoners; 
there is testimony that he has been the coordinator of the operations of the death 
squads and the paramilitary groups that have murdered and tortured thousands of 
people. With such a criminal record, D‘Aubuisson has to be against any dialogue 
or negotiation, This Salvadoran Masferrer, the servant of the oligarchy and the 
imperialists" interests, knows full well that the beginning or carrying out of 
negotiations could lead to another, different, political system in El Salvador. 
And it is clear that D'Aubuisson belongs solely and exclusively to a repressive, 
genocidal political system like the present one. Hence his hasty negative reaction 
to talks with the revolutionary forces. As was also to be expected, it was report- 
ed from Washington that Reagan administration officials had rejected dialogue and 
peace negotiations. Those who are arming the genocidal killers think as D'Aubuis- 
son does, or it would be more accurate to say that D'Aubuisson thinks as do those 
who are promoting and encouraging genocide in El Salvador. 
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Weinberger, Defense 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 3 Nov 82 p 6 
[Commentary by Juan Marrero: "Weinberger's Trip") 


[Text] The United States is trying to create new sources of tension and threats 
to world peace. That is more than clear in the present visit to countries in 
Southeast Asia and the Pacific made by the Pentagon chief Caspar Weinberger. This 
notorious hawk is carrying nothing good in his briefcase if we bear in mind two 
publicly known facts; 1) that, unlike in his previous trips, Weinberger decided 
not to allow any reporters in his party; 2) that, during the days leading up to 
the trip, the Yankee imperialists’ propaganda machinery went into high gear, con- 
juring up the specter of "Soviet military superiority" and the "Soviet threat" to 
shipping lanes in the area of Asia and the Pacific. Weinberger has included Singa- 
pore, Thailand, Indonesia, Australia, and New Zealand in his itinerary, the first 
three being members of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). The 
latter two belong, with the United States, to the aggressive military pact ANZUS. 
For several months, news has been filtering into the international press regarding 
the imperialists' plans to attempt to add the ASEAN countries to the aggressive 
military blocs existing in Asia and the Pacific. There was even talk of revival of 
ANZUK, a pact signed in 1971 but gradually forgotten; it involved Australia, New 
Zealand, Great Britain, Singapore, and Malaysie. Australia in particular is a 
very important part of the imperialists' plans. Hence the expansion of Australian 
military ties recently with Malaysia, Singapore, and Thailand. Weinberger's trip 
is not unrelated to those steps, nor were the visits to the United States a few 
weeks ago by chiefs of state and ministers from different Asian countries. Some- 
thing big is undoubtedly brewing in the military and political spheres. Hence 
Weinberger's decision that no reporters would travel with his party and also the 
vigorous propaganda campaign of ‘lies regarding the "Soviet military threat" 
unquestionably intended to justify to the world new aggressive steps by the im- 
perialists and reactionaries. Weinberger's trip clearly is a part of the Reagan 
administration's policy of frustrating the efforts by the countries of Indochina 
to encourage the trend toward dialogue and cooperation with the ASEAN countries 

in the interest of peace and stability in Southeast Asia. His journey is directed 
against Vietnam, Kampuchea, and Laos. 


South Africa 


Havana GRANMA in Spanish 5 Noy 82 p 6 
[Commentary by Juan Marrero; "Mockery of Humanity"] 


[Text] South Africa, the least-loyed country in the world because of racist op- 
pression and the inhuman apartheid system established by the white minority in 
Pretoria, is not despised by the moneylenders at the International Monetary Fund, 
the financial institution controlled by the leading capitalist countries, particu- 
larly the United States. Despite protests by numerous African countries, U.S. 


legislators, and numerous social institutions, the IMF has decided to grant racist 
South Africa a credit for over $1.1 billion. This decision is a brazen mockery 
of the international community, which for many years has been clamoring for the 
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imposition of obligatory sanctions against South Africa as the only way of putting 
an end to the criminal apartheid policy. The members of the executive board of 
the IMF, inspired by the United States, the member with the largest quota and thus 
the most votes, have given the green light to western banks to open their coffers 
for the South African racists. Those who refuse to increase financial aid to un- 
derdeveloped countries--or, when they do increase it, set truly draconian condi- 
tions--are acting very splendidly with the most widely rejected regime in the 
world! The effrontery of this operation is so great that 40 U.S. congressmen ex- 
pressed their complete disagreement. The response the U.S. State Department used 
to justify this loan is that "technically, South Africa meets the conditions to 
obtain that aid." It is not news, of course, that the United States is an old 
protector of the racist South African regime and is watching out for its preserva- 
tion. Reagan has spoken on numerous occasions of the bond$$$ [as published] link- 
ing Pretoria and Washington. And at the United Nations, whenever they have dis- 
cussed the apartheid problem, or South Africa's armed invasions, massacres, and 
murders in Angola, Mozambique, and other front-line countries, or the illegal 
occupation of Namibia, the United States has voted in the Security Council and 

in the General Assembly against resolutions condemning and punishing South Africa. 
It is also well known that the arms embargo that the United Nations succeeded in 
imposing several years ago on South Africa is deliberately and continually ignored 
by the United States and many of the wealthy countries that sit with it on the 
executive board of the IMF. The multimillion-dollar loans from the IMF to the 
Pretoria regime are intended to strengthen the apartheid system's military/repres- 
sive machinery, and that includes South Africa's technical ability to manufacture 
nuclear weapons. What is certain is that the governments and banks in the western 
countries financially and economically aiding an oppressive, racist, criminal 
regime like that in South Africa are helping it to become a greater threat to peace 
and security in Africa and the world. 


Guatemala, Montt 


Havana GRANMA in Spanish 11 Nov, 82 p 6 
[Commentary by Juan Marrero: "As in Colonial Times"] 


[Text] A few days ago, the AP wrote: "In Guatemala City the change is striking. 
Instead of an atmosphere of fear of the right-wing death squads, activity has re- 
turned to the capital today. The nightclubs have begun to operate again as before 
and the downtown streets are filled with pedestrians at night." Further on, the 
dispatch said, "Months before the Rios Montt coup, there was an average of 300 
political murders per month. Now, reports of kidnappings or murders in urban areas 
rarely appear in local newspapers." These words are a magnificent example of in- 
formation manipulated by a Yankee news agency, information intended to deceive and 
confuse the world, and especially to justify the Reagan administration's policy of 
economically and militarily strengthening Gen Efrain Rios Montt's regime, which 
has held power in Guatemala for a little over 7 months. With its description of 


current life in Guatemala City, said to be calm and happy, the AP wants to con- 
vince the world of the same thing that Reagan is trying to convince the U.S. Con- 
gress: that "there is clear progress with respect to human rights in Guatemala." 
But all this imperia.ist propaganda has the same purpose, to hide and conceal what 
is happening, especially in the countryside and the Indian high country in Guate- 
mala: a genuine wave of terror and barbarism carried out by the troops in Rios 
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Montt's army and right-wing bands. As in colonial times, when God's name was in- 
yoked for the subjection of the Indian peoples hy blood and fire, now Rios Montt, 
who has proclaimed himself to be “chosen by God," is doing that, ordering his 
criminal hordes to wipe out towns and murder children, women, and old people. 

It is estimated that over 8,000 Indians have been killed in the 7 months Rios 
Montt has been in power and that some 25,000 have managed to flee the terror, 
crossing the border and settling in refugee camps in southern Mexico. It is in 
this cruel, inhuman way that Rios Montt has said he is going to end “communist 
subversion." The genocide committed by the Guatemalan regime in the departments 
of Chimaltenango and Huehuetenango is something that neither Reagan nor the AP 
has much interest in drawing attention to. To them, all that matters is that the 
nightclubs are operating in Guatemala City. What is happening day after day in 
the Indian high country--a village wiped out, Rios Montt's soldiers eating their 
victims' entrails or smashing newborn children against rocks--does not deserve 
even a line in a newspaper or a mention in a radio news bulletin. Such are 
Reagan's and the AP's "assessments." This agency rarely passes on information 
about kidnappings or murders in Guatemala, doing the same as the newspapers run 
ind controlled by the oligarchy and the Guatemalan military. The fact that the 
reports are not published does not mean, however, that such kidnappings and mur- 
ders have ceased. 


U.S. Domestic Policy 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 22 Nov 82 p 6 
[Commentary by Juan Marrero: "Everything Is Sick"] 


[Text] These times in which we live are unfortunate ones for the Yankee imperial- 
ists. Many things are going from bad to worse for them. Recession and unemploy- 
ment, inflation and rising cost of living, drug trafficking, delinquency and crime, 
prostitution and pornography, scandals involving homosexual politicians and bri- 
bery are some of the diseases that, all at the same time, are eroding and aggravat- 
ing the delicate health of imperialist society. To complete the picture, even the 
Statue of Liberty, that mass of iron rods and sheets of copper that stands at the 
entrance to New York harbor, "is gravely ill, and it is possible that in 1984"-- 
according to the AP--"they will have to amputate the arm with which it holds aloft 
its torch." Even the symbol of empire is eaten away by disease! It has been re- 
ported that in some places in the statue the iron rods, 5 centimeters in diameter, 
have been thinned by pollution and are in danger of deforming the exterior of the 
45-meter-high figure. Corrosion is particularly serious inside the arm holding the 
torch, and thus engineers haye said it will have to be removed from the statue for 
repair. There is a stairway leading to the torch inside the arn, hut for safety 
reasons visitors have not heen allowed to use it since 1916. The most curious 
thing about this affair is that the statue evidently has the same problem in find- 
ing a cure as most North Americans; There is not enough money. The high cost of 
medical services does not enable the regular U.S. citizen to obtain them, and, it 
seems, even the statue has fallen within that group, for the Reagan administration 
has just said categorically that there are not sufficient funds for the statue's 
repair, estimated to cost $25 million. Nuclear missiles, neutron bombs, strategic 
bombers, and atomic submarines are more important to Reagan than the statue's arm. 
Perhaps if, instead of repairing the arm, the goal were to place a Pershing-2 or 
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Cruise missile there, Reagan would find the funds for it. The only liberty Reagan 
the warmonger believes in is that to create means of threatening the world with 
destruction. 


U.S.-Africa 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 23 Nov 82 p 6 
[Commentary by Juan Marrero: "The Outcome That Everyone Wants"] 


[Text] We should not be surprised that George Bush was head of the CIA and is now 
vice-president in the Reagan administration. You have to have exceptional "quali- 
ties" for that, and, without a doubt, Bush has them; he is cynical and shameless 

to the core. Bush has just made a tour of seven African countries--Cape Verde, 
Senegal, Nigeria, Zimbabwe, Zambia, Kenya, and Zaire--and in the vast majority of 
them their rulers expressed opposition to, and vigorously criticized, the United 
States' immoral and scandalous position of conditioning Namibia's independence on 
withdrawal of the Cuban internationalist troops from Angola. Even the president of 
Kenya, Daniel Arap Moi, present chairman of the OAU and identified by the AP as 
“one of the most pro-American leaders in the region," rejected the linking of 

those matters. In addition, he strongly criticized U.S. military, economic, and 
political support of the South African racists. Nonetheless, on concluding his 
visit to Kenya, Bush said at a press conference that the United States has offered 
"the only concrete idea on how to really achieve an outcome that is wanted by 
everyone." Only a person bursting with cynicism and shamelessness is capable of 
saying that, and he did not even wait to do it from a European capital or from 
Washington. On the same African scene where he met rejection and indignation, this 
arrogant, overbearing imperialist has insisted on linking negotiations for Nimibian 
independence with withdrawal of Cuban troops from Angola. It is clearer than ever 
that retention of this element, introduced by the United States over a year ago, 

is designed to hinder early independence for Namibia and avoid the ending of South 
Africa's illegal occupation of Namibian territory on the basis of UN Security Coun- 
cil Resolution 435, accompanied by the transfer of power to the Namibian people, 
with the assistance of the United Nations. It would be good to tell Mr Bush, in 
his own words, that the outcome’ wanted by everyone in Africa is that Namibia be 
independent and that its people freely decide who will rule them. Then drop new 
delaying tactics that are definitely not new in origin. Regarding the presence of 
Cuban troops in Angola, the result of attacks by the South African racist fascists, 
it is an issue that concerns only the sovereign governments of Cuba and Angola. 
Consequently, it has nothing to do with the Namibia issue. Clearly, that is set 
forth in the statement by the two governments of 4 February 1982. Both Angola and 
Cuba favor a reasonable, fair solution, provided that there is no longer any pos- 
sibility of aggression against Angola hy the Pretoria racists. These are the same 
people in whose defense Bush has not spared words while touring Africa, stressing 
the ties between the United States and the apartheid systen. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


REAGAN'S SOCIAL, ECONOMIC POLICIES CRITICIZED 


Havana GRANMA in Spanish 22 Oct 82 p 2 


\Commentary by Roberto Alvarez Quinones: "Ronald Reagan's Social and Economic 
Counterrevolution; All Out War Against the Poor" } 


‘ [Text] To say that Ronald Reagan has failed to fulfill a single promise he 
made when he took office is not altogether fair. When he took over the White 
House, for example, he promised to bring "fundamental changes" to United States 
domestic policy. And after just over a year and a half in office he has cer- 
tainly done so; he is carrying out a social and economic counterrevolution 
without precedent in the United States. 


A group of American sociologists and economists at the Urban Institute directed 
by John L. Palmer and Isabel V. Sawhill, in a recent book entitled "The Reagan 
Experiment," says that Reagan's economic policy "has launched a counterrevolu- 
tion that is widening the gap between the rich and the poor, and sharpening 
divisions among the various regions of the United States," according to a press 
release, 


A NEW YORK TIMES commentary on the book quotes the Urban Institute's central 
conclusion: "The nucleus of this counterrevolution is a philosophy of more 
limited government." 


This is clearly the key to the anachronistic and counterrevolutionary philosophy 
of "Reaganomics," which is being used to reverse the march of history and ig- 
nore the development of monopoly capitalism in the United States, as well as to 
convince people that at this late date we can still return to the premonopolis- 
tic age of "laissez-faire," free enterprise and private initiative, etc., which 
had their heyday more than a century ago. 


The American press, along with many specialists, has pointed out that if Rea- 
gan's economic policy is allowed to run its course, the United States will "see 
a return to the period prior to President Roosevelt's 'New Deal.'’" Speaking 
for themselves, Palmer and Sawhill recall that the Roosevelt era "initiated an 
era of greater justice in the United States" by considerably increasing the 
federal government's share in all aspects of the country's life. 


In this sense, the Spanish press agency EFE commented last September: "Reagan, 
who advocates a 'retreat' of the federal government in favor of incentives to 
private enterprise, wants to return more power to the states, and allow 








charitable institutions to take the place of federal agencies in providing 
assistance to the needy; and he wants to favor the business sector in order to 
achieve new growth in the economy.... But Reagan's economic policy has so far 
produced just the opposite. Tax reductions have made the rich richer, and the 
poor poorer, while the latter are also the main victims of budget cuts in social 
programs. The reduction of funds for aid programs is a response to the Reagan 
philosophy that people should help themselves, and to the need to offset by any 
means possible the enormous increase in military spending." 


This explains why the Census Bureau recently reported that the number of indi- 
viduals in the United States living below the official poverty line increased 
by 2.2 million last year, for a total of 32 million, or 15 percent of the total 
population. Poverty of course affects blacks and other ethnic minorities most 
directly. Only 11.1 percent of whites fall below the poverty line, as opposed 
to 34.2 percent of blacks and 26.2 percent of Hispanics. 


As the NEW YORK TIMES reported last 25 August, "The threshold of poverty for a 
family of four last year was an annual income of $9,287"; in other words, a 
U.S. family receiving a monthly income of less than $774 is living below the 
official poverty line. 


Alan S. Blinder, professor of economics at Princeton University, was being 
generous recently when he said in an interview that the Reagan Administration 
had declared "a truce in the war on poverty." In fact, Reaganhas declared war 
without mercy on the poor, which is not the same thing. 


Under Mr Reagan, poverty is setting full sail. One South Carolina county offi- 
cial explains that in his area "people do things to get put in jail so they 
can have a free meal and a roof over their heads. We have three times the 
number of prisoners; in Salt Lake City or in Rock Springs there are soup 
lines..." he added. 


The outlook for 1982 is even bleaker from the statistical point of view, as 
1981 figures do not reflect the total impact of budget cuts to social programs. 
The number of “officially” poor Americans is expected to increase over the 
course of this year by another 4 million. 


On another score, it was recently reported that for the second straight year 
the American worker's purchasing power declined. Based on Census Bureau data, 
the typical family's income dropped by another 3.5 percent without including 
the drop in real income caused by inflation, and is already lower than in 
1970. 


To sum up, Ronald Reagan is beyond reproach. He promised "fundamental changes" 


and he is producing them. He is coddling the rich and impoverishing the larg- 
est segments of the American population. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


FORMER POLITICAL PRISONERS CONTINUE FREEDOM CAMPAIGN 
Madrid YA in Spanish 17 Nov 82 pp 28-29 
[Article by Cesar de Navascues] 


[Text] The conditions in Cuba under the communist regime 
are the following: 


-It is a counterrevolutionary crime to complain about food 
shortages. 


-There is no time limit for holding a person in prison; sus- 
pects are held incommunicado. 


--Torture is used and there have been cases of deaths re- 
sulting from the interrogation sessions. 


-A person is sentenced because it is believed he is guilty, 
not because there is proof. The prosecution does not have to 
prove the accused's guilt. It is the latter who must prove 
his innocence. 


-The communist regime's repression has eliminated all types of 
dissidence. There is a committee for the defense of the re- 
volution in each block of houses that reports to the police 
daily. 


"We are very happy, extremely happy, with Armando Valladares’ release. However, 
he is certainly not the last important political prisoner remaining in Cuba. 
There are between 300 and 500 political prisoners in Cuban prisons at this time. 
The majority of them have served over 20 of their 30 year sentences. We are 
carrying out a worldwide campaign to prevent their deaths in prison." 


Celestino Borron, lawyer and businessman, and Gabriel B. Marquez, engineer, 

are part of a group of eight people that is travelling throughout Europe in 

the name of the commission for the liberation of the political prisoners re- 
maining in Cuba. All members of this commission, consequently our interlocutors 
too, are former political prisoners. 
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"Look, we live in Miami and our future is already determined. We do not want 
to either lament our past experiences or criticize Cuba's communist regime. 
We are simply campaigning so that a number of people will not die in jail." 


The Arrest 


During the conversation, we tried to bring to light all the circumstances sur- 
rounding Cuba's political prisoners. It is for this reason that we begin the 
story in a chronological manner. According to our interlecutors, these are the 
circumstances under which a political prisoner is arrested: 


"The reasons for detainment are always the same. They are based on what is 
called ‘conspiracy against the powers of the state’. This encompasses every- 
thing fron intending to conspire, to stating a simple opinion unfavorable to the 
economy or the shortage of food. This, as it is called there, is a counter- 
revolutionary crime." 


"It takes place wherever the person happens to be. The prisoner is held in- 
communicado and interrogated immediately. There is no time limit for holding 
someone incommunicado or for interrogating him. Sometimes, after a person has 
disappeared for 6 months, his imprisonment is officially announced, even though 
everyone already suspected as much." 


"Is torture used during the interrogations?" 


"Yes. It goes from psychological to physical torture. They attempt to break 
the human spirit in every case. As a result, the prisoner, because he is, in 
some cases, tired, or, in others cases, apprehensive--in many instances due to 
threats to his family--admits to and signs confessions of crimes he did not 
commit. There have been deaths during the interrogations. This was particularly 
so up to 1965 in what was called ‘the cooler'. It should be kept in mind that 
Cuba has a tropical climate. Upon entering and being interrogated in a dwelling 
with frigid cold air conditioning, a prisoner begins to tremble. It is never 
known if he trembles from the cold or from fear. This change in temperature 

has affected prisoners, especially older persons, so much that many have died 
of heart attacks." 


The Trial 

"How are the trials held in Cuba?" 

"The accused goes to court with a sentence already imposed on him by the re- 
pressive apparatus. The courts never change this apparatus’ decision. Also, 
people are condemned in Cuba because it is believed they are guilty and not 
because there is any proof. In Cuba there is negative proof. It is not the 


prosecution that must prove a person's guilt; it is the accused who must try 
to show his innocence." 


"Do defense attorneys plead their cases?" 


"Up until 1962 some defense attorneys did plead their cases; immediately after 
the trial they had to seek asylum in some embassy so they in turn would not be 
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detained and tried for counterrevolutionary activities. In one of our trials, 
which lasted from 8 am to 12 midnight, one of the lawyers asked for a break 

in the proceedings at 11 am. He used it to run to an embassy for asylum. He 
did not finish pleading his case at the trial. Now, the defense attorneys are 
appointed by the state and they are not even lawyers. A person may be defended 
by a carpenter or a mason. Of course, the courts, the people's courts, that 
judge a person are also non-professional. These are composed of construction 
workers, farmers, typists, farm workers, etc.” 


“What kind of sentences are imposed?" 


"They normally range from 5 to 30 years, but if the condemned is related to 
some member or is supported by someone in the party, they can be less. The 
sentences depend a great deal on the period the country is going through. If 
there is an upheaval or an outside threat, the sentences are heavy. They are- 
light during prosperous times or when advantage is to.be gained in the eyes of 
human rights organizations. However, it should be kept in mind that to have 

a knife in communist Cuba is a crime and to own a firearm, even if it is buried 
at home, implies the death penalty." 


Jail 


We spoke of prison conditions. Our interlocutors told us what their prison 
lives were like, what they themselves suffered and what took place between 
1961 and 1971. 


"We had roll-call at 5 am and at 6 breakfast consisting of warm water with brown 
sugar. At 7 am the prisoners would go out to work as forced laborers. The work 
varied from working in farm fields or quarries, to dairy farms or construction. 
We had lunch break from 12 noon to 1 pm. We all carried a plate anda spoon 
hanging from our belts. The meal consisted of a spoonful of a clear broth with 
a few grains that looked like small lentils and a spoonful of flour. After- 
wards we would work until 7 pm, when it was time to return to prison as night 
fell. For supper we would have cassava broth, yams or sweet potatoes. We 
called this 'the tricontinental' because it came in three pots and, at the time 
we started calling it that, the Tricontinental Conference was being held in 
Cuba. At 9 pm there was another roll-call and at 10 pm it time to sleep. 

This was followed 6 days a week. The seventh day was to wash clothes, clean 

the prison, etc." 


Protests 
"Has the system changed recently?" 


"yes, International protests against forced labor have provoked change. There 
were many deaths in this type of internment. It was decided in 1967 that the 
Isle of Pine, a small island close to Cuba that is comparable to the famous 
Devil's Island, would be abandoned. During Batista's time it was a common 
prison. Castro's communist regime converted it into a political prison and 
between 7,000 and 8,000 of us were imprisoned there. The majority of the 
guards were former common prisoners of that prison. Beginning in 1967, many 
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smaller prisons were built throughout various Cuban provinces because of the 
strong denunciations. Forced labor began to be less strenuous and, in some 
cases, voluntary. The food improved somewhat, but not by muc ." 


The Present Situation 
"What is the present situation?" 
"There are between 300 and 500 political prisoners remaining in Cuba. 


The number has decreased noticeably because many have died, others have served 
out their sentences and, lastly, because the repression of the communist regime 
has ended all types of dissidence in Cuba. Keep in mind that in each block 

of houses there is a committee for the defense of the revolution which watches 
everyone living in the four sides of that block. They watch when people leave 
home, at what time they return, what they say, what they do... They give the 
police daily written reports on everything they see and hear. Whenever some- 
thing is noticed, someone is detained." 


"What is the situation of the political prisoners remaining in Cuba?" 


"The majority of them has served many years and are in bad physical condition 
because of the poor nourishment and the prison conditions. There they are sub- 
jected to physical and psychological tortures and inspections. Keep in mind 
that, as a punishment, a political prisoner can be transported amongst the 
common prisoners, amongst the worst criminals. The majority of the remaining 
political prisoners are beaten men with 15, 20 or more years of prison behind 
them. What we ask is that they be freed so they will not die in jail." 


The Most Prominent Cases 
"What are the most prominent cases?" 


"There is the case of Andres Vargas Gomez, a career diplomat who is almost 

70 years old and has been in prison for 22 years. He is the grandson of 
Generalissimo Gomez, the liberator of Cuba and was ambassador to Switzerland. 
His state of health is deplorable. They have removed one of his kidneys while 
in jail. From a hierarchical point of view, he is the most important prisoner. 
There is also the case of Eloy Gutierrez Menoyo or that of Ramon and Almerto 
Grao, (two brothers who are nephews of former president Grao San Martin) who 
have served 20 years of their 30 year sentences. Ramon is already 70 years 
old and has all the illnesses that one can imagine. There is the case of 
Roberto Martin Perez who has served 20 years of his 30 year sentence. There 
are also the cases of Jose Puyales, Jose Dominguez or Jose Esquia... They have 
all served 20 years of their 30 year sentences. 


But in any case, these are mere examples. We are not asking for the release 
of this or that prisoner; what we are asking for is the release of all Cuban 
political prisoners so they do not die in jail." 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


IMPROVEMENTS AT EARTH SATELLITE CENTER EXPLAINED 
Havana JUVENTUD TECNICA in Spanish No 177, Jul 82 pp 20-23 
[Article by Lucy Gispert] 


[Text] Liquid nitrogen is a chemical substance that greatly facilitates communi- 
cation via satellite. A young member of the BTJ's [Youth Technical Brigades] 

at the "Caribe™ earth station did some valuable rationalization on the machine 
used to energize this process. 


"While the equipment was working, no thought was given to solving the problem. 
It all began when it broke down." That is the opening statement of Jorge Ortega 
Romero, maintenance electrician at the "Caribe" Cosmic Communication Earth 
Station in Jaruco, who is responsible for a far-reaching innovation in the 
electric circuit of the power source and main system control of the liquid 
nitrogen manufacturing machine. 


Jorge Ortega is a member of the BTJ's of the station and an active militant of 
our Communist Party. He is studying at the Worker School and is planning to 

become an electrical engineer. In our opinion, he is bound to be an excellent 
protessional to judge from the contributions he has made in his line of work. 


His conversation flows with the ease of one who is most familiar with the 
complexity of the equipment he handles. Our first question referred to the 
importance of liquid nitrogen in communications and how it is obtained. 


"The parametric amplifiers," Jorge says, "whose function, as a name implies, 
is to amplify the television and telephone signals received via satellite, 
should be kept submerged in liquid nitrogen to obtain a more efficient trans- 
mission of signals. The earth station has a machine to produce this element 
from air, which, as everybody knows, contains a considerable proportion of 
nitrogen." 


It is precisely with this machine that Jorge works because he is engaged in its 
maintenance and operation. He made an innovation in the electric circuit of 

the power source and the main system control. The problem is that this equipment 
comes with an additional frequency converter that changes our frequency (60 cycles) 
to that of the machine. This very expensive converter also has the inconvenience 
of requiring complicated maintenance. 
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The idea that Jorge Ortega proposed himself was to replace the main motor of 
the machine with a 60-cycle one that would conform to the speed, and to verify 
if the change made any difference in the production of the element in question. 


There is a saving in electric energy with this innovation because the replacement 
of the frequency converter can be used in a circuit that actually requires the 
alternatives that it provides, i.e., a range of frequencies from 0 to 60 cycles. 


An interesting detail about the machine in question is that it separates oxygen 
from the nitrogen in the air, and at the same time releases into the atmosphere 
the unwanted gases, or those that are of no interest. Im this case, the oxygen 
is used in air-conditioning the center, while the nitrogen is liquefied to 
-194 degrees [C], in which state it is used in the earth station. 


Among the accomplishments of the young BTJ technician, we can also cite a 
rationalization done on the electric power supply system which consisted in a 
modification of the commutation circuit. The original commutator was designed 
to shift to a second circuit whenever there was a power failure in the circuit, 
and to return to the first circuit when the power was restored. Such a procedure 
produced an additional interruption to the one that triggered the commutation. 

A change was made in the circuits to eliminate the problem. 


Jorge tells us that to complete the job the way he intended, it was decided to 
install a remote control to enable the operator to effect the commutation at 
will. 


The member of the BTJ's himself, who talked to us about his future plans to 
improve his work even more and to get an engineering degree as a means to 
master the technique even better, informed us that his projects have competed 
in scientific-technical contests and that he won the Forgers of the Future Seal 
on the 6th contest. 


Thus, we take our leave from this important center of international communications 


with a very favorable impression of the progress of the advanced technique of 
this specialty. 
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Teodoro Fonseca, president of the BIJ of the center, assisted Jorge in part of 
the work he performed. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


TRAFFIC FLOW INTO HAVANA CITY DESCRIBED 
Havana JUVENTUD TECNICA in Spanish No 179, Sep 82 pp 30, 31 


[Article by Engr Omar Hernandez Gonzalez, specialist of the Metro Executive 
Group of the City of Havana] 


[Text] The city of Havana, capital of the first socialist state of America, 
has had an increasing development since its founding up to the present time. 


Thus, we observe how Old Havana, which for 400 years was the political, economic 
and cultural center of the country, lost importance within the context of the 
city, which continued its uninterrupted growth. With the passage of the years, 
Marianao and Guanabacoa were wholly incorporated into the city of Havana and 
currently form a single urban nucleus. 


Logically, a city of more than 2 million inhabitants and an area of more than 
700 square kilometers generates large movements of passengers daily because of 
work, study or sociocultural reasons. 


About 3.4 million passengers travel daily here, approximately 89 percent of whom 
use the bus as the basic means of transportation, that is, about 3 million 
passengers travel in this public conveyance every day. Studies made by the 
Transport Investigations Institute (IIT) shows that the main courses of the 
movement of the population are the following: Diex de Octubre-Downtown Havana 
with 112,000 passengers daily one way, Marianao and Beach-Downtown Havana with 
75,000, Marianao-Cerro-Boyeros-Downtown Havana with 102,000, Diez de Octubre- 
Cerro-Plaza with 70,000, San Miguel-Guanabacoa-Downtown Havana with 72,000, and 
East Havana-Downtown Havana with 43,000. 


Buses are the only mass transit system available to the city of Havana, therefore 
these vehicles undergo rapid deterioration because of the intensive use to which 
they are subjected and the poor state of the streets. However, it should be 
noted that the bus-street interaction is very close since while it is true that 
the lei cer accelerates the deterioration of the bus and its components, the 
former, overloaded, hasten the breaking up of the ground. 


The average speed of the busses in our city is 18.8 km/h, but in the central 


area, where 60 percent of the transportation activity is concentrated, this 
speed is reduced to 10-11 km/h. 
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As a matter of curiosity, we note that the horse-drawn streetcars in London, 
New York and Paris used to run at a speed close to this one--in the case of 
the city of Havana, the bus brings about an increase in the frequency and 
capacity of the traffic. 


We should point out that 18.8 km/h is an acceptable speed, but 10-11 km/h is 
considerably below the accepted world limits. If we add to that the fact that 
the average speed of movement of the population is 6.1 km/h and that the 
average daily wait for buses is 33 minutes, we come to the conclusion that 

the transportation service currently provided to the population is insufficient. 


Everything stated above shows that the solution to the problems of the urban 
public transportation system in the city of Havana is the construction of a 

subway as the basic portion of a network made up of other means of mass transit, 
such as the suburban railroad, etc. This is not a new idea inasmuch as a company 
for the construction and operation of the subway of the city of Havana was founded 
in our country in 1918. At present, the IIT is studying the solution to the 
overall urban transportation system of our capital. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


BMP COMPANY EXERCISE ACTIVITIES DESCRIBED 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish No 45, 11 Nov 82 pp 24-27 
[Article by Lesmes la Rosa] 


[Text] I met Lt Angel Guerra Fajardo during an exercise. The company he commands 
was to participate in an offensive from a march, and he was involved in the 
complex work of organizing the combat. Near his modern BMP armored carrier, 

he was emphasizing the missions to the platoon leaders. He did not overlook 
details no matter how insignificant. He underscored compliance with safety 
measures and the combat morale that the personnel bad to maintain during the 
actions. 


His subordinates, as young as he is, listened carefully. The conviction of follow- 
ing the orders of their commander to the letter was reflected on their faces. 

A few minutes remained for a flare to rise in the air to give the signal. The 
combat vehicles would then leave their assembly area and their tracks would lead 

to the various lines of deployment. 


Amid this situation, I was only able to determine that the officer is now 23 years 
old and that in 1979 he graduated from the General Antonio Maceo FAR Interservice 
School. Nevertheless, he talked to me briefly and enthusiastically about his 

men and of his desire that his. small unit be one of the best in every aspect. 

"One must know his men and be able to work with them," he emphasized. 


Actually, I was pleasantly impressed by that first meeting. Experier.ze has shown 
that when commanders, along with the political organizations, know the personnel 
well and influence their lives with their work, it leaves a favorable impression 
in the minds of the combatants and permits the successful fulfillment of combat 
and political training. 


Aboard a BMP 


I had the opportunity to be a guest in Lieutenant Guerra's BMP, from where he 
directed the actions. That helped me to appreciate his combat skill and the 
prestige he has earned among the men under his command. For example, when the 
company was moving aboard the armored carriers in a column to initiate the 
deployment, it was attacked by the "enemy" with chemical and incendiary sub- 
stances. The situation became embarrassing. There was a steep descending slope 
on the right flank, while an enormous toxic cloud began to form on the left. 
Only a small opening remained where the fire was destroying the vegetation. 
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Over the radio equipment was heard the firm voice of the young officer, who 
knew the potentials of the equipment assigned and the training of his men. 


"Gases! Increase speed! Go through the fire, with courage, quickly!" 


The armored carriers were completely secured; the personnel used their protec- 
tion equipment. A huge column of dust rose. The combatants followed their 
leader, inspired by his example. The confidence he felt spread to his sub- 
ordinates. The obstacle presented by the flames was overcome and the men 

as well as the equipment arrived in the planned deployment line in complete 
combat capability. Had that decision not been made, the result would have 
been quite different. 


It does not need to be said that such dynamic action represented a test for the 
small unit and more so for some green soldiers, But all of them had confidence 
in their chief who always has led them on the path of success. That is how it 
happened in all aspects of the exercise. It was rated as Well Done, particularly 
the firing since all the targets were hit. 


Back at the fiend parking area, there was a lot of joy over the results obtained 
in the "battlefield." When I left the BMP, I was able to exchange a few words 
with the battalion commander. Referring to the company commander, he said: 


"Despite his youth, Lieutenant Guerra has demonstrated to be a skillful trainer 
of his subordinates. When he completed his studies at the Interservice School, 
he led a platoon and always maintained it on the vanguard. Because of the 
results he attained, he was promoted in grade and also to company commander. 
The command has not been wrong: Guerra is performing his new obligations 
successfully." 


These statements added to my initial impressions and I went looking for the 
young officer. 


During the Review 


When I found Lieutenant Guerra, it was not the proper time to interrupt him. The 
company was formed in front of him. A strong smell of powder could still be 
detected in the air. The work just completed had been intense, but the men 
remained "in perfect condition and ready for another exercise," as a rocket- 
launching soldier told me. But this time it was the official review and interest 
was concentrated on listening to the words of the young commander. 


His preliminary words were encouraging, when he said: 
"Generally speaking, the company performed its assigned missions well..." 


He then referred to the actions of the combatants who had excelled and set his 
attention on some who had not developed their capabilities to the maximum. In 
other words, he analyzed the performance of the personnel. He did it calmly, 
which testifies to his concern that the small unit from now on raise its training 
and gain greater successes. The attitude with which the personnel received the 
review was convincing proof that Lieutenant Guerra knows them well. 
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‘Secrets’ Revealed 


The officer issued some instructions on maintenance of the equipment. As if 
exploring the area, he looked in various directions and told me: "Wecan sit 
over there." After walking a few meters, we found ourselves setting up a 
"journalistic camp" under a shady ceiba tree. 


To break the ice, I asked him about the results obtained by his company recently, 
and he replied: 


"Without having to go into details, I can tell you that the ratings have been 
Well Done and Outstanding in all of our activities: training, exercises, 
maneuvers, inspections, and tests. I have magnificant soldiers and I am quite 
happy with them." 


After that, he did not wait for a round of questions and answers. 


"I think that one of your principal secrets has been knowing how to work well 
with subordinates," I told him. 


"I would say that this is more a result,” he asserted. 
"Result of what?” 


"Of the help I received when I started to develop my military profession. It is 
true that one gets good training at the CEM [Military Training Center], but there 
are very important details one must learn in the unit. The orientations of 
commanders and officers with more experience on working with the troops are worth 
a lot. I have been and I am receptive to them, for they are part of my develop- 
ment. This does not mean that I do not have independence in my functions..." 


"How do you develop individual work with a combatant?" 


"I could not refer just to individual treatment, but rather to the consistent 
application of the principles and methods of instruction and education. Of 
course, if one does not know the individual background of the combatants, they 
cannot be trained successfully. 


"I not only fulfill my duty of formally knowing the first name and last names 
of my subordinates, I have also learned to go into their political and moral 
qaulities, and to observe carefully their attitude toward their specialty and 
the service and how they do their jobs. I also try to learn their aspirations 
and temperament, in addition to being concerned about their health. Having 
mastered all these factors, I can determine a correct teaching line and combine 
collective with individual training, which has resulted in advances in combat 
and political training and in military discipline. 


Exigency and Example 


The heat is doing its thing. The ceiba tree continues to offer the hospitality 
of its shade. Lieutenant Guerra's canteen, with its valuable cool water, hits 
the spot. After the marvelous sips, the talk continued when I told him: 








"The commander in chief has taught us that exigency must never be neglected in 
a revolution. Obviously, it is multiplied in military activity." 


"Exigency,' he added, "is the fundamental factor of success. Experience over 
the 3 years I have been commander of a small unit has taught me this. Being 
exigent is a regular exigency, the redundancy is worth it, to develop in the 
subordinates a conscious attitude toward performance of duty. We commanders 

not only have the power to give orders, but also the responsibility of educating 
the personnel. And being demanding is one way of educating." 


"But exigency," he continued, “must go hand-in-hand with the personal example of 
the officer, in every sense. When I was given a platoon, the first thing I was 
told was: the commander must be a mirror that must never be tarnished. I 

never forget it.” 


"How do you express your exigency?" I asked. 


"There are many ways. It can be through orders, orientations, instructions, 
observations, and so forth---Regardless of which is used, one must always proceed 
with tact. If not, we do not channel the conduct of the men." 


"However,'' I said, "there might be those who equate exigency with roughness." 


"Tt is incorrect. Exigency can be considered part of our methods and styles 

of work; but roughness, never. Being demanding does not mean giving orders 
only, but also to be concerned for the general development of the combatants and 
their training. It does not exclude being kind and obliging with them." 


Does not Fall From the Sky 


"It has been said that the prestige of an officer represents the degree of 
influence of his personality over the subordinates and it is expressed in the 
obedience, trust and respect they give him. What is your opinion? 


"When one arrives in a unit and is placed in charge of a group, it takes time 
to gain something that is very important: prestige. It does not fall from the 
sky like rain. It must be earned by perseverance. That can be easier when one 
has the help of superiors and of organizations of the party and UJC [Union of 
Young Communists]." 


"The prestige of the leader,"he continued, "depends on his multifarious training, 
his personal qualities, command firmness, modesty and other qualities. In turn, 
he has to be his principal critic of his daily work and try to find the best 
methods of instruction and training, and apply the best experiences creatively. 


"All this is indispensable in an officer's performance because it helps to get 
the combatants to have a greater desire to perform their duty and it has much 
influence over discipline and the results of combat and political training.” 


The sound produced by several blows on an artillery shell case is heard. There is 
a change of activity. At this time Lt Angel Guerra has scheduled a demons tration 
on getting into and out of the BMP. For this reason, our talk will conclude when 
he returns to the permanent station. 


9925 
CSO: 3248/315 69 








COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


HAVANA REVIEWS PAST 10 YEARS, BENEFITS IN CSMA 
Havana ECONOMIA Y DESARROLLO in Spanish May-Jun 82 No 68, pp 140-156 


[Article by Roberto Vilar, who holds a degree in economics, is a Cuban, eco- 
nomic adviser at the Permanent Secretariat for CEMA Affairs of the Council of 
Ministers and a member of the board of editors of the review ECONOMIA Y 
DESARROLLO; passages in slantlines printed in italics] 


[Text] In July of this year 10 years will have gone by since our country's 
official admission to the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance (CEMA) as a 
full-fledged member with all the prerogatives, rights and obligations pertain- 
ing thereto, 


So this seems to be the right moment, considering the importance of this event, 
to review, even if only briefly, some of the chief results of this first decade 
of Cuban participation in the work of the CEMA and its different organs, 


We should begin by almost of necessity saying that the achievements that have 
been realized may be described as highly positive and that, in addition to con- 
stituting a veritable feat by our people and first of all our workers, the in- 
dubitable successes achieved by Cuba in its socioeconomic development during 
these past 10 years have without a doubt been successes fundamentally achieved 
on the basis of growing and fruitful economic, scientific and technical colla- 
boration with the CEMA countries within the framework of which the agreements 
stemming from Cuban participation in the process of socialist economic integ= 
ration promoted by the above-mentioned organization play a role of great im- 
portance, 


These have been 10 years of constant struggle during which we have had to ex=- 
pend no small effort to assimilate and practically apply the rules and proce- 
dures that govern the chief departments of mltilateral cooperation in the 
CEMA operational agencies, Ten years of continuous apprenticeship in the 
course of which we have been able to feel at very close hand the spirit of 
fraternal and familial cooperation and sincere friendship of the delegations 
from the different socialist countries that make up the council and its secre- 
tariat, and, speaking of which, we mst cite the particularly friendly and 
solidary efforts of its secretary, Comrade Vasil'yevich Faddeyev, who in 1972 
made a visit to Cuba of signal importance in connection with this, 
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Today we can as a result with complete satisfaction say that our active parti- 
cipation in the operations of the different CEMA agencies has decisively con- 
tributed to our better knowledge of the economics and mechanisms of mlti- 
lateral cooperation, Likewise, and by way of counterbalancing this, the CEMA 
countries' knowledge of the Cuban economy and its problems has increased, This 
mutual knowledge, in the expansion and improvement of which there is still 
mach to do, will enable us to march in unison with a firm and sure step toward 
socialist economic integration, a vital element in the edification of the 
technical and material foundation of socialism in Cuba, 


In this article we will try to contribute more to a better understanding of the 
CEMA's modes of operation and Cuba's participation in them, which is why we 
will first very briefly sketch some of the history of the creation of the CEMA 
and its functions and structure as well as the way the handling of all the 
issues and tasks relating to mltilateral cooperation among the CEMA countries 
is organized in Cuba, Similarly and before going on, it would be well for us 
to point out that it is also our objective to in hurried, summary form and by 
no means exhaustively outline the main features of Cuban participation in the 
CEMA and the successes achieved during the past decade since Cuba's entry into 
the organization, which is why we will discuss neither other general topics 
nor, particularly, the evolution of the Cuban economy during the period re- 
ferred to, Nor will we deal with many aspects of the problem either due to a 
lack of time and space, 


CEMA: Brief History 


Founded in January 1949 by an agreement reached by representatives of Bulgaria, 
Hungary, Poland, Romania, the Soviet Union and Czechoslovakia at an economic 
conference, the CEMA has already completed over 30 years of uninterrupted 
effort, 


With the admission of the German Democratic Republic (1950), Mongolia (1962), 
Cuba (1972) and Vietnam (1978), the organization is now composed of 10 countries 
which march firmly united beneath the principles of Marxist-Leninism for the 
edification and consolidation of a future of peace and social progress for all 
peoples, 


Analyzed in rough outline, CEMA activity during its over 30 years of existence 
may be summarized as we shall see in what follows: 


A /first phase/ which covered the first years following its creation, approxi- 
mately between 1949 and 1954, marked by the increasing deve).opment of commer= 
cial relations among the member countries, 


a /second phase/ was the one resulting from the economic development and 
strengthening of econcmic cooperation and reciprocal trade, the chief charac- 
teristic of which was the transition to a better form of cooperation, coordi- 
nation of the development plans of the national economies of the different 
countries, which was originally applied only to certain important branches of 
their economies during the years between 1956 and 1960 to be later, as of 1961- 
1965, turned into a coordination of plans fundamentally including the chief 
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branches of their economies, Since the, this coordination is effected for 
each 5-year period, 


The /third phase/ was characterized by the creation of sectorial commissions 
known as /permanent commissions/, created to develop cooperation in terms of 
branches of the economy, This took place during the decade of the 1960's, 


At the end of that decade what we might call the /current phase/ came into 
being, its fundamental salient feature being the approval in 1971 by the 25th 
CEMA Conference of the so-called Complex Program for the investigation and 
improvement of the development of the socialist economic integration of the 
CEMA countries, in which longer-term cooperative objectives are proposed, 


Its Objectives, Functions and Structure 


According to the provisions of the bylaws of the institution, its basic objec= 
tives are to cooperate through the consolidation and coordination of the 
council's member nations in the expansion and improvement of cooperation, 
socialist economic integration, planned development of their national econo- 
mies, acceleration of the process of economic and technological progress in 
these countries, elevation of the level of industrialization of those countries 
in which industry is less developed, constant increase in the productivity of 
the social effort, gradual rapprochement and equalization of levels of economic 
development and sustained elevation of the standards of living of their re- 
spective peoples, 


The council's chief functions are: 


To organize economic, scientific and technical cooperation among these countries 
for the purpose of achieving more sensible utilization of natural resources and 
to accelerate the development of their production forces, 


To cooperate in improving the socialist international division of labor through 
coordination of the development plans of their national economies and speciali- 
zation and cooperation in production, 


To introduce measures for the study of economic, scientific and technical prob- 
lems of interest to these countries, 


To help these countries in the drafting, adoption and execution of joint meas- 
ures in the fields of industry, agriculture and stockraising, basic invest=- 
ments, trade, scientific and technological achievements, etc, 


The council is organized in the following way: 


The /Council Conference/ is the higher forum, the basic function of which is 

to analyze the fundamental problems of cooperation, its extension and improve- 
ment and to accelerate the process of socialist economic integration, It nor 
mally convenes once a year, Delegations from these countries, as a rule headed 
by their chiefs of state, participate in its meetings, 
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The /Executive Committee/ is the highest organ with executive powers responsible 
for applying and seeing to it that the remaining organs apply the resolutions 


and directives issued at Council Conference meevings, 


It normally convenes 


four or five times a year, Delegations from these countries, headed by their 
vice chiefs of state who function as permanent representatives of their coun- 
tries in the CEMA, participate in its meetings, 


/The c 


ommittees for cooperation in the domains of planning, science and tech- 


nology and material and technical supply/ are the organs that draft the prin- 
cipal directives for mltilateral cooperation in their respective domains, 
These three committees normally meet twice a year, Delegations from these 
countries, headed by their chiefs of state organizations who in most cases are 
also vice chiefs of state, participate in their meetings, 


/The permanent commission 
themselves with the speci 


s/ are the CEMA's operational agencies, which concern 


fic 


problems of given branches of production or eco= 


nomic activities, They are responsible for creating the bases for drafting 
and executing mltilateral cooperation plans in their different domains, They 
normally meet vwice a year, 
ministers of the appropriate 
their meetings, To date the 
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Delegations from these countries, headed by the 
branches or economic activities, participate in 
following commissions have been set up: 


the Chemical Industry, 

Ferrous Metallurgy, 

Nonferrous Metallurgy, 

the Oi] and Gas Industry, 

the Coal Industry, 

Electrical kmergy,. 

the Peaceful Use of Nuclear Energy, 
the Construction of Machinery, 
Radio Technology and the Electronics Industry, 
Light Industry, 

the Food Industry, 

Agriculture, 

Transportation, 

Civil Aviation, 

Public Health, 

Standardization, 

Geography, 

Electrical and Postal Communications, 
Statistics, 

Foreign Trad, 

Currency and Finance Problems, 
Construction, 


s of Agencies/ consist of delegations headed by the 


pertaining to domestic trade, prices, 


patents and inventions, water economy agencies, labor and social security, 


They are more delib 


erative in nature and differ from the remaining CEMA organs 


in that they do not have the power to adopt recommendations which these coun- 
tries would be obliged to comply with, as is the case with the other organs, 
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Delegations headed by the heads of the appropriate agencies, who in most cases 
hold the rank of minister, participate in these meetings, 


The /Council Secretariat/, Side by side with the CEMA's operational represent- 
ative organs, there is another organization whose function basically consists 
of creating and preparing the material and technical conditions as well as 
conducting studies or performing tasks to guarantee the successful realization 
of meetings held by these agencies, Moreover, the secretariat actively parti- 
cipates in these meetings, sometimes performing the role of moderator or co- 
ordinator, sometimes presenting proposals designed to solve problems through 
discussion, This organ is located at CEMA headquarters, which is in Moscow, 
and plays a decisive role in the successful realization of each meeting, It 
is headed by a secretary, a post occupied by N,V, Faddeyev for some time now, 
He is, furthermore, aided in his work by various vice secretaries, departments, 
sections and groups that are subordinate to him, The permanent personnel of 
the secretariat are made up of employees from the different countries who do 
their jobs as international functions in the interests of all the countries 
concerned, Among them, between 15 and 20 Cubans occupy different posts as 
advisers and experts, 


The Organization for CEMA Operations in Cuba 


To plan and execute as well as administer and supervise CMMA operations Cuba 
is responsible for, there is in our country a specific organization composed 
of echelons or agencies that make up what we might call the CEMA system in 
Cuba, This system is headed by /Cuba's permanent representative to the coun- 
cil/, a post which Comrade Cerlos Rafael Rodriguez, a member of the Cuban Com 
munist Party Politburo and vice president of the Councils of State and Minis-—- 
ters, has held since Cuba's admission to the organization, The permanent re- 
presentative directs all activities relating to Cuba's participation in the 
CEMA and represents this country on the Executive Committee, the institution's 
highest executive body, 


An organ of particular importance in the system is the /Permanent Secretariat 
for CEMA Affairs (SPAC)/, Attached to the Council of Ministers, it is the 
basic organ in Cuba which assists the permanent representative in the adminis- 
tration, coordination, execution and supervision of the different tasks as- 
signed our country as a member of the organization as well as in the drafting, 
presentation and discussion of cooperation proposals of specific interest to 
Cuba, It also advises the different permanert Cuban delegations to the CEMA 
operational agencies, SPAC operations are administered by a board of direct- 
ors headed by the permanent secretary for CEMA affairs, a post at present oc- 
cupied by Comrade Rogelio Montenegro Guasp, for which he has available to him a 
basic staff composed of vice secretaries, advisers and experts, 


Another equally important component of the system is the /Permanent Cuban 
Delegation to the CEMA/, which serves to aid in and continue the work of the 
permanent representative in Cuba and has its office in Moscow, It operates 
under the immediate administration of the permanent Cuban vice representative 
to the CEMA, a post occuped by Comrade Ernesto Alvarez Fernandez, ‘The dele- 
gation serves as a link between Cuba and the CEMA Secretariat and with 


74 








delegations fr-m other countries, It holds the rank of embassy and is basic- 
ally composec of advisers and experts, 


The /Permanent Delegations/ are also an integral part of the system, These 
delegations are composed of representatives of the Cuban state agencies that 
are involved in the cooperative activities that are promoted in the CEMA's 
permanent commissions and conferences, As a rule they are headed by the minis=- 
ter or a vice minister of the state agency that goverus the industry or acti- 
vity in question in Cuba, They represent the Government of the Republic of 
Cuba in the appropriate CEMA organ and among its functions is that of perform 
ing the tasks resulting from their representation of Cuba, The activities of 
the permanent delegations are regulated by a Council of Ministers Executive 
Committee decree to that effect (Decree No 71 of August 1980) and their work 
is decisive for the promotion and execution of muitilateral cooperation with 
the CEMA countries, 


Cuban Participation in the CEMA 


Cuba's entrance into the CEMA without a doubt means a step toward a more ad=- 
vanced form of mitilateral cooperation, Through it, the solution of complex 
problems of common interest to all or some of these countries has already been 
proposed through coordination of their efforts and resources and as a result 

of which their objectives have greater scope, The necessary premises for taking 
this step had been created through the bilateral cooperation between Cuba and 
the CEMA countries which, as we know, began long before Cuba's admission to the 
organization, 


As we see it, Cuba's admission to the CEMA is of particular importance from 
both an ecuuomic and a political standpoint, Viewed from this angle, we may 
assert that our entrance into the council displays a dual nature, On the one 
hand, it involves a political decision in terms of the use of our sovereign 
rights which reaffirms our loyalty to the principles of Marxist-Leninism and, 

on the other, from the economic point of view it constitutes a solid and firm 
step forward in our endeavor to strengthen and consolidate our economic develop- 
ment, At the same time Cuba's entrance into the CEMA confirms and extends the 
universal nature of this organization through its admission of a distant country 
from another continent, thus strengthening its international position and ex- 
tending its geographical sphere of activity, 


We may infer from the above that Cuba's admission to the CEMA has not only a 
purely economic connotation, but that it at the same time represents a reitera- 
tion of our internationalist policy, 


Tius, when in July 1972, in the name of the Cuban Revolutionary Government, 
Comrade Carlos Rafael Rodriguez presented Suba's request for admission to the 
26th CEMA Congress as a full member of that organization, a new phase of our 
historical and political future opened up and a step of particular importance 
to the consolidation of our fraternal relations with the countries of the 
socialist commnity was taken, 
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In terms of this review, we are not interested in going into a whole series of 
important factors which combined to lead to the adoption of a decision as im 
portant as this one was, But we cannot go on with the review either without 
emphasizing the far-reaching importance this decision had for our country 
(which is calmly but firmly building the foundations of a socialist society, 
as we are used to saying, "90 miles away from imperialism") as a logical ex- 
pression of our Cuban Communist Party and revolutionary government's political 
policy toward the guaranteeing, extension and improvement of cooperative re- 
lations with those countries which, headed by the USSR, have for several de- 
cades now been working tenaciously, incessantly and successfully toward the 
materialization of the ideas of Marx, Engels and Lenin, 


Although we are not trying to with proper hi: corical rigor establish what the 
real historical reasons for Cuba's entrance into the CEMA were either, nor to 
relate it to certain events that preceded it, both the signing of the agree- 
ments in February 1960 by Anastas Mikoyan on behalf of the USSR Government 

and Commander Ernesto Guevara, representing the Cuban Government, and the 
agreements signed in December 1970, which created the Intergovernmental Com 
mission for Economic, Scientific and Technical Cooperation between Cuba and 

the USSR, seem to us to be enlightening anc very significant in connection with 
this, These last-named agreements were signed in the names of both governments 
by Comrades Vladimir Novikov and Carlos Rafael Rodriguez, Needless to say, 
these agreements have been factors that have to a great extent promoted the 
level of development achieved through Cuba's cooperative relations with the 
USSR and the other CEMA countries, 


Nor can we give an account here of this period, as regards cooperation with 
the socialist countries, without taking into consideration or at least recog- 
nizing the vigorous and effective effort expended in this direction primarily 
by the National Commission for Economic, Scientific and Technical Cooperation 
and later, as of 1976, by its natural successor, the State Committee for 
Economic Cooperation, The latter is currently playing a decisive role in the 
implementation of the agreements stemming from our participation in the work 
of the different CEMA organizations, 


Having made this sort of necessary preamble, we can now go ahead and point out 
the main features of this first phase of our participation in the work the 
CHMA is doing, a phase that almost coincides with the first 10 years the so- 
called Complex Program, the administrative program for multilateral coopera= 
tion for the decade of the 1970's and subsequent years, was in effect, 


At the beginning of this first phase, of necessity our job had to be a matter 
of apprenticeship, During the first years following our admission, officials 
and technicians of our state organs, so to speak, assimilated the techniques 

of miltilateral cooperation through their direct participation in meetings 

and in formating programs and operational plans with various and multifaceted 
objectives realized or approved at the different CEMA echelons, Nevertheless, 
it is fair to state that right from this initial phase our work in the CEMA has 
been marked by an early association on the part of Cuba with the other countries 
of the socialist community in the solving of certain economic problems stemming 
from the miltilateral cooperation promoted by the organization, 
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At the same time the Cuban delegation took advantage of the opportunity to make 
several proposals of specific interest to Cuba, succeeding in introducing into 
the framework of the execution of different cooperation programs several meas-=- 
ures like those involving the development of nickel, sugar, citrus fruit, etc, 
industry production in Cuba, which in turn met with a favorable reception in 
the rest of the countries, 


In this way and now with our experience of those first years, we reached what 
we might call the current phase, which began approximately with the 1976—1980 
5-year period, that is, the one that came into being in the mid-1970's, As 
early as this phase, Cuba began to actively participate in the fundamental 
tasks of mltilateral cooperation, for example, the coordination of plans to 
develop the national economies of the participant countries, a factor recog= 
nized by specialists in the field as the chief economic means of csoperation 
within the framework of the CEMA, It simultaneously made use of other import- 
ant channels like cooperation in the field of foreign trade and in other 
branches of the economy, in which it proceeded to include its particular inte- 
rests in the cooperation measures that were adopted for the purpose of impro=- 
ving such cooperation, 


Some of the Results Obtained 


Perhaps it would be well to repeat, even though it may already have been said 
on many occasions, that the relations that sustain the multilateral cooperation 
of the CEMA countries are a new kind of phenomenon based con the basic principles 
that govern all relations between these countries and among which mutual re= 
spect for each country's sovereign rights, equal and reciprocal treatment for 
each of them regardless of their size and geographic location and above all 
proletarian internationalism, the foundation of the CEMA countries' foreign 
policy, play a decisive role, This is sufficient to explain to us, although 
only in part, the reason for the positive balance our country shows for its 
first 10 years as a member of the council, 


And why can we talk of a positive balance fer our first 10 years of participa- 
tion in the CEMA? Well, among other things, because we mst admit that, if we 
are both politically and economically stronger today, it is thanks to our 
status as member nations of the CEMA, Similarly, if our economy is being kept 
safe from the sudden and almost always catastrophic fluctuations of the inter- 
national economic situation, and in particular from the pernicious effects of 
the capitalist system's ever more acute world crisis, it is fundamentally due 
tc the character which membership in this organization imbues our international 
economic relations with and our fraternal collaboration with the other member 
countries and especially our relations with the Soviet Union, 


In connection with this, the stability and economic progress achieved by our 
country these past 10 years noticeably contrasts {with the lack of same in the 
capitalist world], whereas the capitalist economic crisis and its immediate 
effects of recession, inflation and other negative consequences have subjected 
the immense majority of those countries that circle in the orbit of the capital- 
ist system, and in particular the poorer, developing countries, to economic 
bankruptcy and impoverishment, 
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A few figures on the behavior of our economy these past few years appear to be 
sufficient to demonstrate these facts, A simple analysis of the growth dyna- 
mics of some of the chief indicators of our economy and of some of the import- 
ant economic activities (foreign trade, for example ) should, in our judgment, 
be sufficiently enlightening to confirm what we have just said, To do this, 
we might begin by looking primarily at the figures recorded for the evolution 
of our foreign trade, which in the specific case of an open-economy country 
like ours is a sector that unequivocally influences our economic development, 


The figures that follow on the volume and indices of Cuban foreign trade during 
the years from 1970 to 1979 have been taken from the "Statistics Directory of 
the CEMA Countries," Statistics Publishing House, Moscow, for the years 1976 
and 1981, thus being the most recently published figures, 


Total Volume of Cuban Foreign Trade 
(at current prices, in millions of rubles) 





item 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1°77 1978 1980 
Exports 944 775 694 1038 2000 2657 2423 2621 3097 3151 
Imports 1180 1249 1071 1320 2004 2802 2759 3089 4202 4318 
Total volume 2124 2024 1765 2358 4004 5459 5182 5710 6299 6469 
Indices in % 

(1970 = 100) 

Exports 100 82 73 110 212 #4281 257 278 328 434 
Imports 100 106 91 112 170 237 4234 =.22 271 ~~ 281 
Total volume 100 95 83 111 #=+%188 $257 244 239 297 #405 


As we can see from the above figures, the volume of Cuban foreign trade these 
past few years has grown by a little more than three times, Now if we take 
into account the fact that about 80 percent of our foreign trade is conducted 
with the CEMA countries, we can get an idea of the influence this has really 
had on our socioeconomic development in general during the period in question, 


Just as with foreign trade, in the analysis of some of the chief indicators of 
our economy, and in particular of its dynamic development during these past 
few years, we may also note the favorable influence of our entrance into the 
CEMA, Although in a more compact form, the brief table that immediately fol- 
lows offers the reader the results of the behavior of these indicators during 
this period, 
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Dynamics of the Indices of Some of the Chief 
Indicators of the Cuban Economy 





(1970 = 100) 
Item 4970 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 __1280 
Total social product 100 188 189 197 215 229 — 
Industrial production 100 150 156 158 172 176 180 
Capitalizable investments 100 288 324 346 328 326 334 
Total farm and livestock 
production 100 111 115 120 127 129 127 


The growth of the total social product, which until 1979 had grown to over 
twice what it was in 1970 while, as we can see, investments grew to over three 
times what they were, stands out in the analysis of the above table, We should 
point out that the latter index was the highest obtained by any of the CEMA 
countries during the decade 1971-1980, 


By way of demonstrating what we have said above, we might select other figures 
that show the undoubted successes achieved by Cuban workers in the development 
of the economy these past few years, Thus we have, for example, several 
achievements that were recorded during the recently-ended 1976-1980 5-year 
period, According to data taken from an article published by Comrade Fidel 
Vascos, the chairman of the State Committee for Statistics, in the review 
RCONOMIC COOPERATION AMONG THE CEMA COUNTRIES, No 5, 1981, some of the positive 
results in the development of the Cuban economy during the last 5-year period 
are? 


An annual growth in sugar production of over 25 percent (from an average annual 
figure of 5 million tons of sugar during the 1971-1975 5-year period pro= 
duction rose to an average annual figure of 7 million tons in 1976-1980), 


Basic industry production rose by 5 percent each year, 
Te farm and livestock production sector grew by 3,5 percent a year, 


In the constructior sector 7 billion pesos were invested, that is, 2,8 billion 
pesos more than during the previous 5-year period, 


Te amount of cargo handled in the ports grew by about 35 percent in 1980 in 
comparison with 1975. 


The figures on economic profits obtained in the course of 1981 also seve to 
corroborate even more the positive effect Cuba's entrance into the CEMA has had 
on the development of our economy, Thus in the speech Comrade Humberto Perez, 
the vice president of the Council of Ministers and president of JUCEPLAN 
[Central Planning Board |, made at the end of that year to the National Assembly 
of the People's Government, he amply demonstrated the extraordinary drive at- 
tained by our economy in comparison with previous years, The level of these 
profits was so high that it has given us reason to consider 1981 as “the year 
during which we obtained the highest economic profits ever obtained throughout 
the entire revolutionary period," 
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Among these results, to cite but a few, we might mention the fact that the cane 
harvest season was the best and most efficient of the entire revolutionary 
period as the following growth figures show: 


labor productivity 10% 
industrial sector 12% 
farm and livestock sector (state) 6 
construction sector 17% 
basic investments 12% 


In comparing these data with the chronic crisis the capitalist world is suffer- 
ing from, we can do no less than recognize that, among the reasons for the ex- 
pansion recorded for our economy in 1981, we must, along with the titanic ef- 
fort of our working people, take note of our country's economic, scientific 

and technical cooperation with the other CEMA countries, and in particular with 
the fraternal Soviet Union, cooperation which, as we well know, ensures us 
stable markets and favorable prices for our export products and fair terms for 
the products we import and which has played a decisive role in the achievement 
of the successes we have noted, 


In what other way could our overall economy have grown by nothing less than 12 
percent in 1981? In which other countries outside the community of CEMA coun- 
tries have they recorded a growth rate like this during the past year? Impli- 
cit in the answer to either of these questions is the dynamic spirit our being 
a part of the socialist system and above all belonging to the group of CEMA 
countries stamps our economy with, 


Other Achievements Realized by Cuba in Its Cooperation with the CEMA Countries 


Among the other achievements realized by Cuba within the framework of mlti- 
lateral cooperation, the granting to our country of advantages and prerogatives 
similar to those granted the Mongolian People's Republic by the CEMA countries 
in accordance with the provisions of Section 2 of the Complex Progran is of 
particular importance, Through a resolution of the 30th CEMA Congress held in 
Berlin in 1976, Cuba has, among others, been granted the following opportunities: 


To design and draw up special measures of a multilateral or bilateral nature 
calculated to accelerate the progress and increase the effectiveness of its 
economy, taking into account its natural and economic conditions, and to ex- 
pand and improve cooperation and develop socialist economic integration, 


To jointly build and operate industrial and other kinds of enterprises for those 
countries interested in same, 


To set prices for the farm and livestock and manufacturing industries that will 
stimlate foreign trade, 


To grant loans at advantageous terms, 


To offer effective aid in the advancement of science and in the acceleration of 
scientific and technical progress, 











To send workers and skilled specialists to render services at profitable rates, 


Another achievement of great importance to the development of our economy in the 
near future has been the inclusion of measures of particular interest to Cuba 
in the soecalled Specific Programs for Long-Term Cooperation (PECLP), 


As we know, the PECLP are mitilateral cooperation programs which include 
measures of major i portance to the different participant countries that are 

to be completed within terms of approximately 10 to 15 years, These include 
the chief measures of economic interest to Cuba within the framework of the 
CEMA, the most important of which are those relating to the development of our 
nickel industry and the integral development of our production of sugar, citrus 
fruits and other items, To achieve this, the appropriate general agreements 
have already been signed, Realization of these measures presupposes the joint 
investment of large sums by Cuba and the countries that participate in the 
CEMA, the total amount of which will come to billions of pesos, 


Another mltilateral cooperation program in which Cuba and different interested 
CEMA countries pzrticipate and which is of real importance to the development 
of science and technology and its economy in general is the so-call.d Plan for 
the Accelerated Development of Science and Technology in Cuba, calculated to 
involve an approximate cost of over 150 millicna pesos, As for this plan, it 

is composed of different subprograms that include the main lines of research 

in the fields of science and technology and which will serve as a solid basis 
for the constant advancement of the different production industries in which 
the results of the research that is planned will be applied, 


Prospects for Cuban Participation in the CEMA 


The prospects for Cuban participation in the operations of the CEMA organs over 
the next few years may be described as highly promising, 


Contrary to what many people may think, we are inclined to admit that the 
changes noted in our economy since our entrance into the CEMA are not specta- 
cular, far from it, 


The dynamism of our foreign trade indices, of some of the chief indicators of 
the economy and other profit figures exhibited in this article are nothing more 
than some of the many elements that demonstrate the superiority of the social- 
ist system over the capitalist system, 


In a world in which the immediate prospects for economic development appear 

to be really difficult for the great majority of countries and also presuppose 
a prolonged period of transition between the recession and the achievement of 
even only moderate economic growth for these countries, there would be no room 
to allow ourselves many illusions as to the real possibilities of development 
of the Cuban economy were it not precisely for the fact that Cuba is a member 
nation of the CEMA, Naturally, like all countries whose international economic 
relations are involved in the general problems of the worid economic situation, 
we will not be able to avoid being to a certain degree it by the effects of 
its contraction, But the important and at the same time comforting aspect of 
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the situation is the fact that, since Cuba as a member country of the CEMA 
capable of already showing, as we have seen, its active incorporation into the 
process of the international division of socialist labor, it is beforehand as- 
sured of positive results in the management of its socioeconomic development, 


This very typical and common feature of the CEMA countries is what permits us 
to predict an ever more favorable outlook for the development of the Cuban eco=— 


nomy, 


In terms of it and associated with the notion of a better world, in a climate 
of peace and well-being for all the peoples of this planet, ever stronger and 
more closely united in the struggle for the achievement of these goals, the 
CEMA countries are beforehand assured of a better future and mst, in realizing 
these goals, contribute to improvement of the world economic situation, not 
only for the good of their own peoples, but also of all the peoples in the 
world, and first of all the underdeveloped countries, 


So it is in this context, and in no other, in which the prospects for Cuban 
participation in CEMA operations will evclve and by virtue of which we can 
maintain that these prospects are highly promising, 


We are certain that, when we take stock of the present decade, the results 
will prove to be better than those of our first 10 years, 


Through this, not only will we guarantee realization of our revolution's pro= 

gram of social and economic transformations during 1981-1990, but we will also 
achieve one of its supreme objectives: the gradual elevation of the standard 

of living of all our people, 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


BENEFITS OF PROPOSED BANANA INDUSTRY REVAMPING DISCUSSED 


Roseau THE NEW CHRONICLES in English 13 Nov 82 p 6 


{Text] 


The Banana Industry is 
the main-stay of agri- 
culture in this.country and 
must be given the best 
possible chance of survival 


If the farmer cannot re- 


ceive a fair return from the 
sale of his fruits his field 
will remain eresy un- 
exploited. as he will be un- 
able to engage labour re- 
quired for the developm ent 
of hia fields. and he loses 
any incentive for the land. 


Ths reorganisation of the 
Industry as presently pur- 
sued by the Government, 
offers the best possible 
chance to correct the situa- 
tion. as it is expected to 
bring about improved re- 
turns to the farmer. 


This will have the effect 
of keeping the farmer on 
the field. and also to ex- 
pand his cultivation. This 
will result not only in 
better quality fruits but an 
increasea oteny mappa The 
farm er is then in a position 
‘where he can engage any 
labour required in the 
fields. 


The reorganisation will 
not bring about an increase 
in unemployment. but on 
the contrary there will be 
4 re employment as 
a better price for the bana- 
nas will lure farmers who 
had abandoned their 
fields back to the land. 


With the boxing plant 
operators however, it m ust 
be noted that m ost of these 
workers are themselves 


farmers who would find it 
more profitable to engage 
themselves full time on 
their plots. Also with the 
increased production, and 
as once unprofitable farms 
are brought into produc- 
tion new boxing plants will 
be set up thus creating em - 
ploye ent for more 
perators. 
There may be cases of 
redundancy brought about 
by the reorganisation but 
these must be considered 
shortlived, for re-adjust- 
ments will occur as work- 
ers in the public service 
and the commercial 
sector, along with the 
general treck-back of 
country folks to the land, 
create opportunities thus 
bringing about a situation 
that is healthy for the 
economy. 
The reorganisation will 
tend to keep the farmer in 
the fields for lo=s-- hours 
and he will thus be able to 
grow a larger variety of 
crops. It would thus prove 
to be the key to greater 
agricultural production. 
The increased return 
would place the farmer ina 
position where he can in- 
vest more readily in agri- 
cultural ventures such as 
eeeeeere ees. raising 
ivestock, transport, agri- 
cultural marketing. and 
faeder roads. 
An increased return to 
p farmer of 7'AZon the 

reen Boat Price would 
mean an additional 1.5 
million dollars going to the 
farmer annually. This per- 
centage of 3 cents per 
pene of fruit would 

ring the farmer one (1) 
dollar each box of fruit 
sold. Thus the farmer who 
sold 300 boxes would make 
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an additional 300 dollars. 


The figures given above 
could easily be im proved 
with the reorganisation. 


The development of the 
country areas would be 
stim ulated.bringing abouf 
im proved housing. educa- 
tional opportunities nd 
commerce. Thus there 
would be a general im- 
provement in the whole 
social structure in the 
country areas. 


In event of a disaster the 
farmers would be in a 
better position to rehabi- 
litate their fields not only 
because they have been 
able to create a saving but 
also because they know 
that they will recover their 
expenditure in a fairly 
short time. 


It is the duty of Govern- 
ment to bring all areas of 
the country under produc- 
tion. In areas where 
bananas are grown on & 
small scale on account of 
the low price. with an im- 
provement in the price 
these areas could be 
brought under production. 


The Government has 
spent millions of dollars 
roviding first grade 
eeder roads for the farmer 
and must be eager to see 
the development of agri- 
culture in these areas. The 
increase in acreage under : 
cultivation and the higher | 
production could be used 
as a basis by Government 
when seeking financing for 
agriculture. 


The reorganisation of 
the Banana industry has 
every thing to recom mend | 
it. It is the best means of 
ensuring that a production 
target of *.000 tons weekly 
is realised. 
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COUNTRY SECTION DOMINICA 


BRIEFS 


PARTY MERGER PLAN--ROSEAU, Dominica, Friday, (CANA)--Two Opposition Labour 
parties said yesterday that they had met to finalise plans for a merger. A 
joint statement signed by former Finance Minister, Michael Douglas, and ex- 
Prime Minister, Patrick John, said that a steering committee, comprising 22 
delegates, had been appointed and that "action is being taken to ratify a con- 
Stitution.'' It said also that a code of conduct, and standing rules and orders 
will be among matters discussed at a national concentration which, according to 
party officials, must be held between January and March 31 next year. Accord- 
ing to the statement, the two parties will be replaced by a "United Dominican 
Labour Party" which will adopt the symbol associated with Mr. John's Dominica 
Labour Party. The statement gave no reasons why another ex-Prime Minister, 
Oliver Seraphin, who broke ranks with the Dominica Labour Party in 1979 to form 
his own Democratic Labour Party, was not present at the talks. According to 
usually reliable sources, Mr. Seraphin had been invited to the talks but had 
failed to turn up, indicating, however, that he was prepared to hold discus- 
sions with the other party leaders. [Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 

20 Nov 82 p 3] : 
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FRENCH GUIANA 


RPR DOCUMENT ON INDEPENDENCE QUESTION DISCUSSED 
Cayenne LA PRESSE DE GUYANE in French 30 Oct 82 pl 


[Text] "In Reply" is on its way to becoming a series in 
the RPR [Rally for the Republic]-French Guiana. Yester- 
day the movement's leaders issued No 2: a 30-page docu- 
ment claiming to be a "reply to the statements of 
Mr Emmanuelli on the conditions for independence." 


It will be recalled that in November 1981, after the proposal oz speciai status 
for French Guiana was set up by Members of Parliament Elie Castor and 

Raymond Tarcy, the RPR-French Guiana expressed its opinion by publishing "In 
Reply to the Proposal of Special Status for French Guiana Presented by the 
Members of Parliament from French Guiana." 


Today it was Henri Emmanuelli's recent visit to French Guiana and his state- 
ments at the working session with elected representatives and sociological 
professionals that led Paulin Brune, Marcel Jerome and Leon Bertrand to react 
in writing. 


The subject of the polemic is Art 53 of the constitution. The secretary of 
State and the RPR-French Guiana have differing interpretations of that point in 
the constitution. 


Henri Emmanuelli stated at the 7 October meeting: 


"There is a possibility of a local referendum before independence is granted to 
French Guiana. That possibility is in Art 53 of the constitution; I have worn 
myself out repeating it for a year. You can't have a portion of the territory 
leave the territory of the Republic without consulting the local populations. 
It is Art 53 of the constitution, which has been clarified by two opinions from 
the Constitutional Council. 


Thanks to this document, supported by doctrinal texts and historical refer- 
ences, there is hope on the RPR side for correcting that affirmation "about 
which the least that can be said is that it is likely to anesthetize the confi- 
dence of the French Guianese, who at present reject the too-radical status re- 
forms that are in danger of emerging from the adventure." 








We add that "In Reply No 2" should be widely distributed in French Guiana and 
the Antilles and that it was obviously wr‘tcen "with the next elections in 
mind,'"' even though it had not been included in the working agenda fixed by the 
RPR at the end of September. 


An impromptu action, then, which turns out to be an introduction to the "French 
Guianese Manifesto No 2" whose publication in the next few weeks has been an- 
nounced. 


Another event awaited in the movement is the arrival in November of 
Didier Julia, the national DOM [Overseas and Territorial Departments] leader in 
the RPR. The visit has been scheduled since June. 
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FRENCH GUIANA 


MEETING ON COUNTRY'S IMMIGRATION PROBLEMS DESCRIBED 
Cayenne LA PRESSE DE GUYANE in French 23 Oct 82 p 1 


[Text] The first meeting of the working group to consider 
immigration problems was held Friday 22 Ortober 1982 at 
the prefecture of French Guiana, under the chairmanship 
of Claude Silberzahn, prefect and commissioner of the 
Republic. 


The working group, consisting of political ieaders of the department, repre- 
sentatives of the state, sociological professionals and various perscns who 
are concerned with the problem, was created on the initiative of the prefect 
and commissioner of the Republic, and its objective is to define and establish 
the conditions for an immigration policy. 


First of all, the prefect reminded the group that a precise, clear and realis- 
tic approach to the problems being posed could only be envisaged in terms of a 
close collaboration between all the concerned parties, and that it would be 
fitting above all to "take the heat out of" the debate by adopting a clear, ob- 
jective and reflective vision in this area. 


It was in that perspective that the proposal was made that the first working 
Session tackle the quantitative essential aspect of the question. 


First, tne elected representatives present were eager to point out their satis- 
faction at finally seeing a question of such importance to French Guiana come 
under examination--a question with health, economic or human aspects, bringing 
back a position in favor of a controlled immigration policy. 


Statistics on Guiana's foreign population were read to the committee. These 
Statistics were established by INSEE [National Institute of Statistics and 
Economic Studies] from the census of March 1982--incomplete and unofficial fig- 
ures, showing 18,614 foreigners residing in French Guiana, with the following 
breakdown: 


Pi ccvsncencuaneses 5,486 
PR ndnne 064000008 3,329 
Pthebadnencnnsceses 9,799 
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However, there is, admittedly, a population that is not included in the cen- 
sus, which by definition is hard to quantify, but which would indicate that 

the number of foreigners residing in French Guiana is about 20,000; only the 
final count of the census will make it possible to refine that approximation. 


Coming meetings will be devoted to bringing out the qualitative aspect of immi- 
gration in French Guiana. 


At the request of the participants it was decided to divide the themes to be 
considered into subgroups, according to the various areas affected by aspects 
of immigration (habitat, health, work, culture, economic activity sectors, etc.) 


Before separating, the members of the working group decided upon a theme for 
the next session: "the expenses and cost of immigration." 
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FRENCH GUIANA 


STATUS OF HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION IN COUNTRY REVIEWED 
Cayenne LA PRESSE DE GUYANE in French 30 Oct 82 p 1 


[Text] Two months behind schedule and with equipment that 
breaks down too often to be satisfactorily efficient, the 
1982 season of SMA [expansion unknown] work on the Roura- 
Kaw road will not meet the expected objectives. With the 
approach of the rainy season, it will be difficult for the 
65 men who--on orders from Capt Barre--are installed at 
Camp Patawa in P.K. [expansion unknown] 36--to make up 

the lost time. 


The work began in June 1980 as a result of a joint decision of the General 
Council to open up the Kaw commune by building this road along the route of the 
old trail--50 km of deforestation to be done along a 45-meter (180-hectare) 
strip, plus the building of 6 meters of roads surfaced with 20 cm of laterite 
(300,000 cubic meters of excavation and 45,000 cubic meters of quarrying, 
transporting and installing the laterite). 


The job was awarded to the SMA, no privately-owned firm being in a position to 
accomplish such a task, for reasons having to do with efficiency. 


Twenty-six months after the first spadeful, how far along is the project. The 
deforestation--except for one portion between P.K. 33.5 and P.K. 34.5--has been 
completed as far as P.K. 36, and from P.K. 41 to P.K. 43. There are still 8 km 
to be constructed. As for the roadway, it has been completed as far as P.K. 27. 
The next 6 km are in the process of excavation. 


Two Months Behind 


These results are far from the objectives as initially defined, which predicted 
deforestation as far as P.K. 45 and a completely finished road as far as 
P.1. 37. 


In fact, the project is two months behind schedule--eight weeks that are all- 


important, since the worksite really functions only in the dry season, four to 
five months out of the year. 
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The people in charge of the work list several reasons for the difficulties: 
a rainfall considered to be abnormal; 
no little summer in March of this year; 
2.35 meters of precipitation between 1 April and 31 July; 


a serious lack of available equipment. 
Whereas the ratio of machinery operational at any given time--earthmovers in 
particular (r heavy and 4 medium-sized)--should be 75 percent, it is no more 
than 30 percent. The reasons: the age of the machinery, of course, but also, 
says Col Puech, the SMA corps chief, "the fact that this Roura-Kaw road is a 
training worksite. Therefore, in four or five years some bulldozers have had 
30 drivers. Which is not without consequences for the reliability of the 
equipment." 


On the other hand, it is difficult to transport spare parts to the site. The 
disparity of the equipment, which makes it impossible to interchange parts, is 
another problem. | 


As witness a machine, purchased from International Harvester, which has been 
broken down for many months, after being in service for only 300 hours. 


Spare parts hard to obtain, "after-sales service from the company very slow-- 
two reasons that are enough to immobilize the machine." 


Camp Patawa 


Another reason for the delay is the fact that the camp for living quarters was 
installed at P.K. 36 instead of Camp Caiman at P.I. 27. A 65-man section is 
living there: three officers, 10 noncommissioned officers and 50 enlisted 
men, 25 percent of whom are French Guianese. 


That unscheduled move necessitated creation of a hotel--authorized by the 
Roura city government--at Camp Caiman in part of the former BRGM [Bureau of 
Geological and Mining Exploration] camp. 


In addition, the Stoupan base had to be maintained for the whole 1981 season, 
with obvious constraints on transportation. On the other hand, additional 
equipment and means had to be sent to build Camp Patawa and ensure a practi- 
cable liaison during the rainy season. 


Service should be completed in 1985. The cost of the operation: 250,000 
francs per km, or 12 to 13 million francs for the 50 kn. 


To date, the Department Highway Fund has contributed 5.9 million francs and the 
SMA 2 million francs. 


For all that, the fact remains that the opening up of the village will not be 
totally effective. 
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To leave home or return home, the few inhabitants of Kaw (a dozen permanent 
residents) will have to cross the marshy area which separates them from the 
point where the road comes out. How will they do that? For now, they must 
wait and see, no solution having been proposed. 


In the SMA, they are concerned with the future. How is the necessary equipment 
to be brought to the Tiger Camp, since the new Stoupan ferry no longer allows 
heavy machinery to cross the Mahury? Now they are planning a new penetration 
in the direction of the bridge over the Comte in order to “return the equipment 
to the fold." 


Unless the bulldozers all give up the ghost between now and then, and a scrap- 
heap or museum is created alongside the Kaw cemetery. 


8946 
CSO: 3219/20 








CC JNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


PLANS TO IMPROVE TOURISM FIGURES OUTLINED BY COARD 
St Georges FREE WEST INDIAN in English 13 Nov 82 pp l, 3 


[Text] NEXT year's tourism budget will show a substantial increase over the 
$1.1 million of this year's, revealed Minister of Finance and Deputy Prime 
Minister, Bernard Coard, at the 2lst Annual General Meeting of the Grenada 
Hotel Association, yesterday. 


He said that the 1984 tourism budget will also be substantially increased to 
pave the way for the opening if the international airport. 


Within the next three years, Min. Coard releaved, over $400 million would 
have been invested in tourism through private and public sector investment-- 
but particularly public sector largely in the international airport and re- 
lated infrastructural development, This figure, staggering for a small coun- 
try Grenada's size, he said shows the importance the People's Revolutionary 
Government (PRG) attaches to tourism. 


Within recent months a tremendous number of concrete written proposals from 
Grenadians and foreign investors have begun to come to the PRG to invest in 
either expanding hotel plants ur the erecting new ones to syncronise with the 
international airport when it comes on stream. 


The Minister of Tourism, Unison Whiteman, and its Direcotr Jane Belfon, have 
done preparatory work to put more staff in major world capitals, for 1983 and 
1984 Min. Coard said. 


The Ministry of tourism has been pressing hard for additional funds for more 
travel--writer companies in other parts of the world to do similar promotion- 
al work in places as Britain, Trinidad, Venezuela and Western Europe, as the 
firm Karen Weiner Escalera has been doing. 


Within the next few weeks, Min, Whiteman, and a delegation from Tourism and 
Finance, will be going abroad to hold discussions and negotiations with a 
number of companies and firms to select the best to promote Grenada in Western 
Europe 





There are also plans in 1983 and ‘84 to expand significantly the back up and 
professional staff within the Ministry of Tourism, Min. Coard said. 
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To set up more hotels, Grenada has to plan where these will be erected, The 
Physical Planning Unit in the Ministry of Planning, recently set up, was 
asked to treat as priority a development plan of the south of the island, 
where most of the hotels are located, Min. Coard said. 


He also revealed that the Ministry was negotiating with the Holiday Inn to 
rehabilitate the damaged part of the building. 


Min. Coard told the hoteliers that the PRG had a high regard for them based 
on the energy and dynamism they have shown in Developing the industry. 


In his report (GHA's) president Royston Hopkin, said there was a decline in 
1982 in the number of travel writers visiting the island, but that several 
good writers have also visited during this year, and most of the articles 
written have been positive. 


Despite a significant decline in stay-over visitors to Grenada the GHA's 
member hotels participated in more promotional tours than ever before in its 
history, Hopkin said, and listed nine trade shows. 


There has been an eight per cent increase in hotel occupancy for the winter 
this year over last year, Hopkin's report revealed, and a six per cent in- 
crease in the occupancy rate for summer over last year. There has been an 
11.5 per cent decline in stay-over visitors this year as opposed to 1981, 
however, which Hopkin said could largely be explained by the closure of 
Holié*y Inn. 


In his report on the Caribbean Hotel Association (GHA of which GHA is a 
member, Hopkin said its membership had increased by 15 per cent, a signif- 
icant achievement since this occured against a background of the worst tour- 
ism slump to face the Caribbean since 1974. 


Hopkin commended the PRG on its $1.1 million tourism budget in spite of the 
reduction in avilable rooms on the islands, and pointed out that most of the 


promotions done were sponsored by the Ministry of Tourism. He also commended 


the PRG onopening a tourism office Toronto, Canada, creating a Tourism Coun- 
cil, which has replaced the Tourist Board, and which is an advisory body to 
the PRG on all aspects of Tourism, hosting an Organisation of American 
States, team in May and June to recommend a plan of action for developing 
tourism attractions and sites, and hosting on-going seminars for taxi driv- 
ers, vendors and other tourism personnel. 


Air service has been of major concern for the GHA, since Hopkin said, it has 
deteriorated within the past year, mainly because the Leeward Island Air 
Transport (LIAT) owned by governments of the region, is totally under- 
financed. He felt that if governments were to subsidise LIAT, only then 
would it be able to service Caribbean islands properly. 


Hopkin felt that too much of Grenada's promotional work went to North 
America, and not enough to the European market. He also felt that there 
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were not backed up in terms of full time operational work at the tourism 
off. ces, for promotional work done. 


Executive Vice-President of the CHA, John Bell, who also addressed the meet- 
ing said the planned growth and development of tourism could only mean well 
for the country. 

The meeting re-elected the Board of Directors excluding Andre Cherman. 
Royston Hopkin was re-elected for the sixth conservative year as GHA's presi- 
dent, and Desmond Campbell and Godfrey Ventour as first and second vice-pres- 
idents respectively, with Arnold Hopkin, Richard Gray, Joseph Gaylord, and 
Geoffrey Thompson as Directors, Executive Director Gillian Thompson, also 
retained her post. Thompson also delivered a financial report. 


The meeting was held at the Spice Island Inn, Grand Anse, St. George's 


CSO: 3298/190 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


BISHOP DEFENDS MEDIA FREE FROM CONTROL BY SPECIAL INTEREST 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 22 Nov 82 p 3 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


mean liberating every 
ible medium of com- 
munication e from the 


ei 


tionary Press.” 
The Prim Ministers 
Peoples Revolutionar 
Government (P 
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masters.” 
He said they produced 
identical editorials, lies 


headlines and punctuation, ali 











COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


COMMITTEE OF INTELLECTUALS FORMED TO BOOST CULTURE 
St Georges FREE WEST INDIAN in English 13 Nov 82 p 5 


[Text] A GRENADIAN committee of intellectual workers, comprising, educators, 
writers, journalists, economists and poets, has been formed. 


The committee was formally launched on Sunday at an indoor rally in York 
House, sponsored by the Media Workers Association of Free Grenada (MWAFG), to 
honour National Hero and Caribbean statesman, Theophilus Albert Marryshow. 


Prime Minister Maurice Bishop, giving the feature addsess, said that the com- 
mittee will form its own program and proposals to bring the arts and all as- 
pects of national culture closer to the people. 


"Our intellectuals, like other workers, farmers and fishermen, will also be 
producers and a catalyst in creating and reflecting a new life for the Gre- 
nadian people and guard our cultural heritage," he said, 


PM Bishop pointed out that such a committee will ensure that the imperialist 
cultural cancer cannot penetrate and destroy the new values our people are 
building, through our own unique process. 


The committee will be represented at an important intellectual conference 
which will be held here later this month, to discuss imperialist cultural 
penetration in the Caribbean and ways of defending its people cultural 
sovereignty. 


Committee members were chosen on the basis of their sterling contributions to 
Grenada's past and present cultural and intellectual life. 


Like similar committees in Cuba and Nicaragua, it will be responsible for 
making Grenadians aware of attacks on their cultural and ideolgical indepen- 
dence and will organise concrete programmes to defend their sovereignty. 


It will also function as an advisory/consultative body to the Ministries of 
Culture and Mass Mobilisation. 


CSO: 3298/190 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


HEALTH PROGRAM LAUNCHED FOR ALL STATE FARM WORKERS 


St Georges FREE WEST INDIAN in English 3 Nov 82 p 7 


[Text } 


CSO: 


WORKERS on all state 
farms throughout the 
country will soon have 
an opportunity to 
better their health 
conditions, through a 
health project for work- 
ers on all state farms, 
which will be officially 
launched next month. 

The project, em- 
phasising preventive 
rather than curative 
health care, will be 
staffed by a community 
health nurse, and 
three health aides 
selected by the Na- 
tional Women's Organi- 
sation (NWO). 

According to the 
Agency for Rural Trans~- 
formation (ART), which 
solicited a grant of 
$158,000 for the pro- 
ject from the British- 
based Catholic Fund 
for Overseas Develop- 
ment (CFOD), each farm 
will be visited once 
every month by the 
four-member team. 

The project will be 
supervised by a Na- 
tional Committee, com- 
prising representatives 
of the Agricultural 
and General Workers © 
Union (AGWU), the 
Food and Nutrition 
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Council, the NWO and 
the Ministries of 
Agriculture and Health. _ 

The community health 
aides slected for the 
project, on Monday 
began a five-week nealth 
training seminar, 
sponsored by the Minis- 
try of Health. This 
was Cisclosed by ART‘'s 
director, Regina Taylor. 

Sister Taylor said 
that the project will 
start with physical 
checks on workers, 
but will also involve 
educational programmes 
which will be conducted 
by the GFNC, Health 
ministry personnel, 
and the Grenada Family 
Planning Association, 
among others. 

A worker on each 
farm will be trained 
to administer first 
aid methods and will 
also be responsible for 
mobilising fellow 
workers to partici- 
pate in the project, 
Sis. Taylor said. First 
aid materials will be 
given to each farm. 

She disclosed that 
the project, estimated 
to cost some $200,000 
is scheduled to last 
for three years. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


PPP ORGAN CITES U.S. REPORT ON ARMS DEAL WITH BRAZIL 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 7 Nov 82 pl 


[Text] DESPITE denials by President Burnham that purchases of military equip- 
ment were made during his trip to Brazil, contrary reports persist. A report 
in the "Washington Post" states that Brazil has:agreed to sell maritime patrol 
planes and armoured personnel carriers to Guyana, following discussions be- 
tween Brazilian President Joao Figueiredo and President Burnham. 


According to the "Washington Post" report: "Although Burnham said at a press 
conference that he had not discussed the issue of arms sales with Figueiredo, 
Guyanese officials said an agreement was made to supply an undisclosed but 
small number of Brazilian made Bandeirante maritime patrol planes and ar- 
moured personnel carriers....This is Brazil's first arms sale to Guyana.” 


The "Washington Post" news item also noted that President Figueiredo did not 
give Guyana "unqualified support" on the Venezuela—Guyana border dispute. 


A reliable source hinted to the "Mirror" that the arms deal also included 
armoured tanks and other equipment. 


At his press conference of October 22, following his Brazilian junket, Mr. 
Brunham said that Guyana was only buying two or three passenger planes. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


JAGAN RAPS AREA SECURITY PACT, ROLE OF BARBADOS 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 14 Nov 82 pp 2-3 


[Text] WITH the disclosure last week of plans for the establishment of a 
sub-regional Eastern Caribbean Security Force, progressive circles in the 
broader Caribbean Basin are begining to take a deep look at the role of the 
Eastern-most Caribbean island-state, Barbados. 


The Eastern Caribbean Agreement for the operation of the joint security ser- 
vice has been signed by Barbados, St. Lucia, St. Vincent, Antigua and Domin- 
ica--the island-chain of about half a million inhabitants under conservative 
anti-communist regimes. 


Barbados, the 166 square miles territory wrere Reagan spent his working visit 
this year, is likely to be the physical base, for, and the political-ideolog- 
ical leader of, this mini power bloc. 


Guyana's Opposition Leader and General Secretary of the People's Progressive 
Party Cheddi Jagan commented that the proposed security force is an imperi- 
alist tool to suppress progressive revolutionary developments in the area. 
The force, he said, would be used to prevent people's revolutions of the type 
which occurred in Grenada and Nicaragua. 


The Guyana Chronicle last week quoted an official of the Caribbean Community 
(Caricom) as saying that the force to be set up will serve as a coast guard, 
while the People's Revolutionary Government of Grenada was quoted in the same 
newspaper as insisting that the role of such a body should be to protect 
Caribbean countries against external aggression and not as a force to stifle 
the legitimate aspirations of the people. 


Grenada which is just half hour's flight time away from Barbados has every 
reason to feel uneasy over the latest security arrangements since the gov- 
ernment of Prime Minister Tom Adams has been taking a consistently hostile 
posture towards the Grenadian Revolution. 


Earlier this year the Barbados Peace Council disclosed that the Barbados 
government was receiving arms shipments and military training for the is- 
land's defence force from Washington. The Peace Council said that in 1982 
the U.S. State Department will make arms deliveries to the tune of US$2 
million. 
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On June 9 last the Puerto Rican newspaper El Mundo carried a photograph 
showing Barbadian soldiers in military uniform unloading equipment from a 
U.S. Airforce plane at a military base in Puerto Rico. 


The newspaper stated that the Barbados Defence Force had an arrangement with 
the National Guard of Puerto Rico. 


The fears that Barbados in being assigned the role of a little Yankee 
policeman in the vast Caribbean lake are further drummed up with the presence 
on the island of an increasing number of American warships, including two of 
the most powerful and well armed nuclear aircraft carriers "Karl Vinson" and 
“Dwight D. Eisenhower." These warships were from fleets which staged 
intimidatory imperialist manoeuvres in Caribbean waters, especially off the 
freedom island, Cuba. 


The mini security force plan will undoubtedly come up for discussion at the 
upcoming Summit of Caribbean Community Heads of Government, scheduled for 
November 15-18 in Jamaica. The Heads of Guyana, Belize and Jamaica have 
already come out in support of the idea of a regional security force, not the 
sub-regional grouping which is now being spearheaded to leave them out in the 
cold 


[This criticism by Jagan was noted in a report headlined “Imperialist tools, 
says Cheddi," appearing in the GUYANA CHRONICLE of 9 November 1982, page 4.] 


CSO: 3298/180 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


GOVERNMENT MOVES TO ADDRESS BAUXITE, SUGAR, RICE PROBLEMS 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 18 Nov 82 p 4 


[Text] 


CSO: 


_STEPS are being taken to’ 
implement measures to 
remove the and 
constraints affecting 


comperssiens and -- 
idustries bauate 


1 
and rice, c Minister: 


Frank told 
Parliament yesterday. 


Rejecting an 

motion to set up a 
Parliamentary —— 
Committee to inv 


remain in recession, to that 
same extent will some of 
Guyana’s industries, like 
bauxite, remain affected. 


3298/177 


Earlier, Cde Ramkarran, 
who moved the motion for 
the in the 
name of M ty 
Leader, said the of 
the hg 

“too much pol in- 
terference”’ ~ poor 
porations named in the 
motion. 


the . 
= found it 


Government 
fit to allocate $475 million: 
in to them. 


tockaneay and had 


Cde. Hope said Kaiser 
had been recruited to help 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


TEAM PREPARING LONG-RANGE AREA DEVELOPMENT PLAN 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 6 Nov 82 p 1 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


A five-man specialist’ 
team frem the Town and, 
Country Planning 
Department of the 
Ministry of Works, 
Transport and Heusing is 
to a twenty-year 
spatial development plan 
for the East Berbice- 
Ceorentyne region. 

Werks on the D-plan will 
start within the next two 
weeks when the planning 
team, headed by 
Regienal Planner, 
Samuel Bisseondyal, 
begin their survey in the 


"ie plan le expected to 


activities and te bring all. 


idle lands under 
cultivation 

This move will be in- 
tegrated with national 
development, so as to 
open up new avenues for 
a op- 


The - team will 
tatives from the 
who will 


devel t ects a 
en jects a 
= op ‘of the 

og was an- 
aia by the 
of the” Min Secretary 


of the Minis of 
bs Bend- 


H 
Kirton- Sry er = 


jaws at whe 
discussing ie regidnal D- 
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= with representatives 
om the regidn, the 
ey ‘ department, 

cal authorities 


bapinessmen ond heads of 
eo i 

Amsterdam. 
“This plan will not be the 
might be adjustments in 





in the country,’’ she 


The 


reviewe every 


economic 

the country, ‘the 
Parliamen tary Becrstary 
pointed out that if not'a 
a significant part ‘of it 
wesld be implemented. 


re Some Fo aba of the 


deve t for the 
ferns pn 
Corriverton 


@ effecting ‘ spatial 
distribution of the 
tion based 


on the lasatien of 
resources and currént 
and develop- 
ment 
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provement of distribution 
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ether 'with loca 
‘on the spatial 





allocation of social 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


FOREIGN INVESTORS SHOW INTEREST IN NATURAL RESOURCES 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 3 Nov 82 p 1 


[Text] There has been a substantial increase in the interests of foreign in- 
vestors in Guyana's natural resources, according to the 1981 annual report of 
the Ministry of Energy and Mines. 


The report said that agreements with nine foreign companies were negotiated 
during 1981. 


Four of these agreements were executed. These were with Montreal Engineering 
Company Limited of Canada; SWECO, a Swedish Company; Denison Mines Limited of 
Canada and Seagull Petroleum Company of the USA. 


Contracts which are now being negotiated include those with--Rudis of Yugo- 

slavia for gold, Tony Phillipe and Company Limited for gold, Noranda Limited 
for gold and precious stones, Duncan Gold for gold and precious stones, and 

COGEMA for Uranium. 


The Ministry of Energy and Mines in 1981 paid special attention to the coun- 
try's mineral development. The Ministry also paid attention to the develop- 
ment of an energy policy to cut back significantly on energy expenditure and 
to develop relevant alternative energy forms, the report said. 


In 1981, the report noted, explorations for gold and diamonds increased and 
the declared output of gold for that year was over 8 000 ounces. It sug- 
gested that the increase in declared output may be the result of mroe people 
entering in gold mining. 


As regards energy development, the report explained that the Ministry created 
the Guyana National Energy Authority which is responsible for the preparation 
of a national energy strategy. 


To this end, the Authority during 1981 prepared an energy balance report for 
Guyana which has not yet been made public. 


CSO: 3298/177 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


WEST GERMANY CONTRIBUTING EQUIPMENT TO VARIOUS PROJECTS 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 11 Nov 82 pp 4-5 


{Text ] 


CSO: 


THE Government of 
the Federal Republic of 
Germany intends to 
contribute substantially 
to a number of projects in 
Guyana over the next six 
months. 
..Consul-General for the 
Caribbean Wolfgang 
Wiesner, based = in 
Trinidad and Tobago, is 
new in the country to 
hand over one of the 
projects -laboratory 
equipment to the Faculty 
of Agriculture, Univer- 
sity of Guyana. 

Among the equipment 
are microsc which 
the Faculty badly needs. 

Within the next week, 
the Embassy of the 
Federal Republic of 
Germany expects to 
donate a new bottom 
trawl to the Guyana 
Fisheries Limited (GFL) 
, while the Metrication 
Board will receive 
German standard 
weights in metric, and 
the Health Ministry, new 
dental equipment, by 
year-end. 

A wheel-chair project 
as the Embassy's con- 
tribution to the Year of 
Disabled Persons is to be 


3298 /180 


handed over to the 
National Committee of 
the Year of Disabled 
Persons in Guyana early 


next year. 

Also envisa is the 
provision of sewing 
machines for Con- 


ference on the Affairs and 
Status of Women in 
Guyana (CASWIG) and 
of material for the 


Women's Affairs Bureau. 


So far for this year, the 
West German Govern- 
ment has contributed 
over $90,000 in equipment 
and material to various 


Oe det Gormen 


private companies are 
now providing technical 
co-operation with 
Demerara_.... Woods 
Limited, helping to erect 
a township at Mabura 
Hill, and with Guyana 
Fisheries Limited (GFL), 
sharing in catching and 
— ‘expertise of 


Mr. Wiesner said his 
nthe granted the 
ribbean Development 
Bank (CDB) an interest- 
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free loan of almost $6.5 
million (US) last year for 
use in its Special 
Development Fund. 
Through bilateral 
agreement, the West 
German Government had 
the equipment 
nstalled at the Film 
Centre, Homestretch 
Avenue, : 
The West German 


Government established 


an embassy in 
Georgetown in 1965. It 
was closed down at the 
end of 1974, when it was 
removed to Trinidad to 
easily facilitate the 
Embassy’s work with 
other Caribbean nations. 


Locally, Mr. Winfried 
A. Fries, a West German 
married to a Guyanese 
and B prieate 
businessman,. is ‘the 
Honorary Consul for the 
Federal Republic of 
Germany. 


He is ible for 
issuing visas to Guyanese 
travelling to West Ger- 
many and advising 
businessmen — ‘to 
do business with West 
Germany. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


PPP STATEMENT SLAMS U.S. SUBVERSIVE ROLE IN SURINAME 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 7 Nov 82 p l 


[Text] IN a press statement the People's Progressive Party has expressed 
solidarity with the revolutionary government of Suriname in the latest de- 
stabilisation attempt. The statement is printed in full:-- 


The People's Progressive Party wrathfully condemns the recent campaign of 
strikes, slander and sabotage unleashed by extreme rightwing forces, aided 
and abetted by Dutch-American ‘imperialism and the criminal Central Intelli- 
gence Agency, to destabilise the young Suriname revolution. 


As the Party representing the majority of the people of Guyana, we reiterate 
invariable support for Commander-in-Chief Desi Bouterse, the Council of Min- 
isters and the National Military Council, patriotic labour and political or- 
ganisations as well as the other revolutionary forces of renewal presently 
engaged in the historic battle to smash counter-revolution and protect the 
gains of the February 25 Revolution. 


The PPP is heartened by the firmness of the revolutionary command in frustra- 
ting the schemes of Washington and The Hague to prevent the visitof Prime 
Minister Maurice BIshop and sever the fraternal embrace of the Surinamese and 
Grenadian revolutions. This display of firmness is a sound assurance that im- 
perialism cannot stop the Caribbean peoples’ revolution. 


The PPP is also heartened by the speedy decision to unmask the principal props 
--U.S. imperialism and the CIA--hidden behind the scaly armour of the American 
Embassy, and strip naked their diabolical concubinage with the reactionary 
media barons and the misguided union boss to dupe the Surinamese working peo- 
ple. We do not believe the U.S. denials of involvement. 


The experiences of the last few weeks clearly show that this is no time for 
fence-sitting and indecisiveness, and all patriotic forces should rally to 

the defense of the Revolution. Now that the immediate threats of a general 
strike and civil disorder have been foiled, the revolutionary forces must has- 
ten to give organisational form and content to their unity, to press home the 
advantage for further strengthening the process and to constantly be on the 
alert for a re-escalation of the destabilisation campaign. 


The PPP takes serious note of the four counter-revolutionary attempts over the 
past 32 months to liquidate the progressive military leadership and to 
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restore the 'old order' corrupt and decadent right-wing administration. The 
imperialist-backed unrest over the past weeks was yet another attempt to 
achieve by proxy the same set objective. 


Commander Bouterse was quite correct when he exposed the methods of the im- 
perialist forces in Suriname as those used to oust the progressive Jagan 
(PPP) government in Guyana, the Allende government in Chile and the Manley 
government in Jamaica. These experiences have become useful in helping to 
anticipate the next moves of the enemies, and to head off them in time. 


We are confident, though difficult and long the battle might be, that the 
progressive forces of Suriname will resolutely move forward to ever greater 
victories; that unitedly the patriotic and honest working people of Suriname 
will win genuine independence and build a prosperous nation. 


The PPP stands ready to render all possible support within our means to defend 
our Surinamese brothers and sisters, and to safeguard the Revolution. That 

is why we strongly urge the Guyana government to do nothing to contribute to 
the isolation of the Surinamese revolution, but rather to promote and defend 
it whenever and wherever possible, including the Caricom Summit. 


cso: 3298/177 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


PPP STATEMENT VOICES MISGIVINGS OVER CARICOM SUMMIT 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 14 Nov 82 pp l, 4 


[Text] THE Summit conference in the Caribbean Community member states is due 
to commence tomorrow in Jamaica. By expectations of the Regional leaders 
themselves this conference is long overdue, since the last such conference 
took place in 1975. Many of the problems among member states which prevented 
an earlier meeting still exist and will surface in the deliberations. The 
People's Progressive Party views the Summit with some degree of misgivings. 
These are expressed in the following statement: 


The Party has observed the sinister pre-Summit manoeuvrings of the rightist 
forces in the Region, and fears that they will utilise the Summit for reac- 
tionary political objectives inspired by the geo-political-strategic aims of 
US imperialism. Already the big 4 of Caricom (Jamaica, Trinidad, Barbados, 
Guyana) are to varying degrees, pliant reeds in the hurrican winds of US style 
“backyard politics" in the Caribbean. Unprincipled compromises even in the 
sphere of ideoogy are the order of the day for the PNC regime, buffeted on 
all sides by crises. Jamaica. and Barbados are openly pro-US and have jumped 
noisily on the Reagan bandwaggon. 


The PPP sees the Caricom area as being in disarray...both politically and 
economically. Each nation is apparently bent on going its own way if it 
cannot get the Community to move in its direction. Violations of the Treaty 
of Chaguaramas take place with impunity, with ensuing protests on every 
side. The free trade principle of the Market has evaporated in the surging 
maelstrom of self-interest, and protectionism, with Guyana, for example, 
imposing total bans on key imports including imports from its Caricom part- 
ners. These and other irritants will be ventilated. 


The PPP notes other dangerous centrifugal forces building up, one of which is 
the scheme hatched by the rightwingers to set up a “Regional Defence Force". 
In the light of experience such a force is meant to thwart the revolutionary 
upsurge in the Caribbean, and to maintain the crop of anti-popular leaders in 
power. Such a force will objectively serve the interests of US imperialism, 
and still safeguard rapacious U.S. transnationals from the people's wrath. 

It is therefore a neo-colonial military force of a clearly anti-communist 
tint. 
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The Reagan lobby is standing by with the CBI "carrot" aiming to dole out this 
alms to those willing Summit states ready to go along with US policy. Those 
states which don't stand to get anything can expect the "stick" in the form 
of threats, military exercises, and destabilisation propaganda. Grenada and 
Suriname are currently in for it. 


The PPF feels that there should be no reluctance by the Summit participants 
to grant Suriname observer status. This expected rejection of revolutionary 
Suriname is subtle pressure in a sovereign state, which has opted not to 
travel the disastrous capitalist road. Similar presures are being brought to 
bear on revolutionary Grenada which is also travelling the non-capitalist 
path to development. The World Bank commended Grenada's economic progress 
recently in it's report. 


Both Grenada and Suriname are being pilleried for "not holding constitutional 
elections." This is a reactionary formula which serves to conceal neo-colon- 
ial motivations. Those hypocrites who so criticise Grenada and Suriname 
never raised their voices against the abuses of Gairy and Arron, and have 
failed to denounce rigged elections and a rigged referendum in Grenada by the 
P.N.C. For them electoral fraud and military suppression are good and 
"constitutional" so long as the neo-colonial set-up remains intact while the 
people groan with grinding poverty. 


The PPP nevertheless exxpresses the view that the Summit can tackle certain 
basic issues in a positive manner if US diktat is thrown out of the door. 
The Party therefore calls on the Summit participants to address themselves 
seriously to the following urgent matters: 


Making the Caribbean a zone of peace; bringing an end to threatening US naval 
exercises in the Region; rejecting the rotten CBI “carrot” as proferred by 
Reagan; insisting on the non-use of force to settle outstanding disputes 
among states; accelerating -he decolonising of all territories in the 
Hemisphere including Puerto Rico and the Malvinas; curbing US monopoly 
penetration of the Region which is having disastrous results; observing the 
letter and spirit of ‘the Chaguaramas Treaty; discontinuing the suggested 
Regional Defence Force plan; 


There should also be a restructuring of the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) 
to enable it to provide more low cost funding; and to firmly rebuff arbitrary 
diktat from US imperialism; restructuring and bringing into the 20th century 
the University of the West Indies (UWI); re-asserting the inviolability of 
existing frontiers; fearlessly supporting the liberation struggle everywhere 
including El Salvador; and upholding the right of all states to chart their 
own destiny without outside interference. In addition, there should be a 
firm denounciation of the arms race 


CsO: 3298/180 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


DEVELOPMENTS INVOLVING RICE, SUGAR INDUSTRIES REPORTED 


Idle Land Cultivation 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 4 Nov 82 p 8 


[Text ] 


A team of Guyana Rice Board per- 
sonnel, members of the Regional 
Democratic Council, and represen- 
tatives from the Rice Action Com mittee 
have recently persuaded farmers in the 
Corentyne area te re-start cultivation of 
some 16,000 acres of rice land new lying 
idle in the region. . 

The farmers are now 


awaiting the completion by GRB of in- 


frastrecture works befere they start 


work on the land. 
In other rice-growing areas, 
agricultural extension officers are 
ees lands, fer the regional 
au , on which rice can be grewn. 
The GRB is now g a repert en 
the machinery other rice-producing 
oy mye which will be needed te take 


expected increase in rice-yield | 


Tiext year. Already a recommendation 
for more ploughing a has been 
submitted toCentral Government. . 


89 per cent harvested, and 
second with 8@ per cent. An average of 
21.2 per acre has been the y 

For the 1983 spring crep 400@ acres 
have se far been plow . 


Payments to Farmers 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 5 Nov 82 p 1 


[Text ] 


THE Guyana Rice Beard 
(GRB) has already paid 
out some 15,8 millions 
dollars to the nation’s rice 
farmers now engaged ina 
valiant battle te harvest 
the current secend crop 
and to prepare fer the 


next crop. 
Reports yesterday from 
the Board said t by 


last Sunday (the end of 
October) 85 €16 acres or 
67.8 per cent of the 126.344 


acres of pa sown had. 
been harves 

The reports also said 
that by last unday 1,8 


million bags of paddy had 
been harvested at an 
average yield of about 21 
bags per acre. 

In addition, as much as 
54 285 acres have already 
been. ploughed in 
preparation for the next 


crop. 

_ delays in the 
making of payments to 
rice farmers for .paddy 
sold to the GRB have for 
several years been a 
major grouse of the 
country’s rice farmers. 
However, @ new system 
to facilitate prompt 
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‘payment was introduced 
y the GRB’s new 

management with effect 

from the currenit crop. 

According to the Board’s 
General Manager Leon 
Dundas, agar 
because of ‘prompt 
payments now being 
made, those farmers. who 
have already harvested 
their ¢rop are now en- 
thusiastically engaged in 
land preparation for the 
next crop: 

; “We believe that the 
prompt payments are 
also responsible for 
private rice mille 
supplying rice to the GRB 
very promptly,’’ the 
General Managef ex- 
plained. 

He said he was satisfied 
generally, won the 
progréss being with 
the harves and land 
preparation. However, he 
was somewhat fearful 
about the fate of the crep 
in the Black Bush Polder 
area where, to date, only 
about 13 per cent of the 
crop had been harvested. 

' He said farmers in the 
Black Bush Polder dred 


sane ‘sown late and that 
as responsible for them 


laggifig ‘behind their 
elinarhe in the other 
rice areas. 

A breakdown of progress 
in the rice growing 

is as follows: 

— On the Essequibo 
‘Coast where the 
average yield per acre 
has been recorded, 90 per 
cent of the crop has been 
harves The average 

jeld' now stands at 23 


Watkenaain, 87 per 
cent of the crop has been 
aria Went Demerara the 
average yield stands at 
22,6 bags per acre and 96 


cent of the ¢ has 
harvested. 7? 


— In East Demerara, 83 

per cent of the — 
harvested, and — i 

the East Berbice front- 


lands,, 44 per cent of the 
eran baa baths bens vented. 


_Meanwhile, ng tb 








theGRB.— (GNA). _. 


New Rice Board Measures 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 7 Nov 82 pp 1, 3 


[Text ] 


: AN action plan which 
‘was started this year for 
the local rice industry 
‘with the restructuring of 
the Guyana Rice Board 
‘(GRB) , is being extended 
into the areas of rice 
sales, profit-sharing in 
the industry, rice grading 
and importation of spare 
parts. 

According to a release 
from the office of the 
GRB General Managef, 
measures already im- 
plemented and moves 
now announced are in- 
‘tended to increase ef- 
ficiency at GRB and 
bring about an ap- 
preciable increase in rice 
production through better 
service and high returns 


to producers. 
ew developments in 

the statement are: 

“Farmers and millers 
may sell rice directly to 
consumers and to retail 
outlets. GRB_ would 
continue to sell also to 
consumers and to retail 
outlets in order to ensure 
an adequacy of supplies 
and the effectiveness of 
maximum retail prices 
and standards of quality. 

Concurrently , the 
Guyana Rice Board will 
enforce immediately the 
inspection of rice mills 
and will insist on the 
keeping of the statutory 
records of stocks and 
sales by millers. This 
strict enforcement of the 
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law is intended to prevent 
malpractices, including 
the disposal of rice out- 
side Guyana. 
The Guyana Rice 
Board is making a 
greater effort to increase 
exports and to maximise 
foreign «xchange ear- 
nings and will soon 
receive specialised 
assistance in this regard 
Moreover. additional 
yments will be made 
y the GRB to farmers 
and millers out of any 
surpluses made on ex 
ports and whenever they 
are required to produce 
specific lots and qualities 
according to the 
specifications and 
requirements of new 
markets. . 
Farmers and millers 
may import spares and 
équipment from overseas 
sources where such 
_ imports do not require an 
. allocation’ of foreign 
-.exchange by the Bank of 


Guyana. In this regard 


the GRB will have 
-available at its regional 


centres the necessar 
official forms whic 
farmers are red to 
complete toe ite such 


fhe grading bf paddy 


and rice will be done from 


end complaints and 
allegations against GRB 
concerning grading. This 
measure should build 
farmers’ confidence in 


the impartiality of the 


system of grading. 
It is proposed to hold a 
series of m in the 


rice-growing areas, 
under the chairmanshi 
of Comrade Oscar 
Clarke, Chairman of 


Guyana Rice Board, to 


explain these dev 
ments to all interested 
the rice industry and to 


examine any suggéstion 


which might be made for 


the further development 
of the industry. 

Prior to the an- 
nouncement of the new 
measures, the GRB had 
already taken action to 
transfer importation and 
distribution of fertilisers, 
chemicals and other 
supplies to the com- 
mercial sector. 

_ The board also stopped 
oie Gasp Cae 
who are now 

deal with a variety of 
local financial agencies. 

GRB’s small rice mills 
have been handed over to 
the regional ad- 
ministrative councils for 
reorganisation. 

The Ministry of 


Agriculture and_ the 
‘Ministry of Regional 
‘Development have been 


= ull responsibility 
or extension work and 
farmers are now required 
to contact these 
ministries for advice on 
rice cultivation. GNA. 





Sugar Production Drop 


Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 7 Nov 82 pl 


[Text ] 


SUGAR production 
faltered last week as a 
result of out-of-cane 

iods, due mainly to 
inadequate turn-out 
together with some 

echanical] and 


factory m 


ton mark for the first 
time after nine con- 
secutive weekly 
achievements, and also 
fell short of the week’s 
production target by 3.5 
per cent. 

Production for the week 
was 9,460 tons against an 
estimate of 9,800 tons. 
The crop’s production 
level passed the 150 000 
ton mark with an actual 
achievement of 155,680 
tons, which is 6 210 tons 
above the crop’s estimate 
at week-ending 1982-11-06. 

Production for the year 
a now reached 242,535 
ons. 





Five estates — Albion, 
Rose Hall, Blairmont, 
LBI/Oglé and Diamond 
poate their targets 
and gained placements on 
the Guysucc, Production 
Honours Roll are: 

ALBION , 2,050 tons, as 
250 above its estimate; 

ROSE HALL, 1,255 tons 
against an estimate of 
1,250 tons. 

Blairmont, 100 tons 
above its estimate of 900 


tons; 

L.B.I. *OGLE, 1,055 
tons —210 tons above its 
estimate of 845 tons; and 

DIAMOND, 750 tons 
against its estimate of 705 
tons. 

The Corporation has 
singled out Enmore with 
a production 
achievement of 93.7 per 
cent of its estimate of 950 
tons for honourable 
mention. Skeldon and 
Leonora estates. have 
gained creditable per- 











formance rating, ‘with 
achievements of 87.8 per 
cent and 87.7 per cent, 
respectively. 

The estates in the lead 
on the Honours Roll are - 
Albion‘ Port Mourant 
with 15 placements, 
Blairmont 14 
placements, Enmore and 
L.B.I 12 placements each, 


and Rose Hall 11 


- Port Movrant, Rose 
Hall, Blairmoat, Enmore, 
L_B.I. *Ogle and 
Diamond estates have 
achieved their targets for 
the month of October, 
thus, qualified workers of 
these estates would 
receive tax free incentive 
payments in accordance 
with the rules of the 
special second crop — 


will end on 1982-11-26. 

The Corporation noted 
that attendance at work 
has fallen and that the 
recent sporadic rainfall 
may well signal the end of 
the favourable harvesting 
weather. Workers were 
therefore urged to make 
the best use a - 
remaining opportunity 
days not only to enhance 


lacements. 1982 production incentive. production but to 
‘ The November month maximise. their weekly 
Meanwhile , Guysuco incentive period com- earnings’ and incentive 


disclosed that Albion 


menced on 1982-11-05 and payments. 





New Rice Plant 
Georgerown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 10 Nov 82 p 5 


[Text ] 
Corriverton Mayor 


closely to ensure that 
Myrtle Dundas 


women are given, .a 
them- 





welcomed the- com- chance to prove t 
eT of the selves. < 
(G B). re ae hg The 
- an ° 
Packaging plant at second to be set up in 
last Monda produced over. one 
Cc said that this million, five hundred 
be a & t to the rice — i Gal ae 
ownship and ng = overseas markets. 
n Six. 7 GRB General Managet, 
pointed out that the Leon Dundas said She 


plant By ag 
economic grow 

rice industry and would 
satisfy farmers’ and 


consumers’ require- 


ments. 

Mayor Dundas also 
that the project 
would create em- 
evnest rtunities in 
town. issued a 
word of cautien to the 
GRB manageinent not to 
discriminate between 

sexes in its em | 
olicy.For in Guyana 
‘We have equality of 


ay for all”, she 
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Corriverton branch has 
exported one hundred and 
ninety thousand tons of 
bulk rice to the Caribbean 
- markets. The General 
Managef also explained 
hatthe new re-milling 
and packaging | plant 
which was commissioned 
by Minister of Trade and 
Cofttsumer . Protection 


Frank Hope last Saturday 
will play ‘an important 
role in the packaging Of 


high quality parboiled 
rice which is in demand 
by Caribbean territories. 


The t will a 
oer Gay” erga 
secks of rice per minute 


and will be a back-up to 
the main chagiig fant 
in n. — ( ). 








Region 6 Plans for Rice 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 11 Nov 82 pl 


[Text ] 


Region Six — East 
bin — is 


ice-C 

to double its rice 
production within the 
next three years when 
thousands of acres of 
abandoned and new 
arable lands are put 
under cultivation by 
farmers and co-operative 
societies, Regional 
chairman Surujoarine 
Singh‘said yesterday. 

He gave the assurance to 
the Guyana Rice Board 
when vutlining some of 
the Region’s plans for the 
development of the in- 
dustry. 

Cde Singh said, ‘‘All rice 
lands which were 
abandoned in the front 
lands of Black Bush 
Polder will be utilised.” 
In addition ‘‘we are 


hoping to bring ‘under 


tivation over twelve 
thousand acres of v 
arable lands in e 
Manarabisi Cattle 


Black Bush Polder.” 
This area will be 


devel and vided 
with te Shep 
ane a 
as ’ 
and will be pomencn ga 
societies 
— Corentyne Youth 
F Valley, 
a - Farmers, 
and Lees Pioneer. 





According ‘to the 
‘Chairman - “If we 
implement more efficient 
block planting ‘in the 

areas, we can 

r control irrigation 


Rice Fertilizer 


water in time of need and 
so increase production. 


“We have already 
started clearing 


the servicing four. 
igationpumps at Black 


irriga 
Bush volder for the 


coming crop,” he 
Cde Singh’ 
that the 
embarking on a 
programme to encourage 
farmers to g more of 
the traditional rice 


. varieties which call for 


less im fer 
but are idéal for 
parboil production for 
overseas mark a 

_ The has also 
started its infrastructure 
works in the orgahised 


and unorganised rice 
roducing areas, with the 
fastallat on of box- 
kokers, sluices and 
repairs to dams along 
with arrangements for 
farmers to get planting 
material, fertilisers, 
weedicide and spraying 
equipment for their crop. 


Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 14 Nov 82 p 7 


[Text ] 


A SHIPMENT of 24 000 
bags of Urea for the rice 


arrangements, 
G.C.A.1.D.B. has taken 


the 





industry arrived in Port 
Georgetown a few days 
ago, consigned to the 
Guyana National 
Trading Corporation. 
This is the first of a 
number of partial ship- 
ments ordered by 
G.N.T.C. which has been 
vested with the respon- 
sibility for the im- 
portation and distribution 
of fertilisers, pesticides 
and other agricultural 
inputs for the rice in- 
dustry. 


Under the new 
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over the responsibility of 
rice production credit on 
a crop basis, covering all 
commercial inputs such 
as fertilisers, pesticides, 
seed paddy, land 
preparation and har- 
vesting. | 
G.C.A.I.D.B. has 
already identified its 
Regional Officers who 
will be able to promptly 


process farmers’ ap- 
plications and _ issue 
cheques payable to the 
distributors identified in 
the various regions. 











CSO: 


3298/178 


On the question of 
distribution, Cde. Noel 
Gonsalves, Executive 
Chairman, Trading 
Group 1, indicated that 
top officials of the 
Guyana Rice Board 
G.C.A.1.D.B. and 
‘'G.N.T.C. have, through’ 
oe ze ge 

cretary, inis 
Rezidnal Development, 
held meetings’ w the 
Regional Chairmen of 
Regidns 2, 3, 4,5 and 6 and 
that a final decision is to 
be taken in some regions. 

As ae result, the 
movement of Urea from 
this shipment into some 
areas will have to be done 
later when the com- 

rehensive list of 

istributors is agreed 


upon. 

Cde. Gonsalves ob- 
served that private, 
public and tive 


changes from the old 
GRB distribution areas 
are envisaged as the 
ee proposals are to 
ve supply centres at:— 
Corriverton, No. 49 
Village' Corentyne, Black 
Bush Polder, New 
Amsterdam, MARDS, 
Mahaicony, Cane Grove, 
Fairfield (East Coast 
Demerara), Leguan, 
Ss enenetemaled |S 
Wakenaam and Hampton 
Court, Essequibo. 
act AFC wept 
t G.N.T.C. proposes to 
scive in oll of the vegans 
eina 
oae will retain the old 
Urea price of $51.84 pet 
bag through’ to the t 
crop 1963. 


A shipment of 30000 
bags’ of triple super- 
par yee (TSP) is ex- 


and shipment advice is 
awaited on pesticides. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


CONSUMER GOODS APPEAR AS PART OF ‘PARALLEL’ ECONOMY 
Approval itor Overseas Packages 

Ne. 

Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 31 Oct 82 p 9 








[Text ] FRIENDS and relatives 
abroad are permitted to 
send toGuyana_ items of 
consumer and capital 
= which are not 

nned 


Vice-President, 
Economic Plann and 
Finance, Desmond Hoyte 
reiterated this policy in 
answer to a question 
during a Face The Nation 
interview this week. 

Referring ‘to the 
burgeoning unofficial 
trade in a growin 
number of consumer 
capital goods (referred to 
as the parallel economy) 


the Vice-President ob- 
served there was nobody 


who understood the ex- : 


tent and ramifications of 
the phenomenon. 

It “is difficult to control 
so long ‘as we can’t 


maintain the needed level 


of imports’’, he said, 
adding '__ that the 
phenomenon of a parallel 
economy has been ob- 
served even in developed 
countries. 

“We can’t say what 
effect it has on the formal 
economy’’, the Vice- 
President admitted. — 


Move Against Blackmarketeers 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE ip English 2 Nov 82 p l 


[Text ] 
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Livestock Products 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 4 Nov 82 p 4 


[Text ] 


LIVESTOCK products 
ang fish were available 
at, meat centres and 
market stalls again 
yesterday, offering 
consumers a wide choice 
ia sources of protein. 


In addition, shrimp was 
plentiful on the market. 
‘But notso:; chicken. And 


the few that were around 


fetched record prices, 
indicating ‘that poultry, 
containing 21,5 per cent 
ee and 2,5 per cent 
at, remains the choicest 
and most prestigidus 
meat among Guyanese. * 

Live birds (mostly 


in the case of both trout 
and banga ‘mary. 

One chicken centre in 
Regent Street informed 
customers yesterday it 
was not accepting a 
more orders for baby 
chicks until] January next 
year, but that orders 
were being ‘invited for 
‘‘Peking’’ ducks expected 
to go'on sale next Wed- 


nesday. 

Officials in the Ministry 
of Fisheries and Guyana 
Fisheries Limited could 
not be contacted for 
comment on the date of 


layers) cost $8.00 a pound: new. price of 

and plucked chicken $9.50 pou: or fish WY per 
compared with fresh beef j ner 
which cost $6.00 a d. The new pri £: 


Prices of smoked fish 
ranged from $4.95 for 
shark and ‘banga' mary, 
to $8.00 for snapper. 
iaaean beef was sold at 

a ‘ 

Pred teh and shrimp 
seemed to be the most 
rushed-after substitute 
for chicken, and they 
were certainly far 
cheaper, going for $1.00a 
parcel in the case of 
shrimp and $2.00 to $5.00 






t 
the impact of the- high’ 
cost of living is expected 
to coincide with a new 
distribution system which 
will ensure equal 
distribution to all con- 
sumers. 

New prices of. beef are 
also ex so as to 
bring ‘this commodity 
within the reach of 
everyone. 





Attack on Vendors 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 7 Nov 82 p 1 


[Text] THE PNC regime on Sunday morning last (October 31) launched a campaign 
against small traders and vendors of banned items. The campaign is a joint 
customs-police operation at the municipal markets in Georgetown. The view is 
being expressed that it will move to other areas in due course, particularly 
New Amsterdam Scores of persons have been arrested in the swoops so far at 
Kitty, Stabroek, Bourda and Ruimveldt markets. Many of them (nearly 50) are 
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now before the courts on various charges, some of whom have already been sen- 
tenced and jailed. Those sentenced to jail include women. 


The courts is refusing to grant bail on the premise that the offences are 
"prevalent" and that the economy is in "crisis". Appeals have therefore been 
made by Defence Counsel to the High Court for bail in those cases where the 
lower Court declined to grant any. While the cases were being heard hundreds 
of vendors, traders and relatives demonstrated outside the Courthouse carrying 
placards denouncing the regime. Verbal abuse was also levelled at top offi- 
cials of the regime. Vendors charged that the "big boys" were not being ar- 
rested, only the small people. The Court room was crowded to capacity. 


The campaign started at Bourda market. Scores of vendors and traders from 
Stabroek market were at Bourda. Police swooped down, blocked off all streets 
to prevent escape, and commenced picking up all trays and goods. Not only 
banned items were thrown indiscriminately into a GDF truck and 3 police Tapir 
vehicles, but also other legitimate items which bore no price tags. Simultan-. 
eously the arrested sellers were bundled into the vehicels and later whisked 
away to the station to be processed and charged. 


The regime is worried over the parallel market which has developed in Guyana 
in defiance of its unpopular import cut and banning policy. Any item could 
be obtained in this market at a price and it is thriving. Some of the prices 
range from 3 to 4 times the controlled prices as the case may be. 


..Guyana Chronicle of Tuesday, November 2, 1982 carried a report pertaining 
to a speech by President Burnham at the 15th GLU Conference. The report said: 


'The President-General of the GLU said on Sunday night that government intends 
to do something about blackmarketeers." 


Comment on Prices 
Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 31 Oct 82 p 6 
[Article by Charles Chichester: "On War Footing" ] 


[Text] PRESIDENT Burnham has now revealed "a positive plan for survival"--a 
plan which requires placing Guyana on a war footing. After urging a concentra- 
tion of effort and resources on providing the basis for survival, the Presi- 
dent spent much time on the effort which will be made to ease the fcod 
situation. 


With this latter effort I choose to concern myself today. It is an inevitable 
course. 


For it would be true to say that, at the moment, the Government seems at times 
to have virtually lost control of the economy. Instead, there is what is var- 
iously termed the "parallel economy", or the “alternative economy", or the 
"underground economy". Thus you find the efforts of Government frustrated at 
every turn. 
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Government brings in a much needed supply of milk,--but to secure a tin in 
Vlissengen Road--just a few metres away from the Residence--you need tv pay 
$80, not the controlled price of some $18. The Price Control Squad might as 
well not exist. 


The President has also urged the abandonment of any concern with inessentials. 
Habits (and taste) die hard, but this difficult change can still succeed. 
Only thing is we will have to ensure adequate supplies of alternatives, and 
that these are sold at reasonable prices to the consumer. It's a giant task-- 
but placing Guyana on a war footing can give it a real chance. 


So, from tomorrow, we will see how things work--like the announcement from the 
President that the price of beef will be reduced by one dollar (a pound), and 
fish available from just one dollar a pound. 


The Government must resume control of the economy. No more must some of us 
wonder whether the boss is Comrade Burnham--or President Blackmarketeer. 


If never before, President Burnham must understand that the main, the real, 
challenge to his authority comes from these economic saboteurs. We must move 
from rhetoric to reality. 

Beef, Fish Price Cuts 
Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 21 Nov 82 p l 
fArticle by Anthony Calder] 


[Text] ..THE prices of beef, fish address to some of what he 


and green vegetables are to termed the ‘‘nitty-gritty” 
be S povernmant issues affecting the welfare 
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of war on the cost-of said re oo 
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MeePveccraae ied = ae by ater wok 
3 s Nation ay ta ‘And we will bring it down 
pa members the arose Se” asi 
Seen Eeerented to sell beef ‘dTrangements being 
immediately at no more finalised with Guyana 
than $5.50 a and Fisheries Limited, mixed 
lans are af reduce fish cost no more than 
fhe retail selling for 90 cents a Pound, while 
fish to between 90 cents and other kinds ate, such 80 
— 7 sean price af #128 8 
T nprice of gréen m price of $1.25 a 
ye pee oe 
simulta ; No fixed time-table has 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


"POVERTY PIMPS' WHO PLAY ON ECONOMIC ILLS ASSAILED 
Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 31 Oct 82 pp 6, 1l 


[Article by Ken Danns] 


[Text] THE concept ‘poverty pimp' is one that is opprobriously applied to 
those categories of individuals who earn a living because of the poverty, 
misery and failings of others. Included are social workers, and other workers 
ostensibly concerned with the welfare of others but who, in fact, are more con- 
cerned with their own welfare, the advancement of their careers and the build- 
ing of elaborate bureaucratic agencies. 


In our present circumstances of underdevelopment and the deepening economic 
recession, the poverty pimp is a prevalent parasite leached on to the social 
body of the nation. My concern here is not to attack social welfare agencies 
to whom the concept poverty pimp is conventionally applied, but to restrict 
its usage to those categories of individuals and institutions which seemingly 
have vested interests in continuing the underdevelopment of the country and 
the sufferings of its peoples. 


Poverty pimps cater to, and exploit, the weakness of others and profit from 
their misfortunes. They are a breed of people in the Guyana society who 
flourish on the poverty of the nation and exploit the lack of awareness of 
people of their basic rights or their inabilities to fight for those rights. 


Poverty pimps are of two major strains-foreign and local. Foreign poverty 
pimps are institutions like the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and those 
individuals and agencies bent on ensuring that Third World nations like Guyana 
which attempt to pursue a course of independent development be punished and 
be made to step back in line.. 


It must be recognised that the continued exploitation and concomitant under- 
development of countries like Guyana are essential variables in the economic 
strategy of the developed nations. That is, our poverty and suffering are a 
condition for their development and progress. 


The Sodomy of the economy and the discouragement of the people from develop- 
ment pursuits are intimate to the approach of foreign poverty pimps. 
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There are se.°ral varieties of local poverty pimps. They range from some 
government and State corporate officials, to some public corporations, pri- 
vate enterprises, black-marketeers and hoarders and some politicians. 


Local poverty pimps are characterised by malignant greed, a perverted desire 
to make others suffer, and the arrogant use of power and authority for narrow 
self-interests. 


The political poverty pimps is a power broker using the authority of his office 
or position to extract favours from others for personal benefit. They engage 
at times in the unnecessary display of power, flaunting their authority and 
seeking to scare people. 


Some political poverty pimps prey on the poverty and discontent of the masses, 
seeking to goad them into acts of dissension and unrest. In their rhetoric, 
they underestimate the intelligence of people, telling the working man how 
badly off he is as if i.e does not already know. 


The aim of this variety of the political poverty pimp is to ride to power on 
the backs of the masses. 


Political poverty pinps are corrupt and dishonest both in action and intent. 

They are malignant tumors in the body of the society, inhibiting its natural 

growth and development by their narrow self-interests and orientation towards 
deceiving the masses. 


Poverty pimps who are government and State corporation officials can best be 
described as the bureaucratic or official poverty pimps. These are the scourge 


of the nation. 


They are the vampires feeding voraciously on the rapidly dwindling national 
pie. Though they are salaried public officials, they use their jobs to squeeze 
out additional material and other benefits from the public they are supposed to 
serve. 


As you approach the official poverty pimps, he greets your inquiry or request 
with several reasons why you cannot obtain what you came for--responses like 
"none ain't dey", or "the officer responsible for that dep pon leave and he 
files lock up", or "you have to get four different forms and carry them eight 
different places". 


The pimp, content that his red tape rap has disoriented you, making you feel 
helpless, awaits your: "you can't get it done for me man? Unless you are 
prepared to treat your official request unofficially and pay the unofficial 
price, then the official poverty pimp walks away or goes on to another cus- 
tomer leaving you disappointed, cursing or dejected. 


The tragedy is the public has passively accepted this state of affairs and is 
quite ready to pay an extra "small piece" to get through and avoid the hassles. 
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The official poverty pimp only helps those who are prepared to help him. The 
strategy is to delay, misdirect, misinform and misappropriate. 


This pimp hides behind the norm of official secrecy and the maze of bureau- 
cratic officialdom. The less they account to the public, the easier it is for 
them to foster bureaucratic corruption. 


The official poverty pimp is a cancer in the body of the State apparatus and 
in the body of the larger society. 


With the State owning 80 per cent of the economy, it has become the responsi- 
bility of the State officials to spearhead the thrust for the development of 

the society. The task of development could never be accomplished when an in- 
creasing number of State officials are becoming poverty pimps. 


Official poverty pimps are corrupt and are, therefore, pernicious to plans for 
development. They are concerned with their own self-aggrandisement, and invar- 
iably pack up and leave the country when their craws are filled. 


The official poverty pimps must, however, be distinguished from the 'damn fool’. 


The 'damn fool' uses the same strategies as the official poverty pimp, frus- 
trating the public and generally giving people a hard time. The damn fool is, 
however, not corrupt, but just downright incompetent and stupid. 


The damn fool is more concerned with frustrating his fellow officers by block- 
ing their promotion, their release, their leave, their increments and other 
entitlements. Like the official poverty pimp, the damn fool is a bane to 
progress. 


The concept poverty pimp is also applicable to some public corporations and 
agencies. . 


These corporations and agencies are inefficiently and unimaginatively governed. 
They are overstaffed and underequipped and continuously provide a disservice 
to the public. 


Such institutions have workers that do not work, or else have not been as- 
signed any; equipment that do not function, institutional supports that are 
not utilised and plans that are not implemented. These corporations would 
normally go bankrupt except that they pass on their bankruptcy in the unbe- 
lievable bills they send to consumers and the exorbitant prices consumers are 
made to pay. 


Officials from such institutions lie to, and deceive, the public to cover up 
the failings of the organization. The poverty pimp corporation has the effect 
of transforming the State system into an exploiter of the people. 


Such corporations and agencies are making the State a backward behemoth 
capitalist. 
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Poverty pimps who operate in the sphere of private enterprise are vicious 
and uncompromisingly exploitative of the public. 


They charge fantastic prices for commodities and services that are in short 
supply and great demand. Their aim is to wrest from you your last cent. 


They attach conditions to their sale, saddling you with additional items and 
services that you really don't need and can't afford. 


They are the Shylocks of the society. They range from the blackmarkerters 
and hoarders to some drug stores, some proprietors who over~charge for drugs; 
legal practitioners who take your money and repeatedly fail to turn up to de- 
fend you in court. 


Some medical practitioners who charge, yet butcher your body or that of your 
relative by their less than professional service, knowing that you can't or 
would not sue them for the death of a loved one or the further destruction of 
your health; some private enterprises whose management deliberately encourage 
people to line up, knowing fully well that they can supply only 50 to 60 of 
the 300 customers waiting in vain. 


These poverty pimps take a fiendish delight in not only exploiting the public 
but in watching their suffering faces. These pimps organsm with perverted 
pleasure at the sight of long lines, sweating housewives and pleading and 
begging voices saying "please for...." 


It is not only hostile foreign powers and other enemies from without that are 
inhibiting the progress and development of Guyana. 


It is not only the paucity of foreign exchange, inadequate technology, labour 
unrest and a declining work ethic that have us in our present circumstances 


of want. It is also the poverty pimps in our midst who exploit, deceive and 
frustrate us betraying the public trust and mismanaging their responsibilities. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


BURNHAM ADDRESS TO LABOR UNION ATTACKED BY ‘MIRROR' 


Georgetown MIRROR in English 7 Nov 82 p 2 





[Editorial] 


[Text] IN what can only be described as a highly defensive speech, Mr. Burn- 
ham, who holds the post of President-General of the Guyana Labour Union sought 
to excuse the econcmic chaos and soaring unemployment figure as being part of 
a worldwide recession. In declaring open the union's 15th biennial conference, 
he observed that retrenchment had also hit his union and quite rightly said 
that it was little consolation to note conditions in other countries. He was 
correct. He consoles no one by using the trite and over-worked excuses that 
other countries are suffering and so is Guyana. The fact is that Guyana had 

a lot moving before his Party and guvernment messed up the situation and lan- 
ded us in the economic, political and social difficulties that have made life 
a misery for the majority of inhabitants of this deaz land. 


"WE are almost self sufficient in food at the moment", Mr. Burnham told the 
union membership. How can we be almost self sufficient when essential goods 
like cooking oil, milk, chicken, eggs and margarine are off the market places 
and other locally produced goods are too expensive for the lower income group 
to purchase? What family can use corn and rice flour and provisions regularly 
when the prices are so very high? In all his utterances about workers' needs, 
Burnham made no mention of the crucial subjects of frozen pay packets and the 
galloping cost of living. As if these were not the matters that really bother 
workers! 


BURNHAM neglected to deal with one of the most inflamable topics in the trade 
union movement, that of the minimum wage of $14 per day which was supposed to 
be put into effect by his government some three years ago. He kept clear of 
that subject. 


ACCORDING to the Guyana Chronicle of November 2, Burnham is to honour the ob- 
ligation to persons who were retrenched from the Public Service or public 
sector. This we are told will be done in February next, some 10 months after 
workers were sacked. Big deal! This announcement was made at the closing 
session of the Conference, not during his opening speech, in which workers 
were regaled with such classics as "I am a simple man who has sprung from the 
proletariat and who has decided to stay with the proletariat" and "Thank God 
I am not as other men are. I give tithes of all I possess"! 
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WE heard some more broken records, like the promise that cotton will be pro- 
duced in sufficient quantities locally to run a three shift day at the Sanata 
Textile mill. All we know for certain is that the government continues to 
import cotton from the USA to try to keep the mill operating. We've heard 

too much about the quantities of cotton that would be produced at the National 
Service Camps! 


THE sad fact is that unemployment is reaching unprecedented heights, we have 
fantastic inflation and we have a very significant rise in poverty and malnu- 
trition, all of which adversely affect the working people. We did not have 
this situation before the advent of the PNC regime. No amount of excuses can 
erase the fact that all of this has led not only to grave discontent in the 
land, but to a mass exodus of our people. Guyana is being drained of its re- 
sources in many ways. The existing government has no effective plans to get 
the country out of the mess. It has one alternative to resign and get out! 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


DETERIORATING SITUATION REPORTED IN ESSEQUIBO 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 7 Nov 82 p 2 


[Text] THE situation in Essequibo continues to deteriorate. Our correspon- 
dent in the area has reported the following problems 


-~-Crime is on the upswing. Recen:ly two persons were killed in bandit attacks 
at Aurora and Lima. At Adventure another victim was shot and had to be admit- 
ted to Suddie Hospital. Farm produce is also at the mercy of thieves, while 
churches too have not been spared. Raided churches have lost hundreds of dol- 
lars in louvre glass windows, State enterprises have been hit also....losing 
fuel, lubricants, and spare parts, while all this is taking place, the police 
in the County are virtually immobilised, due to a chronic lack of transport 
vehicles. 


--Where commuting is concerned, workers and students find it difficult to reach 
their destinations and homes. The Anna Regina Multilateral School operates a 
relief service, but this is inadequate. Some 400 students on each school uay 
move on the route between Supernaam and Charity. This crisis is compounded 

by the fact that 4 buses have recently been taken off the road owing to a lack 
of spare parts. 


--The ferry transport services are also declining, some have been completely 
withdrawn. The service from Adventure to Parika is limping along. The decrep- 
it MV Makouria now has to service all 3 Islands. The extra trip te Leguan 
causes great problems resulting in late arrivals at Adventure. At present 

the relief pontoon tug is out of order. 


~-In the field of agriculture, there has been a re-allocation of pasture lands 
into rice farming lands. This has caused Essequibo residents once self-suffi- 
cient in fresh milk, to be heavily dependent on imported milk, which has made 
them victims of discrimination in the distribution of same. They are also 
subjected to blackmarket prices and long waiting time in queues. Many head 

of cattle are now said to be infected with rabies in the New Road area. 


-~-Covernment statements in the press and over the radio about agriculture are 
misleading. A survey at Supenaam Creek, Red Lock, Siriki Backlands, Somerset 
and Berks, and Cozier Canal showed hundreds of acres of arable lands lying 
idle. They have either not been distributed by government, or are kept idle 
by their owners. Some of these lands were allocated on the basis of political 
favours from the ruling party to chosen persons. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


LABOR UNION ELECTS OFFICERS; OTHER ACTIVITIES REPORTED 
Burnham on Benefits of Agriculture 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 3 Nov 82 p 4 


[Text] PRESIDENT General of the Guyana Labour Union Forbes Burnham on Sunday 
called on members of the union to organise themselves in such a way that they 
could become involved in agricultural projects for the nation's survival. 


He told the large gathering of delegates at the National Service Sports 
Complex on Carifesta Avenue that there are only a few people in Guyana who do 
not believe that at this particular period agriculture is going to be the 
area in which we will plan our recovery. 


The President General of the GLU called on the delegates to visit Roxanne 
Burnham Gardens, Tucville and Lodge Housing Schemes to see how the people in 
those areas are utilising the available lands, even parapets to grow food. 


He continued by saying that the GLU can become a sector for the distribution 
of seeds to people intent on planting. The union can also give information 
on crops that are easily grown. 


There is land to the south, east and north of Sophia which can be allocated 
to groups and individuals for agricultural purposes. Planting is progressing 
rapidly at Sophia. He urged that Guyana try to double its rice and crops 
production by 1985. 


The President General said that 2.5 million dollars (US) work of tractors, 
combines and equipment is expected to arrive in he country shortly to assist 
in the agricultural drive, and twenty trawlers are to be delivered under he 
IDB loan. He pointed out that there must be trained personnel to handle the 
equipment and machinery. 


There must be development of the forest as part of our strategy for survival, 
the President General said. 


128 








Minister on Union Role 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 4 Nov 82 p 5 


[Text] The trade union unionism must undergo 
movement must be the radical transformation to 
major insirument of ive them relevancy in 
transformation from e new scheme of things. 
capitalism to socialism, Cde Denny said if the 
said Cde Kenneth Denny, objectives are to be 
Minister of _ Labour, achieved, the trade union 
Manufacturing and “movement will have to 
Industrial Development. re-direct its emphasis. 

Cde Denny was ad- Wage negotiations 


dressing delegates at- through collective 
tending the Fifteenth bargaining &t enterprise 
Biennial Conference of level, and grievance 
the Guyana Labour Union handling which occupy a 
last weekend at the central position in the 
Guyana National Service capitalist model, will still 


SportsComplex. — retain their importance. 

The Minister said the But they cannot be held 
trade union must not only as criteria for eee 
have a preference for trade union ef- 
socialism, but must be in fectiveness. They will 


the vanguard of change. have to give way to 
He said that the major issues more directly 


instrument of trans- related to promoting 
formation requires the improvements in the 
movement to be the performance of _ the 
initiator of its own economy, so that a 
transformation. socialist society could be 


Both the form and achieved. 
Substance of. trade 


GLU Executive Council 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 11 Nov 82 pp 4, 5 


THE General Secretary the first President Dalzell. 
— of the Guyana Labour General of the Other _ executive 
Union Cde - ome tion. members are:. 
Critchlow, on Wednesday Tt j ted that Cde 
announced the names ol FA. akoort alker, Senior BRANCH REPRESENTATIVES 
the members of the new = Vice-President of the  , Evstece, Dodson — Watertront: 
Frets cert pearon Unies who has been, ac Soca, Baer Matanat H 
o new fac ting as president, w — a 
the council.CdeEivinMc — elected as the first minals: Guston. Waldron 


i Agard, who Emptage — Guyane Timbers Ltd. 
stepped down because of Oey tee « dew aucee te ford Glen Linden Town Council. 


Pinert Hunteis replacing i78t, meeting of the | parricie, parterson, New 

u xecutive Council. ; 

Cde Allan Fowler as Vice- ‘Scien are the results on3 Gaaner ine ey Mezaharelly 

President. ; of the elections: Cde an Gave cones ties 
Cde Mc David is ex- Forbes Burnham, —~Grc;Serenfraser GRECO: 


ted to assist the union , ’ 
in its re-organisational — “walker a moo DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVES 


plan and membership vice-president; Elvin Mc Joseptr Morris — Waterfront; 





ae. David, Junior viee iron mae ete 
The — of Pn president; Cde Robert Georges Blades — ‘haayor ce City 
union (on leave) ° Hunte, vice-president. City council. i weeeeal 
Forbes yarns pon The two assistant 
nye payer ow 4 ‘he general secretaries are cote ROOM — MaYOR B City. 
3 luded CdeJeffreyBerryandCde = Cis tia MMoustent sR. 
recently soe Carvil Duncan. The McRae — Linden Town Council; 


conference of the union, 


by way of a motion to be treasurer is Cde George Albert Peau! — Waterfront: Allan €. 
y 


Fowler — Waterfront. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


GOVERNMENT, REGION 6 TO LAUNCH PROBE OF CO-OP OPERATIONS 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 9 Nov 82 p 4 


[Text ] 


THE administration of 
Region Six, East Ber- 
bice4Corentyne in 
collaboration with the 
Ministry of Co- 
operatives, is to launch 
an investigation into the 
operations of  co- 
operative societies in 
order to straighten their 
affairs and _ restore 
confidence among 
members, according ‘to 
Regional Executive 


. Officer, Eustace Wilson. 
| He said yesterday that ~¥ 


most of these societies 
were inefficient and 
lacked good leadership 
qualities. Leaders have 
been mismanaging their 
organisations and 
disregarding ‘the ob- 
jectives of co- 
rativism. These ac- 
tions stagger the 
decision-making process 
of the orgahisations. 
For instance, consumer 
co-operatives are unable 
to serve members 


economically by _  in- 
creasing their purchasing 


n principe oy this 
respect ow lower 


prices for basic 
ae ae which 


are inadequate in the 

‘ which are 
gid at private concerns 
or by street vendors at 
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There are 25 such 
societies; 20 of them are 
inefficient because of 


Gat = bed 


manageiment. 

Housing atives in 
Berbice are plagued 
by several problems. The 
New Haven Housing Co- 

at Angoy’s Avenue 
(Cow Dam) has lost its 
sense of direction. Cde 
Wilson said. He seer 
that monies ocated 
initially for certain 


projects were diverted 
elsewhere 


There are cases of 
persons joining co- 
operatives to acquire 
loans y.As soon as 
this e is realised, 
they leave the 
organisations and 

vidually. The 


operate indi lly. 
Regiénal Executive 
Officer said that these 
malpractices 

be allowed to. ae 


movement. 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


IDEOLOGICAL CLASH BETWEEN PSUM, POS REPRESENTATIVES 
PSUM Policy Attacked 
Mexico City UNOMASUNO in Spanish 16 Nov 82 p 6 
[Article by Cuauhtemoc Ruiz Ortiz: "The PSUM Crisis Program" } 


[Text] Since the nationalization of the banks, one of the harshest and longest 
debates has started within the left. The controversy has transcended theoretical 
and academic concerns. The deepseated differences have been passed on to sectors 
of the mass movement wherein the left has an influence. The discussion is highly 
significant, because the direction that it succeeds in imposing will determine the 
course taken by the independent labor movement. We can assert that, if the new 
PSUM [Unified Socialist Party of Mexico] policy turns out to be victorious, it will 
mean the liquidation of this aggressive sector of the working class, to become 
subjected to the "national" interests; in other words, those of the state and the 
Mexican bourgeoisie, which are increasingly linked with imperialisn. 


One of the main points at issue relates to the program. PSUM has reproached the 
Socialist Workers Party (POS) for promoting one that is "merely immediatist, 
grievance-related and defensive." Nevertheless, shortly before the bank nationali- 
zations, POS published a lengthy 22-point economic program. It includes topics 
ranging from immediate wage demands to the nationalization of a large number of 
business firms, of foreign and domestic trade and of the news media, as well as 
control by workers, a genuine agrarian reform, the right to housing and health, 
disavowing the foreign debt, etc.; culminating in the need for a worker and peasant 
government, the only one capable of achieving national liberation and of really 
providing for the needs of the masses. However, the current discussion is a 
differert one. It involves discovering which slogan or slogans are now mobilizing, 
and cortributing to the organization of the working class. Only if this mobiliza- 
tion takes place will the revolutionary party be able to agitate with new, improved 
slogans that will mobilize the masses constantly, until the seizure of power. The 
slogans which incited the Russian revolution in 1917, namely, "peace, bread and 
land," were neither revolutionary nor socialist from an historical standpoint. 
Nevertheless, they mobilized millions of workers and peasants, paving the way for 
the first proletarian revolution in the world. 


For Mexico's present situation, POS was of the opinion that the most revolutionary 
slogan was the one for the 50 percent wage hike, inasmuch as it could mobilize and 
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agglutinate a la:,ec number of workers against the government and management. This 
does not hold true of the one calling for "popular, democratic reorientation of the 
economy" (PSUM's essential slogan), which lacks a classist essence and is, rather, 
petit-bourgeois, because it produces among the workers the illusion that their 
living conditions could be guaranteed under capitalist exploitation. 





Moreover, PSUM gave up the slogan for the 50 percent wage increase that it had 
shared with POS and other organizations before the bank nationalizations, in a 
manifesto published precisely on 1 September. Immediately after that date, this 
disappeared from its program. The demand for an “emergency wage hike" does not 
even appear in the 1 September declaration of its Political Commission, nor in the 
resolution of its last Central Committee. Eventually, it put forth the demand for 
an “emergency wage hike" without specifying a percentage. Why? In order to under- 
stand it, one must review its new policy of alliances and convergences. In the "tape- 
recorded version" of the remarks by its secretary general, Pablo Gomez, at the 
Fourth Plenum of the PSUM's CC. published in the No 36 issue of ASI ES, on page 16, 
one reads: "In the draft resolution, we have said that we must make a policy of 
alliances and /there are matters on which we cannot write in a resolution, because 
aey would look very bad/, but on which we must reach agreement (...) such as the 
sector of the state bureaucracy that is behind the decrees for bank nationalization 
and exchange control (...). I believe that /there are genuine convergences between 
that sector and PSUM (...); there are/." (The slantlines are mine, CRO). It is 
those PSUM convergences with a sector of the government that prompted it to give 
up the slogan calling for the 50 percent wage increase, and to accept the new wage 
ceiling like the "charrists." It is these which explain the appearance within that 
part of ideologies associated with austerity, so that the latter may be submissively 
accepted by the workers. This is the explanation for PSUM's having opposed the out- 
break of the strike at the university, heading STUNAM [National Autonomous University 
of Mexico's Workers Union]. It is also the reason for the leadership crisis in that 
union, and its lack of political influence on the Wage Defense Front, which includes 
the absolute majority of workers beyond government control. 


Nevertheless, the underlying cause of the PSUM leadership crisis in the labor move- 
ment lies in the crisis of the group to which it belongs: the international Stalin- 
ist apparatus, which has been increasingly proven to be alien to the interests of 
the workers and the masses. The clearest signs of this crisis are evident in 
Poland, where their comrade, Jaruzelski, is governing with the boot and rifle; in 
France, where the Communist Party did everything possible to have Giscard, and not 
Mitterrand, win the elections; and in Spain, where Santiago Carrillo's up until 
recently powerful party inspires only pity at present. 


Charges of Distortion 
Mexico City UNOMASUNO in Spanish 18 Nov 82 p 2 
[Letter to the editor] 
[Text] Mr Editor: 
In the 16 November issue, there appears an article entitled "The PSUM Crisis 


Program," signed by “uauhtemoc Ruiz Ortiz. For the present, I am not interested 
in refuting the feat re writer's political positions. Nevertheless, it is 
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impossible to let the distortion of my texts go by. Ruiz Ortiz quotes the tape- 
recorded version of my remarks by way of conclusions at the Fourth Plenum of the 
PSUM Central Committee, printed in the weekly publication ASI ES; and selects 
comments that are not at all related to one another, for the purpose of "denouncing" 
what he interprets as a "PSUM leadership crisis." 


For example, the aforementioned feature writer excerpts a sentence in which I claim 
that there are matters which cannot be written about in a resolution, and associates 
it with another one, 72 lines (each consisting of 21 quads) below, wherein mention 
is made of a sector of the state's political bureaucracy that was behind the 

decrees on bank nationalization and exchange control. This jump, separated in 

the article only by a deceptive ellipsis, is aimed at "proving" that PSUM has given 
up its struggle for alliances on the left and, ina surreptitious manner, is 
proposing a convergence with government forces. 


Let us now observe what the text distorted by Ruiz Ortiz really says: "For this 
reason, in the draft resolution we have said that we must make a policy of alliances, 
and there are matters on which we cannot write in a resolution, because they would 
look bad, but on which we must reach agreement. That is a most fundamental issue. 

If PSUM, which is the major leftist group existing in this country, does not intend 
to head the left (which exists, concretely, because we have not invented it), then 
how can it continue to be the major leftist group, if it does not even propose to 
head these forces in the closest area that it possesses?" 


As may be noted, the matters on which we could not, or did not want to write in the 
resolution of the Central Committee's Fourth Plenum relate to PSUM's importance with 
respect to the rest of the left, and the need for this party to propose to head that 
left, as it actually is. It is disputable whether or not something like this could 
be included in a resolution; but what is totally clear is that these assertions do 
not at all relate to the real or supposed convergences between PSUM and groups from 
the state bureaucracy. 


Let us now observe the text of the second part , 71 lines below: "T ask the Central 
Committee for a position that will afford all the party's entities, from the leader- 
ship to the rank and file organizations, an opportunity to develop initiatives in 
the realm of convergence and alliances, and to undertake action without fear that 
they are making things easy for any other force, aware of, and confident in our 

own party, and our own position which, after all, is the only one we have; and also 
with the Labor Congress sector, as that sector of the state bureaucracy which is 
behind the decrees on bank nationalization and exchange control, and which does not 
have much strength. But we are in a state of crisis and, in a crisis situation, 
things sometimes change, as they have been changing in this country. I believe 
that there are genuine convergences between that sector and PSUM and the left; 
there are. Whether we like it or not, those are actual facts." 


Thus, the discussions and resolutions of the PSUM Central Committee's Fourth Plenum 
were focused on a policy of the broadest possible alliances and convergences among 
the left, and with all sectors with which there is agreement, albeit very partial, 
concerning the country's present problems. There is a great difference between 
this and the view that Ruiz Ortiz wants to instill in the readers of UNOMASUNO. 

The ethics of anyone who acts in this way should be judged, as well. 
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I thank you in advance for your courtesy of including this explanatory note in 
the pages of UNOMASUNO. 


Pablo Gomez 

POS Response 
Mexico City UNOMASUNO in Spanish 24 Nov 82 p 2 
[Letter to the editor] 
[Text] Mr Editor: 


In the 18 November issue, there was published an "explanatory note" on my article 
entitled "The PSUM Crisis Program," a note from the secretary general of that 
party himself, Pablo Gomez. 


He accuses me of distorting his text, my alleged intention being to "prove that 
PSUM has given up its struggle for alliances on the left" for the sake of "“conver- 
gence with government forces." 


I deem it important to explain the true policy of "alliances and convergences" of 
the largest leftist party in the country. This would be very easily achieved by a 
mere reading of the texts of its resolutions, if it were not for the fact that, as 
Antonio Franco, leader of that party, has said, "...The ties associated with a 
party inevitably hamper it. With regard to policy line, this already happened to 
PSUM during the Fourth Plenum of its Central Committee; the objections and counter- 
objections that it was attempted to put forth concerning its principal statements 
were made at the expense of force and clarity in the text of its resolutions." 

And he subsequently remarks: "The best thing would be to uphold the complete fea- 
tures of a policy which has widespread consensus, instead of applying stopgap 
remedies that are not suitable for it. (...) For example, a current tactic such 
as the convergence approved by our Central Committee would be drawn up in the 
spirit of the authors’ assurance and confidence, without backhanded blows and 
rough spots which impede understanding...." (ASI ES, No 36). As the reader may 
note, a special kind of hermeneutics (the art of interpreting texts) is required 
to ascertain PSUM's true political positions. The language which the leaders of 
this party use (so well described by Franco) is typical of bureaucrats who are 
attempting to conceal their real positions from the labor movement and from their 
own members. 


The question now is: What was that policy of alliances and convergences which 
received "widespread consensus" at the PSUM CC's last plenum, but which, owing 

to the lack of "clarity in the text," is not "easily understandable"? To avoid 
spurious arguments, let us agree that one aspect of that policy was the search 
for alliances among the left, as Gomez suggests and which we have never denied. 
The point left confused in its CC resolution was that of the so-called "conver- 
gences." To explain it, we must refer to other texts of PSUM and to its activity. 
In the editorial printed in the 3-9 September issue of ASI ES, we read that "a 
new relationship with the government" has become necessary, by means of a "poli- 
tical front." In the 20 September issue of this newspaper, two members of its 


135 








Political Commission stated that this entity would propose to the PSUM CC's plenum 
",...the need to engage in concrete action for a broad alliance, which would extend 
from some sectors of PRI [Institutional Revolutionary Party] to the government and 
both small and medium-sized industry...." And in the "summaries" of the speeches 
made by the different members of the PSUM CC (ASI ES, No 37), we find that 10 
speakers came out explicitly in favor of the convergences with PRI and/or the govern- 
ment, and that only one requested a further explanation of that question. Only one 
out of the 37 came out against it. With this point clarified, one might ask which 

of the two aspects of the PSUM policy takes precedence over the other: the alliances 
with the left, or with the government. The answer to this question is not found in 
the PSUM texts. The fact is that the only way of maintaining convergence with the 
government is by giving up the workers' demands, such as the 50 percent wage increase, 
in favor of the new 25 percent ceiling that the state has imposed, as well as the 
method of struggle for procuring the raise: striking. The latter is what PSUM 
attempted to do in the unions which it heads, such as STUNAM, unsuccessfully, as 

we now know. That is what I called a "leadership crisis" for this party in the 
unions which it influences. Actually, PSUM is in favor of the unity of the left... 
but in order to take it back from the PRI wagon, and to put the government against 
the workers. % 


Cuauhtemoc Ruiz Ortiz. 


2909 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST KITTS-NEVIS 


PREMIER SIMMONDS COMMENTS ON CARICOM SUMMIT MEETING 


Basseterre THE DEMOCRAT in English 20 Nov 82 ppl, ll 


[Excerpt] ThE Conference of the 
gy CARICOM Heads of Government 
- dn Ocho Rios, Jamaica, drew to a close 
on Thursday night. : 





The Premier of St. Kitts-Nevis, 
the Honourable Dr. Kennedy Simmonds, 
described the meeting as a singularly 
opportune occasion for the free ex- 
change of views between leaders of -. 
the Caribbean Community, particularly 

. coming as it did at a time when the 
world situation with respect to econo- 
mic affairs, with respect to security, 
and with respect to conflict between 
various countries, gives cause for grave 
concern. , 

| Premier Simmonds, speaking in 
Jamaica at the end of the Conference, 
said that he was particularly pleased 
that the Conference was able to discuss 
many of the “bread and butter" issues 
affecting the living standards of the 
people in the region. "We were able to. 
formulate an approach to the very cri- 
tical problem of energy", said the 
Premier, "as well as our need to assess 
and develop our alternative sources of 
energy within the region. We also come 
to grips with the issue of regional 
transportation". 


"But, most important” noted Pre- 
mier-Simmonds, “there was.a genuine 
sense of commitment to the idea of 
focussing on our special situation as 
small States. One of the main determi- 
nants for this commitment was the ac- 
cepted necessity forthe formulation 
of foreign policy goals." 
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COUNTRY SECTION SURINAME 


INCREASING ECONOMIC DIFFICULTIES, GOVERNMENT RESPONSE NOTED 


Domestic Problems 
Rotterdam NRC HANDELSBLAD in Dutch 6 Nov 82 p 18 


/Article by Sytze van der Zee: "Pillars of Surinamese Economy Show Small 
Cracks/; Slump in Bauxite, Dutch Assistance Also Declines"/ 


/Text/ Paramaribo, 6 Nov--Last week public life in 
Paramaribo was paralyzed by union activities. Among other 
things, it was a protest against the social and economic 
policies of the government and the military rulers. Our 
correspondent Sytze van der Zee visited Suriname. Today 
and tomorrow we will publish two of his articles which 
describe the economic situation in Suriname. 


"Gentlemen, all foreign assets belong to the government: The dollars and 
pounds in our pockets are the nation's property." Suriname's Premier 
Neijhorst raised his voice for the first time. "Such foreign assets are not 
even the property of the national bank, it only administers them." The 
representatives of private enterprise were not about to give in. They 
exchanged skeptical glances over their pina coladas and Cuba libres. 


Premier Neijhorst visited Hotel Torarica in Paramaribo to deliver an outline 
of the new economic and financial policies in one of the small meeting rooms 
in the rear of the hotel. First, he pointed out that his countrymen would 
have to economize. His listeners were hardly impressed. In Suriname, 
everybody is convinced that although the future does not look too rosy, a 
good example should first be given by others. 


The Prime Minister triumphantly explained that 66 cents of every Surinam 
guilder is now going abroad. There was no reaction. All that happened was 
that two waiters entered with big platters full of shrimp, fired golden 
yellow. Sea delicacies from Surinamese waters, although caught by South 
Koreans. Premier Neijhorst wiped the sweat from his forehead. This was one 
of a long series of speeches explaining the government's plans to 
representatives of the so-called functional groups, labor unions, churches, 
women's organizations and employers. 
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Very Carefully 


The meeting is followed by a discussion which, to take no chances, happens 
behind closed doors. However, Neijhorst's speech shows clearly that the 
Surinamese Government acts very carefully in economic matters. Although 
everybody is talking about renewal--social economic, social, political 
governmental, and educational renewal--Premier Neijhorst and his people are 
definitely not presenting something revolutionary. 


Paramaribo cannct take a chance with experiments. In this respect, the 
thought is often expressed that the Surinamese government has it made, just 
one look at neighboring Guyana will tell it what not to do. Critics are 
saying that President Forbes Burnham "made whatever mistakes he could possibly 
make with his cooperative socialism." Premier Neijhorst does not agree. He 
carefully explains that politically Suriname has very little in common with 
Guyana. 


That is especially true as regards polarization of racial feelings. Premier 
Neijhorst: "A Surinamese would never have tolerated what happened there. 
That one group suppresses another, the Indians the Creoles and the other way 
around." But he believes that economically the Surinamese are definitely 
watching Guyana, even though it is now encountering a bit of bad luck. 
Neijhorst refers to Guyananese small industry with great admiration. It is 
under development as a fourth economic pillar, in addition to bauxite, rice 
and sugar. 


Unlike Suriname, Guyana is not receiving development assistance on a large 
scale and, therefo~e, cannot meet its needs for foreign assets. The 
government has, therefore, drastically curtailed imports. Premier Neijhorst: 
"As a result, Guyana was forced to make things itself, using its own raw 


materials. The development of small industries is really astonishing:" 


Comforable 


However, this holds for Suriname only a promise for the future because the 
economy is still comfortably resting on two pillars. Dutch development 
assistance and bauxite. Eighty percent of Suriname's exports consist of 
bauxite, alum earth, and aluminum. The other export products are rice 

(7 percent), shrimp (6 percent), and bananas, which the Surinamese call 
bacoven, vegetables, and fruits (7 percent). Paramaribo's big problem is, 
however, that both pillars are beginning to show small cracks. 


Bauxite in particular is very depressed because the users of this raw material, 
the aluminum concerns, under pressure of the economic recession, are forced 

to make drastic cutbacks in production. This forced Suralco, a subsidiary 

of the American Alcoa concern, to ‘reduce its production at Paranam by 20 
percent last year. On 31 December 1981, unsold aluminum worth 40 million 
Surinam guilders was stored near the foundry at Paranam. 
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This course of events has cut Suriname's bauxite exports in half, from 1.3 
million tons in 1978 to 0.6 million tons in 1981. There was also a strong 
decline in exports of aluminum, from 63,000 tons in 1979 to 31,000 tons last 
year. The situation is a little better for alum earth, a bauxite product used 
in the pharmaceutical, chinaware and chemical industries. Exports also 
declined a little, but not dramatically. 


Employment 


The result of this development is a strong decline in the government's income 
from the bauxite industry in the form of income tax, bauxite impositions and 
import duties. Suralco's payments went down from 112 million guilders in 
1980 to 87 million in 1981. 


This trend is naturally also reflected in employment figures. With 4,350 
workers, Suralco is by far the biggest private employer in Suriname. 


This year it has already cut its work force by 600 employees, almost 
exclusively through early pensioning. More cutbacks are sure to follow. 
There are also cutbacks at the Biliton Mij Suriname N.V., a Shell 
subsidiary; its work force will be cut from 1,100 to 800 employees. Suralco 
is also very pessimistic about future prospects because the supply of bauxite 
near Moengo in East Suriname will be exhausted in 10 years. 


An alternative is presented by supplies in West Suriname and near Onverwacht 
where the last mine, for the time being, was made operative. The problem is 
that the bauxite near Onverwacht is located 30 to 40 meters underground; its 
exploitation is, therefore, considerably more expensive. According to a 
Suralco spokesman the question is now whether, in view of these circumstances, 
further development will be profitable, also taking into account bauxite 
impositions and higher labor costs. Bauxite workers, who earn more than 
12,0CO Surinamese guilder per year, are indeed by far the best paid workers 
of the country. Studies are now being made to ascertain whether it would be 
possible to develop the mine near Onverwacht in cooperation with Billiton. 

In this respect, Suralco and the Shell subsidiary do not consider each other 
competitors, they work closely together. Suralco believes that another factor 
is growing competition, especially from Australia, Gdinea, and Jamaica, where 
bauxite is easily obtainable. 


Moreover, Suralco is also considering Brazil as a strong competitor for the 
future. An enormously rich supply of bauxite has been found in the Amazon 
territory. But Suralco is not telling that these supplies will be developed 
by the Alcoa concern, Suralco's parent company, and by Shell. It will require 
an investment of 4 billion guilders, mainly to be supplied by Shell. Alcoa 
will take care of know-how and marketing. 


The situation surrounding Dutch development assistance is a bit more 
favorable, but there are pressing problems here, too. One problem is the 
strong devaluation of the Dutch guilder as compared to the Surinamese guilder; 
on short notice its value plummeted from 92 to 66 cents. Because of bauxite, 
the Surinamese guilder is namely linked to the dollar and in the past 2 years 
it was forced up. 
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From Suriname's point of view, Dutch assistance has consequently gone down. 

The golden handshake extended to Paramaribo in 1975 for its independence amounts 
to 2.7 billion Dutch guilders of which 1./ billion guilders has not yet been 
used. In addition, Suriname will receive a bonus of 300 million guilders, if 

it matches this amount out of its own resources. And in conclusion the 
Netherlands is making 500 million guilders in credit guarantees available if 
Suriname wants to borrow money somewhere else, for instance, from the World 
Bank. 


Out of this gigantic sum -- Suriname's debt of 500 million guilders which 

the Netherlands assumed has not even been included -- just 1 billion guilders 
has been used in the past 7 years. A large part of the balance has nevertheless 
been earmarked for certain projects, but the responsible persons in Paramaribo 
want to rewrite the development program. Suriname and the Netherlands are at 
the moment in disagreement on this point. 


The Surinamese Government wants to shift the emphasis from more or less social 
projects to the productive sector; for this purpose it has made a preference 
list of projects. It is called "Reallocation."” But at the end of last year 
the Dutch members of the Committee for Development Cooperation between the 
Netherlands and Suriname (CONS) did not appear to be impressed. They find it 
impossible to predict the effects on the economy, employment and the balance 
of payments. 


We are now waiting for further details of the Surinamese proposals. Dutch 
sources emphasize, however, that they definitely do not plan to renege. 
Funds are regularly transmitted for projects under development or in their 
beginning stages. Surinamese accusations that the Dutch are trying to 
subject Paramaribo to political pressure by way of the CONS treaty have been 
summarily dismissed. A Dutch civil servant said: "We execute the treaty in 
a spirit of loyalty." 


Production, Trade 
Rotterdam NRC HANDELSBLAD in Dutch 9 Nov 82 p 9 


[Article by Sytzevander Zee: "Surinamese Government Wants More Small Factories; 
Import Restrictions Lead to Black Market" ] 


/Text/ Paramaribo, 9 Nov--In Paramaribo it is sometimes easier to buy a 
videorecorder or a bottle of expensive cognac than a simple box of matches. 
That is the result of the import system which has been in force for some time. 
Through a combination of import licenses and restrictions, the authorities 
want to force their countrymen to use their own raw materials more effectively. 


They hope that it will lead to the establishment of small factories. In 
this manner they not only want to stimulate production activities, but also 
to curb the loss of foreign assets. The Swiss company, Societe Generale de 
Surveillance, has been engaged to keep a sharp eye on imports. We learned 
that in the first half of this year savings amounted to 2 million Surinamese 
guilders. 
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This cannot yet be called impressive. Moreover, import restrictions threaten 
to create a black market where the forbidden articles will be for sale for 
steep prices. Peanuts, which Suriname also produces, are a typical example. 
Because its own peanut industry is still in its infancy, a brisk trade in 
American canned peanuts is the result. A small can of salted Planters peanuts 
costing $1.50 at the most in the United States, fetches 6 Surinamese guilders 
(almost 10 guilders) on the black market of Paramaribo. 


Derijck Ferrier, director of the Center for Economic and Social Scientific 
Studies (CESWO) thus calls import restrictions "a panic measure." He is 
afraid that they will isolate Suriname. However, according to the Surinamese 
Minister of Transport, Commerce and Industry (formerly Economic Affairs), 

Dr Imro Fong Poen, these problems are only the pains of birth since the 
economy is in a transitional phase. 


Phantom Prosperity 


He says: "Our problem is that the Surinamese economy existed in the past 
exclusively on the exportation of raw materials. People thought they could 
become rich doing nothing." The government, therefore, considers it its 

most important duty to make the people realize that our prosperity is actually 
balancing on a very narrow ledge consisting of Dutch development assistance 

and bauxite. To avoid dramatic deterioration of the present phantom prosperity, 
we must pursue a radically different course. 


Up to the present, Suriname has done quite well in the economic crisis, 
especially because of Dutch assistance. That is the reason why the country 
has a monetary reserve of 400 million guilders, an unfamiliar luxury for a 
developing nation. However, the government is afraid that this reserve will 
disappear like snow under a hot sun now that exports are declining. It is, 
therefore, not just necessary to cut back vigorously, but the people of 
Suriname must also learn to produce things themselves. 


The persons spreading this message are in the first place Premier Henry 
Neijhorst and Minister Fong Poen. They are on the lecture circuit, give 
interviews and travel around the country. However, most important behind the 
scenes are the director of the new Center for Industrial Development and 
Export Promotion Index, R.A. Leter, and his colleague of the Foundation of 
The Suriname Planning Bureau, Winston Caldeira. 


They are considered the most influential economic advisers of strongman Desi 
Bouterse. As far as the economy is concerned, their institutes call the tune. 


Index controls the ministries of energy, transportation, commerce and 
industry, the Finance Planning Bureau, agriculture and public works. Index 
is most directly involved with trade and industry and he cannot complain 
because up till now this sector has reacted positively. 


The chairman of the Surinamese Society for Trade and Industry, Wilfred 


Lionarons, confirms this indeed. However, although in principle an advocate 
of such an institute, he is afraid that, in its present shape, the center 
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will become a bureaucratic obstacle. Leter admits that there are still 
problems but he apologizes by pointing out that the institute only began 
to operate last January with a staff of two workers and with hardly any 
documentation. In the meantime, more personnel have been hired but there 
are still organizational difficulties. 


At any rate, it is Index's duty to determine which enterprises can be made 
operational. A Surinamese or a foreigner who wants to establish his own 
plant must first apply to Index. It studies the application and delivers an 
indepth report of the possibilities. If a Surinamese citizen has a good idea, 
Index might be willing to arrange for financing. In this way, it also wants 
to give persons without money but with good ideas a chance. 


Up till now, Index has made studies of about 30 industries, 12 of which have 
already begun to produce. In addition, the center develops its own projects 
and analyzes economic sectors. For instance, the Surinamese Government is 
interested in starting its own container and packing industry to see to it 
that goods can be imported with the smallest possible added value. New 
initiatives should also be developed in fisheries and rice growing. 


For instance, more attention should be given to the technological aspects 
of rice milling, and the founding of a rice oil plant and a vitamin factory, 
as well as a factory to make paper out of rice straw. Index has made an 
inventory of all these possibilities. Here an important role can also be 
played by foreign investors, who remain welcome in Suriname. According to 
Leter, Brazil, Trinidad, Belgium, Canada and Japan are very interested 
whereas the Netherlands is failing to show any interest. 


Exports will also be stimulated, but there is as yet no unanimity at the 
highest level of government on the degree of priority. According to Minister 
Fong Poen the long-term plan is to balance imports and exports per country. 
Much will, however, depend on Suriname's relationship with a given nation. 


On short-term notice, trade committees will be established in Amsterdam and 
New York. 


Brazil 


These efforts will mainly be directed toward Europe, Africa and the Arab 
world respectively and will also include America. To supplement these 
activities, trade attaches will be sent to Brazil and Mexico. Suriname is 
especially interested in closer cooperation with its mighty neighbor, Brazil. 
Very soon a trade delegation will go to this country to discuss the 
possibilities of cooperation in ocean and air transportation. 


Next year Suriname and Brazil will also cooperate in establishing a course in 
promotion of exports and trade. Last month the Center of Transnational 
Corporations had already begun an unrelated course which trains Surinamese 

in negotiation techniques. Courses have also been organized in export 
promotion for Surinamese embassadors, envoys and consul generals. 
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Less spectacular for outsiders are the activities of the Planning Bureau, 
however, this institute has actually a key position in financial matters. 

It does not just make plans on national, regional and local levels but also 
manages Dutch development assistance financially and administratively. Caldeira 
himself is a member of CONS. 


He believes that the Dutch should allow Suriname more freedom in deciding what 
to do with the assistance. Caldeira says: "We want to stress growth and 
development possibilities because it is senseless just to pump the funds 

into the economy. The Dutch should allow us room to make our own decisions 
ani should not pretend to be our guardian. This Dutch assistance is 

essential because in the coming years Suriname wants to invest 2.7 billion 
guilders in all kinds of projects and 2 billion guilders should come from 

the Netherlands." 


Advice 


Although everything sounds convincing and promising, CESWO Director Derijck 
Ferrier, son of the former head of state, is not impressed. He believes that 
putting the plans into actual practice will not be very successful because 
those in charge in Suriname have insufficient knowledge of what is happening 
in the world. Lots of plans are under development but the reality is being 
ignored, namely that 30 percent of the young people are unemployed. 


He is also afraid that Suriname will ultimately associate itself too much 
with Caribbean countries. That would be a waste of energy because there can 
hardly be found any interesting markets. On the other hand, Suriname should 
give preference to association with the Andes Pact and study examples of 
prosperity like Singapore and New Zealand. 


Ferrier's advice to the people in charge in Paramaribo is as follows: "Expand 
your industries and look for markets in South America. Do it in cooperation 
with West European enterprises, for instance, Dutch companies operating from 
Suriname which would be able to develop Brazilian submarkets. That is not 
neocolonialism, but it just so happens that Suriname's relationship with the 
Netherlands is one of its most important assets." 


It is not very likely that Bouterse and his followers will adhere to this 
advice. Ferrier who sympathized at first with the military is now in disfavor 
and he no longer receives any orders from the government. Earlier this year 
he was, therefore, forced to lay off five coworkers. He says bitterly: "They 
think that this will cause me to shut up but they do not realize that at the 
most 1 percent of the people support them." 
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GOVERNMENT TO APPOINT COMMISSION ON DEMOCRATIZATION 
Rottexiam NRC HANDELSBLAD in Dutch 27 Nov 82 p 4 
(Report: "Paramaribo to Establish Commission for Democracy." | 


[Text } Paramaribo/The Hague--27 Nov-- The Policy Center, the highest body of 
authority in Suriname, will appoint a commission of experts on 1 December which 
nust submit a report on democratization of the state polity by the end of March 
at the latest. 


Suriname Prime Minister Henry Neijhorst announced this on Thursday in a speech on 
the occasion of the 7th anniversary of Surinam's independence. 


In its report, the commission will have to solve three problems according to 
Neijhorst: how the National Assembly should be established as a constitution- 
making body, how the assembly will function and what tasks it must fulfill. 


It is not yet known who will participate in the commission of experts. The report 
will be the result of input from Surinam citizens and of ideas which the authori- 
ties have on democratic structures, according to Neijhorst, who said that “each 
fellow countryman, each group or person who feels like submitting suggestions, is 
invited to do so." 


As to the recent problems with trade unions, Neijhorst said it was a positive sign 
that there was considerable criticism. He said he hopeithe discussions and the 
criticism would result in a "constructive approach to the political and economic 
problems" and he appealed to the population to allow the discussions to take 

place in a spirit of unity. 


After the military coup on 25 February 1980 Suriname entered a new phase ac- 
cording to Neijhorst. "We must realize that independence, such as that we achieved 
on 25 November 1975, in fact means that we have to stand on our own feet... 
Decolonization is not achieved merely by hoisting a flag and singing an anthem. 

We must develop our own economic and political system, adapted to our history and 
situation." After February 1980 this processtan into rapids, said Neijhorst. 
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CHURCHES, OTHER GROUPS FORM ‘ASSOCIATION FOR DEMOCRACY‘ 
Rotterdam NRC HANDELSBLAD in Dutch 25 Nov 82 p 4 


[Text ] Paramaribo, 25 Nov--In Suriname all important church groups and seven 
other organizations have founded an “Association for Democracy." The association 
says that no start has been made yet on the introduction of democratic structures, 
as Army Chief Bouterse mentioned recently. 


The Association for Democracy will work toward the formation of more profound 
opinions on the democratic state system, according to a statement made in Paramaribo 


yesterday. 


The stat:ment was signed by the Committee of Christian Churches (CCK), which 
include the Moravian Brethern and the Catholic Church, as well as by the Hindu 
community Sanatham Dharm and Islamitic organizations. The following groups have 
also become members of the association: the Suriname Trade Association, the As- 
sociation of Suriname Manufacturers, the Order of Lawyers, the Association of 
Physicians, the Associations of Directors and Editors-in-chief of the Press, the 
Center for Farmers' Bonds and the National Women's Council. 


The speech of Army Chief Bouterse last week was strongly criticized by the asso- 
ciation. In a letter to the Policy Center, the highest body of authority in 
Suriname, the association writes that the introduction of democratic structures 
has not come up for discussion at all. Bouterse had said this with a reference 
to district councils and citizen committees. The leaders of these are “selected 
on the basis of presumed loyalty" and not elected in a democratic maner, ac- 
cording to the association, which further remarks that the army leadership so far 
has shown itself to be totalitarian rather than democratic. 


The association desires a phased introduction of democratic structures and a law 
to prevent "waxing" of political parties from before the coup of 25 February 1980. 
According to the organizations, democracy will exist in Suriname only when a govern- 
ment can be formed after general elections. 


The association says that the army leadership would have to remain neutral in the 
transition to democracy because the combination of political and military leader- 
ship had a “disintegrating” effect in the past. 
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